if FA Poor , waſted, miſrepreſented, Rems / 
| _ Nant of the Suffering , Anti-Popithy 0 
'  Anti-Prelatick, Anti-Eraſtian, Anti- : 
Settarian, True Preſbyterian Church - 
of Chriſt in 


SCOTLAND, 


United together in a Generall Cor. -— 
reſpondence; pb 


By way of Reply to Various Accuſa- . : 
tions, in Letters , Informations & ; 
Conferences, | an forth a- 
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The united Societies of ſome Pellby AE | 2 
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contend againſt me defedtions ww Wo 
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THE INTRODUCTION, +. 
|; Containing a brief deduttion of the Se-. 
t ries & Tratt of ſome ſignal ſteps of 


. our. Churches Defettion, which from 
time to time ſome have wine/ce. 


? One, thar ever heard of rhe Churglt+ 

d& of Scotland , can be altogether igno-' 
In rant, how, when the Lord was gra- 
, Ciouſly pleaſed, ro confer upon this 
F Land the ineſtimable benefit of the 

ure -& clear ſhining lighr of the Go- 

ſpel, & ro adyance the Reformation therein begun 
to a very high degree from — Heathen, even 
2 to 


: 
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to the extirpation of Popery , Prelacy, & Eraſtias 
”iſme ( which our Church hath had chiefly to wre- | 


ſtle againſt) 8 the Abjurarion of all Hererical- & 
SeQarian Errors ,»- whether in Doctrin, worſhip , 
Diſciplin , or Government ) that then all ranks of 
- the Land were brought into Holy & Solemn Co- 
venants with God, the Church did enjoy her po- 
wer & priviledges; Then, when our Miniſters were 
Cloathed with Righteouſneſs & ſalvation, their 
faithfulneſs ro God , & zeal againſt Sin &- alllake- 
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warmneſs in the Lords Cauſe, were fo much ſeen 


8& ſhown , that Miniſters for their nor applying 
their DoGtrine againſt the Cortuprions of the time, 
were to be cenſured, & if obſtinat they were to be 
depoſed , according to that AQ ef the General 4ſ- 


ſembly 4ug. 3.1643. Seſſ.26. & likewiſe Complyers ;? 


with thepublickEnemies of this Church & Kingdom, 
were according to the degree of their offence robe 


rebuked & cenſured , by that Ac of the Gen. Afl. : 


Tune 17. 1646. Sefſ. 14. In thoſe days the work of 
the Lord proſpered ;- His Goſpel flouriſhed ; & Ini- 
quity was made to ſtop her mouth; Our Church 
was glorious to all beholders, 8: terrible ro her E- 
nimiesas an armie with banners; the Lord deligh- 
red 4n us , & our Land was married unto Him ; 
. Salvation was written upon our walls, & praiſe 
upon gur gates, Buralas! we did quickly turn away: 
from following the Lord, forgetring whar. great 8 


eminent priviledges He had beſtowed upon us; how / 
He had ſubdued our Enimies under us, *& made '- 


them ro yeeld,, & proſpered us in what we did put 
our hands unto: We did, alas | ſoon fall from our 


firſt love; the edge of our zeal became blunted , & 


our eyes were darkened that we could not ſee : & 
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elves into ſuch a miſery of diſſolution & deſolation, 


diviſion & confuſion , reproach & contempr, rhar' 


our caſe now is as deplorable 8 deſpicable , as ever ir 


was formerly admired & envied. 


Wherefore, romake it the more clearly appear, 
whence iris that now our manifold breaches are ſo 
wide , alienation of Spirits ſo hightened, various 


& contrary Informations ſo flying abroad , & we 
redacted tro ſuch a pauciry ; we ſhall here premiſe 


a-brief Deduftion, #incumulo, of the Series 8 tract 
of ſome ſignal ſteps of our Churches DefeCtion 
ſhewing allo, notwithſtanding thereof, how the 
Lord hath continued & conveyed down the Teſti- 


mony to the Reformation : Although to us 1t 1s mat- . 


ter of grief & ſorrow, to diſcoyer our Mothers. 


nakedneſs, which is alſo our oun ſhame. Bur the 


clearing of the Teſtimony , & rhe Vigdication. of 


Truth, doth neceſffitate us thereunro. 


While our Chutch was enjoying her Priviledges, 
8 was terrible tro her adverſaries; a great part , 
both of rhe Church 8 State , fell upon Publick 
Reſolutions ; whereby known Malignaurs , & men 
diſaffefted ro the work & people of God, were ad- 
mirred to places of power & truſt both in Iudica- 


rories & Armies, which notwithſtanding was faith- 


fully proteſted & conrended againſt , by ſeveral 
Miniſters & Profeſſors of all ranks, ar that time : 
As alſo the toleration of Sefariesin CromweP's time 
& even his Uſurpation was witneſſed againſtby ſome, 
Bur asit was our great fin , firſt & laſt , ro medle 
with Charles the Second , while he gave all alongſt 
ſuch clear evidences of his being an enemie ro the 

A3 Cauſe 


ſo we have pgotie further aſtray, from one degre&Vr -- 
defe&ion unto another, unzil we have broughr our #7 
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F -/Cauſe of God; ſo we found the bitrer ef es | 
. in that, when he was 7eltored again, he didquick- 
ly forger all his oaths & vowes to the moſt High 

y 


_ *( wherein he had been, as ſome did clearly ſee 
many diſcoveries, a mocking & diſſembling Hypo- 
crite) & did, at one blow, cur off rhe wk of our 
noble conſtirurion of Church 8 State » & reinrro- 
duce abjured Prelacy : Which many Miaiſters did 
embrace ; while others lefc their Charges at his com- 


mand, even withour ſo much as a- joynt & formal 


Proteſtation , entered againſt that Heaver- daring 
a(t of Tyranny, except that ſome were found wh- 
neſſing againſt itin their ſingular capacity for rhem- 
ſelves. And when Conyregations were ſo deſtirure 
of faithful Paſtors, the moſt part , both of Mini- 
ſters & Profeſſors, did countenance Prelacy, in hea- 
ring of Hyreling Intruders: yea, as if no Teſtimo. 
' ny had beew required in this point, very few con- 
rinued preaghing the Goſpel, as they had oppor- 
runity, Howbeit , as the Lordalwayes had , & will 
have, ſome witneſſes againſt ſuch heinous indignt- 
ties: So He did ſtir upa Company , both of Mani- 
ſters & Profeſſors, who- did appear ar Pentland 
ammo 1666, & there did bear Teſtimony ro the 
Covenanted work of Reformation , ro rhe ſheding 
of rheirblood, both in fields &ſcaffolds ; bur were 
concurred with & countenanced by few » 1n re- 
+ ſpeQ of rhoſe who were obliged. : Alſo, after thar 
breach was made upon the Lords camps, the moſt 
part of Miniſters became finfully Silent , forebearing 
ro encourage, warn , & reach people » by the 
preached Goſpel : Bur ſome , notwithſtanding of the 
then ominous & badly preſaging face of affairs, ſer- 


# ting the trumpet to their mouth, ventured to give 
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' that by their cruelty they could nor prevail; as, art 


. the overturning of the work of Reformation, they 


play th&danner of Chriſts bleſſed Gothed s -who:, 6 
dr-theirſo doing, were cenſured by their bretheren, ' + 
- in a Meeting at Edinburgh. Then Enemies, ſeeing 


had brought upon the ſtage thar Monſter of a Chriſt- 


; { degrading & Dethroning Supremacy, & by Law 
© eſtabliſhed ir upon the Uſurper ( which alſo paſſed 


withoura joynrt & publick Teſtimony ) ſo'rhey be- 
gan now to exert that ufirped power, & to work 

y_enſnaring & deſtroying Policy :-8& , knowing that 
nothing would more forrify it, than Miniſters their 
homologating & acknowledging it , therefore rhey 
offered rhar firſt Indulgence , a Court-contrived Lt- 


cence, bounded with ſo many reſtrictions & inſtra- 


Qions, flowing forth from that Idol of jealoufie, 


"the foreſaid Supremacy; of ſer purpoſe, todivide 


Zions builders, according to the Matchiquellian 


principle, divide & impers, divide & then Come - 


mand: which many embraced; like unto rhe fillie 
Trojans, beguiled by another deceirful Sinon, to bring 
inthe wooden horſe through their. oun walls , alrea- 


dy broken doune with their onn hands , to theiroun . 
deſtruion : Many others gaped affer it, :who could 


not enjoy it: And many pleaded for the'counte- 


nancing of it, when embraced. And as it had fewt 
who oppoſed ir ax firſt , ſo theſe thar afterwards 


contended+againſt ir as a defeQtion 7 how were they 
ſuſpected , reproached , & contradicted > &. ſoms 


of them in ſundry Preſbyrries cenſured & rebuked?* 
_. & namely, Mr, Cameron, at Sundowall in the: Pa- 
roch of Dunſcore in Nithſdale, 8& in Edinburgh, & : 


others elſewhere. Yer:, notwithſtanding 'of the 
. | A 4 _ - luke- 


5 


W_- -<..:3: RT 
- _. Jukewarmeneſs & indifferencie of many, the Lord |  :/, 
.  ftirred up a handfull ro publiſh the Teſtimony at | 
"Rutherglen, May 29. 1679. bearing witneſs againſt che 
Sacrilegious Supremacy , the Declaration Condem- 
.ning our Covenants, the ACt for keeping the 29 th 
of Mayas an Holy Anverſary day of thanſk giving 
for the upſerring of the Tyrant, & againſt other |} 
nefarious Adts of Parliament, & all prejudices done +<f 
ro the Intereſt of Chriſt in the Land; And, for 
Confirmation of their Teſtimony , they didbura the 
Fforeſaid AQts, according as theadverſary had burar. 
our holy Covenants , & did extingwiſh the Bone- 
fires upon the ſame Anniverſary day. Neverthe- 
Jlefſe, when the Lords people did appear at Bothwel 
the ſame year to recover the Charches due Priviled- 
ges & peoples Liberties, many Miniſters & Profeſ- 
*ſors did plcad for raking in the Tyrants Latereſt, 
inro the Declaration of that Armie, thereby miſ- 
ſtating 3he quarrel to the offence of many ; & oppo- 
ſed rhe inſerting of rhe Indulgence among the ſteps 
of our Detection, ' Likewiſe, rhe Lord making us then 
ro fall before our Enemies, for our fins, & becauſe . 
we refuſed to return , Several Miniſters accepted of 
the adverſaries Indemnity, in terms that inferred a 
condemning of themſelves, though no tranſgreſ-. 
fion was commitred. And when the triumphing 
Enemies were erecting Trophies of victory after 
Bothwel defeat {Setting up the heads of the renoun- 
ed Martvrs, Mr. Kid , & Mr. King, ro witneſs , 
not only fer Religion & Libertie, againſt rhe de- 
ſtroyers of both , bur alſo againſt the unfairbfulneſs 
of their Declining brethren in the Miniſtrie ) and 
inſulring over the Caprives of the Lords people, & 
tmpoſing an enſnaring Bond of Peace, which did im» | 
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ply a plain berraying ofthe Cauſe, 8& condemning? 4 
of all thar had been done for promibving the work of + +2 
Reformation ; many Miniſters were filenr, &refu- 
ſed ro give their advice ; & ſome werenort aſhamed : 
to- perſuade rheſe Priſoners, ro put forth their hand 
ro thar iniquity ; many* alſo voted, in thar ſo called 
Afembly , for embracing the laftindulgence with the 
Cautionary Bond (which was no better , if nor worſe, 
than the former) ar leaſt approved of, & con- 
ſented unto, thar deed : Yea many, from thar time, 
.did forebear preaching in the open fields, bur kepr - 
within houſes, ornear tq honſes, in homologation 
of the Tyrants orders, or at leaſt that rhe rigour of 
the Law mighr not be execurt againſt chem, while 
they went ſo near the borders of obedience. Bur 
this did not conrinue long ; for the Enemies ſoon de- + 
prived them of rhis pretended Liberty. Howbeir | 
the Lord had alwavs ſome, both of Miniſters & 
Profeſſors , ro bear Teſtimony againſt rheſe publick 
ſins & haineous defections: And evencin the mid(t 
of this general yeelding to the foreſaid Indulgence, 
there were ſundry Miniſters who did norgive a for- 
mal conſent to the embracemenr of ir ;- though ir is 
rrue, as they were few who diſſented therefrom , 
ſo they were far fewer who reſojurly oppoſed the 
ſame, Yea when Mr. Richard Cameron came from, 
Holland » before his going to the publick work , he 
went toſome Miniſters , defireing their concurrance 
with bim, in keeping up the Teſtimony in the 
fields , according tothe former manner which was 
followed before Bothwel by many Miniſters, where- - 
in they were much countenanced of the Lord; bur 
afcer his waiting ſometitme-upon the ſame, was de- 
nyed thereof : However he went forth, in grear 
| Ag hazard, 


" _ 
x. STAY 5 + " | 
y v4, a ”, : IT - 4 —— , 0®; : 
— C : % p of [ | . ba, "PF '* =_ » 
VF, ” 
" "x 
F 


(19) 

©” hezard , & againſt much oppoſition, as a valiant 8 
Fj - Heroick Contender for all the Prerogartives of his 
Maſter, wherein he was fignally ouned of the Lord; 
& continued ſo, unril he ſealed that noble & ne- 


fields, Alſo, how few were nor diſpleaſed. with 
him! & any elfe concurring in holding up the ſtan- 
dart of the Goſpel, in that fairhfull manner ,'. ſo 
much called for eſpecially ar that time; rhat it mighr 
be a witneſs & Teſtimony, both againſt the adver- 
ſaries encroachings, & alſo againſt the ſhamefull 
& ſinfull yeeldings of the moſt part of Miniſters 8 


tion was publiſhed at Sanqubair z Iune 22. 1680. 
Many of the Miniſters did condemn it, & few, con- 
curring with the Publiſhers 8 Conſenters, did ap- 
pear publikly for it , even becauſe of its diſouning & 
diſclaiming the Tyrants Intereſt : many accounting 
ſuch as died upon thar head to have laid down their 
lives upon inſufficient grounds, which norwithſtan- 
ding from that time downward the Lord hath ho- 
noured many Martyrs to ſeal with their blood, grear- 
ly countenIncing them therein. This Teſtimony 


thence forth , ſeveral, who had nor formerly ſo open- 
ly oppoſed, began roexpreſs themſelves againſt thar 
handfull & action, However , the Teſtimony be- 
1ngthus ſtared againſt the acknowledging of, & com- 
plying with , the Tyranny then rageing , & any 
way ſtrengthening the hands of the Perſecurting par- 
ty » it pleaſed the Holy & Wile God, for our fur- 
ther trial & his oun Glory, ro deprive us of theſe 
worthies » who had ſo ſtated it , & did fo valiantly 
vindicart it, & at theif death did ſtourly ſeal it with 
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ceſſary Teſtimony with his blood ſhed: in the open. 


Profeſſors thereunto. Further, when the Declara- }. 


did more & more fide us & ſerusalone: For from . 
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their blood: 'at Ars mdſr; many rhere bein 


dered & others Martyred afterward: Parr 


ing Protomartyr againſt Tyranny , 8: of a moſt Po- 


. firive declining his Murderers pretence unto Au- 


thority , So had the Grace & Glory of the Lords 
Aſſiſtance 8& acceptance in his Sufferings as ſignal, as 
the barbarous ſeverity of his Burchers was every way 
Singular. After which time , none of our Minuters 
did concarre with us 1n that part of our Teſtimony 
(excepr famous & faithfull My. Donald Cargil) 
which made our caſe very deplorable , 8& yer by rhe 
moſt part litle regarded or, pitied , for any eviden- 
ces that we experienced of their Symparhie. Eſpe- 
cially after the dearth of rhe never to be foregorren 


Mr. Hack floun, who, as he had the honour of be. - : 


4 


Martyr Mr. Donald Cargil ; ſad was the caſe of the ' 


Land for ſome ſpace of time. For now the abominable 
& damnable errors of Fohn Gib had been diſcovered: 
who, firſt pretending ro outſtrip others in a hot 8 
vigorous zeal againſt all rhethencurrent corruprions 
of the time , did draw ſome poor wel-meaning peo- 


ple , ſtumbled eſpecially ar Miniſters defeCions, ins - 


ro.a conſortſhip with himſelf in his delirious deju- 
fons ; though nor all of them alike ro the full length 
of his Sorceries & Blafphemies ; Neither did his fol- 


lowers encreaſe ro ſuch a number as was then fear. 


ed & reported; being within Thirty, & moſtparr 
women; Nor yetcould he have acceſs ro propagat 
his Hereſfie in the weſtern Shires, where moſt of 
our friehds had their refidence (though they & we 
both have been moſt - iniquouſly reproached here- 


with) being diſcovered by many , particularly by | 


Mr. Cargil, whoſe Miniſtry he rejeRed: yer his fore 


ſaid followers did goe a great way with him (as 


they 
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+ they have with remorſe reſented ſince in their Con- 


feſſions, being through mercy reclaimed , partly by 
Mr. Cargils writing tothem » & partly by their oun 
diſcoveries of him). & did nor forefake him, till, 


. after all his execrable Curſing ofthe Miniſters, 8& 


orhers not-of his way: being incarcerat he pur forth 


a Blaſphemous paper, nor only condemning all the 


work of Reformation , bur alſo the Engliſh Bible, 
in the forme as 1t 1s now extant, as a humane in- 


” . vention, and containing many other abominations; 


in all which he pleaſed the Duke of York , & recei- 


ved extraordinary favours from him 5 & thereafter 


being freely ler goe, he proceeded ro that highrof 
P ofanity & contempr of God, that he burnt the Bi- 
le, & belched forth many other Blaſphemies, which 


* would be offenſive to Chriſtian ears ro rehearſe. 


Again in ſome proceſs of time , Fames Ruſſell did 
diſcover ſome unwarrantable excefles, preſſing ine 
different things as the moſt neceſſary duties (as a- 
bout nameing the days of the week, & monerhsof 


| the year &c.) & otherwiſe impoſmg upon mens 
- eonſciences ; whereupon he & we parted : after 


which he branded 8& aſperſed us with falſe charges, 
aSif we had rurned afide to groſs defections 6 pal- 
liated & plaiſtered the corruprions of our time, con- 
ſorring 1a this with ſome few, & even with ſome 


_ who had given little ſatiſfieing reſentment of their 


former extravagancies with Gb, being by them ap- 
plauded & ſtrengrhenedin his foreſaid exceſſes. In 


| the mean while there was no publick Teſtimony by 


preaching kept up, by reaſon of thar fad ſleep of 
dark & deep filence into which Miniſters had fal- 
ten : which occaſioned very many lamentable con- 
fuſions ; fo that one could not underſtand the lan= 


guage 


_ 


| 


. gnageof another, the face of affairs being ſo ſcu! 
ed, & marters _ hopeleſs 8 helpleſs like. 
Yer it pleaſed the Lor 


. Charge, & takeing pains ro'admoniſh us as became 


' Teſtimony , did make ſome inſtrumental (imme=- 


_ to gather us to getherin a Generall Correſpondence? 
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; by a poor contempible 
handfull , to convey down the Teſtimony, by pub- 
liſhing another Declaration at Lanerk Tan. 12. 1682. 
confirming the preceeding. at Sanquhair, in its dif- 
ouning the Intereſt of the Tyrant, 8 bearing Te- 
ſtimony againſt the immediatly foregoing prerended 
Parliament, where Fames Duke of York did prefideas - 
Commiſſioner , & in particular againſt rhe abomi- .} 
nable Teſt+framed by chem. Bur as the former was * 5 
much condemned , ſo alſorhis , even becauſe ofirs *.?} 
coming from us , & confirming Sanquhair Decla- 
ration as faid1s> From thenceforth many did more .- 5 
plainly 8 poſitivly oppoſe us, as 1f we had turned ** 
aſide ro ſome erronious & unhappie courſe. And 
thus they proceeded to informe againſt us, both ar 
home 8&-abroad, as ſuch ; withour trying wherher 
or nor we mentained ſuch things as they laid ro our 


watchmen , eſpecially when they apprehended pee- 
ple ro bedrawn afide' with Errors : For ſurely it was 
never yet heard, thar an Erriog people (if we had 
beenas they informed againſt us) werereclatmed by 
ſuch means , as they uſed. However the Lord 
(whois nor wanting to provide means for the ſtreng- 
thening & encouraging of his people) even then 
when we were fewinnumber, withour the concur- 
rance of Paſtors, & ſcattered abroad , not well know=- 
ing the minds of '#ne another, nor who concurred 
with us through the Landin rhe forefaid part of our 


diarly before the publication of Lanerk Declaration) 


which 


g_ _ 


&.. -,.,04 © have hitherto by the Lords providence 
—xEpcd up, both through the Shyres ſeverally , & all 


F” the Shyres conjunRly , where ſuch as ouned our. Te- 
. . Rimony did reſide; Whereby we attained ta a ber- 
ter underſtanding of one another, & were put in 
eapacity to contribute more to our mutual advantage, 
Whence ir came to paſs , that being thus joyntly 
&harmoneouſly knir rogerber , we began , after 
the publication ofthe foreſaid Declaration ar Lanerk, 
in the nixr General Meeting or Correſpondence, to 
deliberat about ſome merhod , whereby our bro- 
* ken & low caſe might be repreſented & made known 
ro ſtrangers ( not that we might cary on a Faction or 
Separarion from theScoriſh true Preſbyterian Church, 
as we were miſrepreſented , but) that we.mighrde- 
clare our adherence to the principles thereof, Here- 
upon it was reſolved & thought fir, that ſome of our 
number ſhould be particularly ſent, both ro the other 
 Covenanred & Forreign Churches, to make known 
our broken & low caſe to them , to wipe off repro- 
aches thar were caſt upon us, to repreſent the juſt- 
neſs of our Cauſe, & that we might ſee whar help 
thereby might be made untous, Afﬀeer which , by 
the ſpecial providence of God, adoor being opened 
for the inſtrufion of ſome Srudenrs at a Colledge in 
the Netherlands,we ſentrhither ſome young men unto 
theirſtudies ; nor ro become a reproach to the Scoriſh 
Church ( as ſome ſay ) bur ro be inftructed in Theo- 
logie, thar ſo they might be 1n berter capacity to keep 
up the Teſtimony of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt according 
to our Covenanted Reformation:: Whereupon 'in 
ſome proceſs of time, we received back Mr. Tames, 
Renwick an Ordained Miniſter , whoſe Labours God 
hath blefſed with fruir & encreaſe ro the 2s of 
race. 
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Grace. Hereafrer, while we continued; Q FEED. BD 
our General meerings & Correſpor Jences Fs Me 9. "op 
_ endevoured ro contribyre whar aid we could'1n' agar” 
' places &ſtationsto uphold the banner of thie Goſpe > 
the Perſecuters fury did rage againft us ia a very great '* 
meaſure ; in puting out cruel As & Laws, forall: 
: Subjects ro m—_ or cauſe apprehend us where-' 7 
| ever we might be found, & raiſe the Hue df Cry after '* 
- us, alſoinhibiringall roreſerus, or correſpond any - + 
manner of way with us, under the hazard 8 pain of 
being lybale to the ſame rigour of their Laws that we + - * 
ourſelves were. Whereupon , many of us being ta- 
ken & killed, & very many baniſhed & ſenttebe * - 3 
ſold as ſlaves, while we could nor eſcape falling into 7 
their hands in great numbers, partly by their vigilan- 
| cie&diligence, &'partly through the Information 
| & Inrelligence thas they gor from many in the coun- 
trey where we wandered; we were then neceſlitare to 
pur forth another Declaration » Novem. ... 1684. 
which was affixed upon ſome Mercat Croſles & ſeve- 
ral Paroch Church doors , to deterre 8& ſcar the 
Countrey from giving intelligence oFus, & alſo ex- 
_ plaia the latter part of the foreſaid Declaration ar 
Sanguhair ,. concerning the declaring of war againſt 
| the Tyrans/ & his accomplices , & to wipe off thar 
moſt odious & falſe calumny , of being afthe Judge- 
.. ment to kill all who were nor of our oun opinion. 
. Which Declaration, though many cryed our againſt 
1t, yer was not condemned by ſo many as the for- 
mer: And though ir was the occaſion of a greater trial 
, ro the people ofthg Land rhen any formerly , becauſe: 
the Enennespreſled an Oath for abjuring the ſame, 
} ſo violently & generally , & with ſuch a fair & lie- 
. .. ing face, that many yeelded to it, ſome Miniſters 
| | takeing 


" (16) -— \F 

ks  takeing it, & others pleading forit (butas the Lord 

' bad many 1n the Land bearing Teſtimony againſt the 
foreſaid abjuration, ſome of them even unrodeath, - 
 ſodiverſe who had complycd with it expreſſed after- *' 

' ward great ſorrow & remorſe for that deed) yer 
the foreſaid Declaration was ſo far effeftual , as rd 
derer many from their former diligence in Infor- 
ming againſt us, & alſo ro draw our ſome ro joyn 
with us, & ounethe work more publickly 1n rheir 2 
places & ſtations, than before this they had done, 8 
Bur in the mean time, when they were Perſecuting 
us moſt horely , their Souldiers 8 ſome Gentlemen 
killing us where ever we could be found , without et- 
rhertriall or ſentence before any of rheir ſo called In- 
dicarories » & when they were holding their Courts |}: 
concerning the Abjuring of that fame Declaration s 
the Lord did remove by death thar Tyrant, Charles | 
the ſecond, Where upon inſtantly followed the Pro- #* | 
claiming offames Duke of York, a profeſſed & known po 
Papiſt, an avowed Enemiero God & Godlynefſs, by . | 
a party ofhis oun creatures , as King of great Brit- 
tain, France, @ Ireland; Andafterwards, his con- 
vacating a Parliament in Scotland, to authoriſe 8 
confirme the foreſaid Proclamation , 8 to eftablith- 
him'in bis uſurpation Be Tyranny, Therefore we 
thoughr rhar ſuch a deedcould nor paſs withour ſome 
witneſs & Teſtimony againſt rhe ſame byys >, unleſs: - 


we had forg#tren the method of our worthy, zealous, 
& reſolure Reformers, & our ſolemn Borjds & Co 
venants to the Lord , ' & alſo His grear kindne 
ſhown. unto us 1n preſerving a Remnant of us In this - Y* -f 
bor firie furnace, Hence” we publiſhed another #Þ . 
7 Declaration at Sanquhair , May 28. 1685. Teſtifeing  *| 
\ _- againſt the foreſaid Proclamation \ '&. ous | w 4 E 
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T of | ( r7 ) 
Woainſt the then pretended Parliament, convocate by 
| Rim to eſtabliſh his Tyranny & carry on hisother de- 
ſignes , & allo bearing witneſs & Teſttmony againſt 
F.: net of Papiſtry , In generall & parricular heads 
as is fully expreſſed in our National Covenant » againſt 
Its entering into this Land-again ( which he & his |. 
omplices were clearly ſeen ro be drivingat , be= 74 
fore, atthar time, & much more ſince) 8& againſt | 
any thing which-might make way forthe ſame 8&c. / 
Which Declaration, asit was notſo much condem- 
ined by others as any of our former , To Enernies 
were ſo far reſtrained by God , & diverted by other 
eans of preſent occurring exigences, that it never 
as yet became any trial ro the Land. This was done 
-}: jinthe mean time of rhe Earle of Argyle his expedi- 
}. jrion: with which we were much. preſſed ro concur, - 
++; |8& Tſeverall embodied with us were draun away with 
4 'the importunity of ſome Miniſters & others of thar 
- .\Afociation : Yer we couldnor Joyn with them, nor 
| eſpouſetheir Declaration as the ſtate of our quarrell; 
becauſe it was nor concerted according tothe antienr 
plea of the Scoriſh Covenanters ih defence of our 
Reformation , expreſſly according ro our Covenants 
Nartionall & Solemn League ,' of which they rhade 
no mention in their Declaration, nor ofPrefbyreris- 
1 ll Government > which was of purpoſe leſt the 
'- +# Pectariaris ſhould be irritate; & becauſe it opened 
... $ ..þdoor fora Confederacy with SeCtarians & Mali-. 
:\'\ & pants, of which Malignants they had fome among 
=. yuem guilty of ſheding our blood ar Airs Moſs. Aﬀter 
 $* . fhe defear of this Expedition, in anſuer rothedefire 
__X . pf ſome Miniſfers , who came over with rhe fore ſaid 
* Earle (arleaſtir was reported rous they defired ſuch 
 Þ thing) webad a COOnenge with them ; July 22; 
4 * £4 1685: 
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1685. In which, inſteadof allaying differences, the 
= that were madefor Union did heighten our 

reaches, both with them 8& among our ſelves, as 
did appear by the conſequence : for herein, though 


they offered accommodarion, yer, in Conference ro , 


bring ir-abour, they menrained & did nor difoun 
that which bred alienation; ro wit, a previous Infor- 
mation they had ſent to ſtrangers, accuſing us of hea- 
vie things, that we had nor only caſt off all Magiſtrars, 
bur had conſtitute among ourſelyes all Kinds cf Ma- 
giltrars, & were for cutting off all as open Enemies 
who did nor acknouledge our Imaginary Govern- 
menr, that our Societies were only an Erroneous Fa- 
Ction & have no power of calling Paſtors 8&c. Which 
Information ſo full of Calumnies, rhough they did 
exrenuar, alledging that copie ofit which we pro- 
duced was forged; yer they confeſſed ſome ſuch In- 
formation was written, & went on to pyoſecute in 
effeCt the ſame criminarion , & ſaid, they excerp= 


red all our of our publick Papers; 8 furder challenged . 


us for falſly accuſing them in our Proreſtarion againſt 
the Scotiſh Congregation atRorterdam , where they 
with others were promiſcuouſly charged with ſundry 
things in cumulo , which they were nor guilty of: 
We confeſſed, it was an overſight conjunctly ro ac- 
cumular rheſe charges withour diſtinction , bur ra- 
king them ſeparatly we offered ro make our every 
thing there charged, upon the namesinſerted. Fur- 
thermore, in enveighing againſt My. Reniicks Or- 
dination, they accuſed the Church of Holland of Era- 
ſtianiſme, 8 of three Sprinklings in Baptiſm which 
they called PopiſÞ, & ſome other Corruptions : Tor 
which he only replyed , thar he had received his 


Ordinarion fromthe Preſbyrrie of Groningen , & they 
eing 
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being Forreigners , & nor chargeable, either with 
our, Defections , or any declining from the Teſti- 
mony of their oun Church , bur advancing & groan- 
ing under ſome Corruprions from which they were 
never Reformed, . would come under another Con- 
fideration, then Miniſters of our oun Church , de- 
fendipg a Courſe of DefeCtion ; howbeir as he pro- 
reſted'1n the face of their Preſbytrie , when he re- 
ceived Ordination , againſt all things that he knew 
among them diſlonanrt ro the Reformation of the 
Church of Scor/4ud, ſo he rold his purpoſe ro in- 
forme thar Venerable Preſbyrrie how they were re- 


preſented in Scotland, & if they could not clear them- 
. ſelves ar leaſt of ſome ofthe groſleſt of theſe things, 


he would be willing roacknouledge ,. before ſuch as 
wore competent, that he had offended: in medling 
with them. The accommodation they offered was 
vpon termes which we rhoughr deſtructive ro,our 
Teſtimony , ro lay aſide all debares, 8 ler bygones 
paſs, & goe on inthe publick work: which we did 
not think was the way to heal our ſore, but we of- 
fered, 1f differences & exceprions could be removed 
ina right & honeſt way, we would be moſt willing ro 
Joyn with them : which exceprions were given in, 
in theſe particulars following , viz. Ther leaving. 
the Countrey & deſerting the publick work , when 
It was ſo neceſſary ro concur in rhe Teſtimony, 1n 
a time of ſo great a famine ofthe Goſpel; And nor 
only nor concurring in the: Teſtimony, bur con- 
demning itin Sanquhair & Lanerk Declarations, even 
as to the matter of them ; And nor condemning rhe 
paying of the Locality impoſed for mentaining ſoul- 
diours againſt rhe work & people of God:;; Their 
countenancing the Complyers of the time , while 
' | B 2 in 
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in theLands & , when abroad, joyning with the 
' Scots Congregation at Rozrerdam , & hearing the 
Indulged preach there ; Their Informing againſt us, 


& aſperſing us with ſlanders , ſuch as theſe in the fore- 


mentioned Information :: And their concurring in 
the E. of ArgyPs Afociation, againſt which we had 
ſo many things to objec, as abovehinred. "hich 
exceptions (though among theleaſt we have aFainſt 
many other Miniſters , with whom we haveno clear- 
neſs ro joyn in our now Circumſtances, yet) we 
thought ſufficient ro demur upon; When, after 
many. fruitleſs janglings, we could receive no fariſ- 
ration abour them, nor a publick Teſtimony ſariſ- 
fyingly ſtared', wherein we might both agree 8 
concur: Albeit we made an overtur inthe end, thar 
they & we ſhould endeyour ir, in this fort, that 
they ſeverally by themſelves ſhould draw up all ttie 


fins gf the time, & weby our ſelves; tharſo, when 


compared together, 1t mighr be ſeen where we dif- 


fered, 8& how far we could unite; bur though they | 


ſeemed to be as much for iras we ar firſt) yet in the 
end when 1t was offered they rejeted it. So the 
Conference broke up: And rhereafter we were more 
untenderly dealt with by them, & alſodeſerred by 
ſeverall Joyned with us1nfellowſhip, who from thar 
time began xoleave of coming to our GenerallMeer- 
ings, & to take ſeparate ways withour reſpec ro 


our former conſented to agreement; & alſo did 


hear , receive , & ſpread ſome falſe reports given 
forth againſt us, wichour premoniſhing us abour the 
ſame » & drew many off from our Socieres by ſuch 
means. With ſome of which we had a Conference, 
2an. 28, 1686. Who faid, they had a verbal Com- 
miſſion from ſome Socteres in Carrick &c, The effet 
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whereof ( whatever wasthe intent of their coming) 
rended ro a further breach, rhough we were nor - 
conſcious to our ſelves of any untender dealing with 
them, For firſt, we did endeyour ro remove all ſup- 
poſed grounds , uppn which they might ſtumble into 
alienation from us, byclearing our minds abour all 
theſe things the Miniſters laid roourcharge: Then 
ſeverall Queſtions of weightabour our preſent diffe- 
rences were proponed to the Meeting, viz. abour 
a letter of Accuſation ſpread againſtus, (which they 
. did nor poſitively diſclaim ) abour the E. of ArgyPs 
Declaration (which they would oune or diſoune, 
according as it was diverſly interpreted )' abour the 
exceptions given in againſt the Miniſters ( which they 
alledged were nor valid) And finally we aſked the 
foreſaid Perſons, whether or not they were clear ro 
joyn with us, in generall 8& particular fellowſhips, 
now when they had heard us ſpeak our minds ſo 
freely? This they refuſed ro anſuer , purring rhe 
Queſtion back, whether or not we would joyn with 
them? And generally, in all the queſtions, rhey 
eclined freedom & plainneſs , & ſeemed averſe from 
ſariſfying us » & to berather for contending then a 
free communing for Union. Chiefly they ſtickſed 
abour a generall Concluſion , previouſly agreed ro 
8 reſolved upon amongus , That nothing relative to 
the ps, & concerning the whole , ſhould be done » 
without the conſent or at leaſt the knowledge of the whole: 
Which Conclufon, though formerly they agreed 
to, yet now they called an Impoſition ; alledging 
thar thereby they. might not hear a faithfull Mini- 
ſter, when occaſion offered'; Though werold them, 
we did not rake thar Concluſion in anabſolur ſenſes 
bur exponed ir as it is after qualified, with the ſe- 
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verall Cautions, mentioned Head firſt, $. 2. Infine, 
for the reſult of rhis Conference , when we were 
urged as above, ( whether we would ſoyn with them 
as formerly ?) by way of retortion to our propoſal 
of the ſame to them; we told them , we could nor 
anſwer in name of our Societies', having no direction 
from rhem for that effect, 8 that for our oun parr 
we would not refuſe accidental or occaſional Com- 
munion with them, as Brerhren & Chriſtians ; bur 
1n the preſent circumſtances, we could not be clear 
ro concur with them as formerly , incarrying on rhe 
publick work, unrill our exceptions were removed: 
which were , Their breaking that Concluſion of 

Brotherhood formerly condeſcended ro, in their 
_ Calling Miniſters againſt whom we had exceptions 
_unremoved , without acquainting us there with ; 
1n their drawing together in Armes withour our 
knowledge, 8& contrare to what was concluded by 
themſelves with'our friends; 8& their fideing with 
other perſons 1n points of diſagreement againſt us. 
Whereupon they broke away abruptly ; And their 
carriageſince hath been very diſengadging , by their 
labouring many ways to repreſent us unto the 
wdrld as odious , in their Informations given 1n 
ro Maniſters againſt us. Bur now we muſt bear 
many obloquies from them & others', waiting 
1a dependence on the Lords Vindication » who 


will bring forth our righteouſneſs ( or rather the. 


righreouſneſs of his oun Cauſe by us menrained ) 
as the lighr , & our Judgement as the noon- 
day, in his oun time. Bur ſhuning ro. be Pro- 
lix, & ſtudying all brevity poſſible , ' we ſhall 
bere defiſt from ſuch a ſad & lamentable rela- 
lion, wherein we have bur touched ſome of 
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the many ſteps of our defection , & our poor 
& inſignificant Contendings againſt the ſame. 


—_—__________zm_ Tp 
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T H E 


DECLARATION 


Of the Preſent ſtate of our 


Toſtimony. 


He former Deduction we have ptemiſed, 
that the ſtare of our preſent Conrrover- 
fies may be the more fully & clearly re- 
preſented, & that what follows may be 
rhe berter underſtood ; having diſcovergd 
how our Defections & breaches began, 8& how 
they have mulriplied & encreaſed , & how. not- 
withſtanding the Lord hath never wanred a Com- 
pany of liveing.witneſfles ro bear Teſtimony againſt 
rhe ſame, Bur ſeing, as it hath been the lot of the 
more fairhfull in all ages of the Church, ſo1n our 
day, th:ſe whom the Lord hath honoured 8: help- 
ed to witneſs for him, againſt the crooked ways of 


the generation , have had ir for their rryal ro be _ 


much ſuſpected , reproached, contradicted, cenſur- 
ed, & oppoſed by many of lukewarm, backdraw- 
ing, & indifferent tempers, & we hayeQot wanted 
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our ſhare » by reaſon of the dreadfull impurations 


. ofPerſecuters,& rhe mifrepreſentations of pretended - 


friends; Whereby many 'cf Zions welwiſhers have 
been nonpluſed , whar to think of us & of our 


Cauſe: Therefore, for the glory of God, the vindi- . 


cation of Truth , the fatiſfaction of puſled Con- 
ſciences , clearing of differences, wipeing of repro- 
aches, removeing of miſtakes upon our part , re- 
claiming ſuch as through ignorance , muſinfarma- 
tion ' or miſconceivingapprehenſions, have hereto- 
fore miſtaken , ar leaſt have become jealous of our 
Principles & proctiſes, for convincing of theſe ( if 
the'Lord will ) who moſtly oppoſe us, for mentai- 
ning according to. our power & places the Cove- 
nanted work of Reformation, & that the young ge- 
neration may nor be ſtumbled ( who are greatly in 
hazard thereof, by therurnings aſide that have been 
ro the righr & lefc hand) 8: finally that all the 
Chriſtian Reformed world , who will imparnally 


weigh matters in the ballance of the Sanctuary , 


withour affetion or prejudice , may ſee with rheir 
- own eyes, 8&artain unto a berter underſtanding con- 
cerning us; Upon theſe & the like grave. & impor- 
rant conſiderations, We for our ſelves, &all who 
adhere unto us in the ſtared Teſtimony , againſt: 
Popery, Prelacy , Eraſtianiſme, Softarianiſme , Schiſme, 
d& Defefion , find ' our ſelves obliged ro give 
an account of our Principles ro the world, & then 
Proceed to offer a brief Reply ro the marrerial accu- 
ſarions, which are given forth againſt 'usin Letters, 
Informations, & Conferences. 

| We ſhall now therefore, 1n the firſt place, give 
2 ſhort Declaration of our Teſtsmony : Shewing firſt, 
what we nntain, & poſitivly oune , as the marrtex: 


Of 1t 
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\ of ir: & ſecondly, whar we difoune as prejudicial 


thereunto, & inconſiſtent therewith. 
As to the Firſt, we fincerely , unanimouſly , & 
conſtantly Teſtifie & Declare, our hearty embrac- 


. ing of & adherence unto the written Word of God, 


contained in the Scriptures of the Old & New Te- 


 ſtaments, as theonly rule of fairh & manners, & 


whatſoever 1s founded thereupon 8 conſonant there- 
unto : Such as the Confeſſion of Faith, our Cate- 
chiſins Larger & Shorter, our Covenants National 
& Solemn League, the Acknowledgement of ſins 4& 
Engadgement to duties , the Cauſes of Gods wrath, the 
ordinary & perperuall officers of rhe Church by 
Chriſts oun appointment ; ſuch as Paſtors, Dofors, 
Elders , & Deacons, & the -Forme of Church Go- 
vernment which is commonly calted Preſbyreriall , 
either 1n Congregartional, Preſbyreriall, or Synodi- 
cal Aſſemblies, whether Provincial, National,or oecu- 
menical ; rogerher with all rhe Acts & proceedings of 
our General Aſfemblies , eſpecially from the year 
1638 ro 1649 incluſive) yea & every peice of: the 
atrained unto Reformation of rhe Church of Scor- 
land. In like manner we Teſtify & Declare, our 
cordial adherence untoall the fairhfull Conrendingss 
.thar, have been ouned & proſecured by Miniſters or 
Profeſſors, for promoval 8 defence of Reforma- _ _ 
tion in former times ; as theſe againſt rhe Publick 
Reſolutions , Cromuels uſurpations , the valh, Tolleration 
of- Hereſtes & Sedts in his time; as alſo all the 
fairhFull Contendings of Miniſters 8& Profeſſors ; 
ſince the unhappie Reſtauration of Charles the Se- 
cond (.when rhe: work of Reformation was overturs 
ned ) unto this very day ; whether againſt the Sa 


crilegious Uſurpation & Tyranny of the Malignant 


\ 


4 


| party , or againſt the Complyances, Defections , 
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& Unfaithfullneſs of Miniſters & Profeflors: More 
particularly , unto all faithfull Proreſtations, Teſti- 
monies, & Declarations, thar have been given in 
theſe latter rimes, for the work of Reformation , 
& againſt all Uſurpationsof & Encroachments upon 
the Prerogarives of Chriſts Croun & Priviledges of 
his Houſe, & any thing elſe of whatſoever ſort preju- 
diciall ro the Reformation: 8&-expreſlly we declare 


our adherence unto the Declarations publiſhed ar 


Rutherglen , Sanquhair, ( firlt'8& laſt) & at Lanerk, 
rogether with the Apologerecall Declaration, affixed 
upon ſome mercar Crofles & ſeverall Paroch Church 
doors , for the matter, ſubſtance , & ſcope of them, 
as accommodared to the times wherein they were 
exhibired, according as we explain them afterward 
Head 2. Finally we Teſtify & Declare, our cordial 
ouning & opproving of the faithfull & free preaching 
of the Goſpel in the open fields, as wellas in hou- 
ſes, both before & fince Bothuel; & ofthe duty of 
- defending rhe Goſpel & our ſelves by armes, & the 
Lawfullneſs of Defenſive war againſt the Uſurpers 
of our Eccleſiaſtical & Civil Liberties ; & conſe- 
quently*, all theſe appearances ina-Marrtial manner 
againſt rhe publick Enemies of this Church & King- 
dom, at Pentland, Drumclog, Bothwel,U&; Airs moſs: And 
alſo our-adherence unto the Teſtimonies given. by 
Martyrdom on fields , ſcaffolds , & Seas; ororher- 
ways, by, Baniſhment, Impriſonment, Stigmati- 
zings, TWrrures, or ſuffering any other ways, for 
their adherence unto the Reformation , & noncom- 
pliance wirh rhe{God-provocking courſes of the time, 


& for nor ouning the Anthority or rather Tyranny of 


Ulſurpers, in place of Magiſtracy qualified according 
20 the word of God, * 
As 
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As to the Second, We ſincerely, Unanimouſly, 
& Conſtantly Teſtify & declare , our rejeQting of 
whatſoever 1s contradictory or contrarle unto the 


Written Word of God , or not founded therenpon, 


ee ——_ 
0 


either expreſſly or by direct near or neceſſary con= 
ſequence : -And more particularly , in hke manner, 
we Teſtify & Declare our Rejecting & Diſouning 
of Popery» Quakeriſme , Libertiniſme » Antinomia- 
niſmes Socintaniſme, & all other Hereftes under what- 
ſoever deſignation , together with the Blaſphemies, 
Hereſfies » & wild extravaganges of fohn Gib ; All 
Errors upgn the right hanq , ſuch as, Anabaptiſme , 
Independency , Millenariſme, & all other Sects 8& 
Schiſms , together with rhe diviſive courſes followed 
by any others, eſpecially in our day , & the Uſur- 
ping of any upon the Miniſterial Function nor duely 
called thereunto , as upon this ground ( beſide other 
reaſons) we have excepted againft Mr. Fohn Flint : 
And all Errors upon the lefr hand, as Prelacy, && 
Eraſtianiſme ( againſt which our Church hath had 
much wreſtling & contending ) together with all 
kinds of Idolatry , Superſtition , 8 prophanneſs,: & 
whatſoever elſe 1s found contrarie to ſound DoCtrine 


 & rhe power of Godlynelſs. 


Moreover, conſidering what heinous & God-pro- 
vocking fins have been commurred 1in'this Land. 
againſt God, in contempt» of & with prejudice ro 
his Cauſe & Covenants, fince we began ro turn 
away from Him, we ſhal brieftly enumerar ſome of 


=rheſe, Declaring our.dereſtarion & abhorrence of the 


ſame. Therefore in the firſt place , we declare our 
Teſtimony againſt all Complyances with rhe 1niqui- 
ries of this t1me eſtabliſhed by Law , 1n obedience 
ro their Curſed commandements directly or indi=. 
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realy ; All countenancing of & complying with Pre- 
Hacy , Supremacie, or Tyranny , or any Uſurparion 
on Church or ſtate made by rhis Malignant Ene- 
mie; All hearing of Carats or Indulped, or paying 
either of them $:#pends exacted by iniquous Law ſer- 
ting them up; All anſwering ro the Courts of Per- 
ſecuters, Takeing any of their Oarhs as the Dec/a- 
ration renuncing the- Covenants z the Oaths of Sy- 
premacie & Allegiance, the Teſt , the Oath of 4b- 
juration , The Oath Super inquirends , and all others 
of the like nature; particularly the late new. con- 
rrived oath of Allegiance , ſubſtirure 1n the place of 
all rhe former, & comprehending 1n irs boſome the 
extraCt of all theirjiniquiries , requiring the acknou- 
ledgement & maintainance of the(moſt open faced 
8 declared abſolure Tyranny of the Duke of York, 
in his invading the Soveraignity of the Moſt High, 
& all his ſubſervient Popiſh & Arheiſticall defig- 
nes, which 1s contained in the lJare Proclamation 
for the abominable Foleration ; Likeways all ſub- 
ſcribing any of rheir Bonds , impoſed ro fetrer & 
defile the Conſcience, as the Bond of peace, Bondof 
Regulation, The Bond of Compearance , & all others 
partaking of affiniry with theſe 5 As alſothe paying 
any of their wicked [mpoſitions for bearing doune 
the Goſpel & work of Reformation , as Militia 
money, Ceſs, Locality , Fenes , or = nopuek, or any | 
thing that may ſtrengthen the hands of ſuch evil { 
doers: And in like manner, wedeclare our Teſti- 
mony againſt all the ſteps of defe&tion , declining ' 
from or contradictory unto the Covenanted Refor- 
marion of the Church of Scotland; And Therefore 
we diſoune , as inconſiſtent with our Anceftors Te- 
ſtimony, that promiſcuous Afociation in the lare. | 
Expe- 
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Expedition 1685. & all Afociations 8& Confederi.. - 


cies wharſoever with Sectaries & Malignants, & 
any other thing thar opens a” door for their intro- 
duction & tolerarion 's or whereby the ſtar® of the 
quarrel is not propoſed according ro the antienr 
plea, againſt both righr & lefc hand oppoſites. 

Bur more particularly , becauſe our Principles ars 
moſt ſuſpeted upon rhe Ordinances of Magiſtracy 
& the Miniſtry 5 Therefore we ſhall plainly unbo- 
ſome our hearts abour theſe alſo, We profeſs then 
concerning Magiſtracy ( ro obviar the ſuſpition of 
any unfriendlyneſs rowards that Ordinance, 8& 
diſloyaltie ro rightfull Magiſtrats) & Declare our 
mindes in theſe Aﬀerrions. 1. As we diſtinguiſh be- 
rween Magiſtracy , or rhe Office (1n the abſtract ) 
& the Perſons inveſted with the Office ; ſo of Ma- 
giſtracy 10 1 ſelf confidered, we ſay; that as it is 
not ſubjectivly founded upon grace, 1o iris a holy 
& Divine inſtirurion, for the good of humane So- 
ciety , the encouragement of Verrue & Piery , & 
curbing of Vice & Impiery , comperenr unto & ho- 
nourable amongſt both Chriſtians & Hearhens.-2. As 
for ſuch Magiſtrats as , being rightly 8& Lawfully 
conſtirure over us , do aCtas the, Miniſters of God , 
ina direc line of ſubordination ro God , in rhe de- 


" fence of our Covenanrted Reformation , & the ſub- 


jets Liberties; We declare, whenſoever we can 
obrain & enjoy ſuch Rulers, we will oune , em- 
brace, obey, & defend them ro rhe urmoſt of our 
pPdwer , & prove encourageing , ſibject, & obe- 
dient ro them 1n our places & ſtations. 3: In things 
Civil, chough we do nor ſay that every Tyrannical a& 
or aGtion doth make a Tyranr, yer we hold, thar 
habirual , obſtinar, & declared oppoſition to, & - 


OYCr- 


(30) 


overturning of, Religion, Laws, & Liberties , & 
making void all contracts with the Subjects, or when 
he uſurpes a power wirhour any compact , or giving 
any. ſeonrity for Religion 8& Liberties , or when he 
1s ſuch as the Laws of the Land do make incapable 
of Governmenr ; Theſe do ſufficiently invalidate his 
Righr & Relation of Magiftracy, & warrand ſub- 
Jets, eſpecially in Covenanted Lands , to revolr 
from under & diſoune allegiance unro ſuch a power. 
In ſuch a caſe, when the body of a Land colleCGiy- 
ly conſidered, or the more faith full & berrer parr 
'of that Land, in the time of National & univerſal 
. Apoſltacy, & complear & habirual Tyranny, ad- 
—hereing cloſſly ro rhe fundamental conſtitutions & 
Laudable practiſes of thar Covenanted Land: (when 
the fundamenral Laws ofthe Kingdome are directly 
overturned, & the eſſential conditions of the mu- 
tual Compadcts are broken, 8 ſuch ascleave cloſlly 
to the Reformation & Liberries of the Kingdome 
are accounted Rebells, & proſecuted asſuch) may 
rezect & refuſe rhe Magiſtrarical Relation berween 
the Tyrant & them: yer, before the erection of 
formal Magiſftracy , they may nor Lawfully arro- 
gar to them ſelvesthat Authority which the Tyranr 
hath forefaulred, orclaim ro themſelves rhe Au- 
thority of Judges ; though radically they have the 
Authority of theLaw,by rheirNarural right, & funda- 
mental power , which Godallowes &1s Natures ar- 


rendant ; '& the Municipal priviledge of rheſe ſub. / 


jects; burrhey cannor act judicially , mm either CK 
vi] or Criminal Courts, * only in the interim they 
may Lawfully do that which may moſt conduce to 
the ſecuring of themſelves, Religion , & Liberty, 
4. In Church affairs, we allow the Magiſtrar a po- 
- wer over the outward things of the Church , " 
Wart 
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what belongs to the bodies of Church officers: 8& 
members; bur nor over the mward things of the 
Church, ſuch as Doctrine, worſhip , diſciplin , & 
Government : We oune he may & ought to pre- 
ſerve both Tables of the Law, & puniſh by cor- 
poral & remporal puniſhment, wherher Church 
officers or members,as openly diſhonour God by groſs 
offences , either againſt rhe firſt or ſecond Table ; 
bur this he may nor do every way, bur aftet his 
oun manner , nor intrinſecally, burextranſecally, nor 
under the conſideration of a ſc » burof a crimes 
We grant he may order ſuch rhings as are for the 
wellbeing 8 ſubſiſtence of the Church , & for thar 
end may Convocat Synods in ſome caſes of the 
Church, pro re nata, beſide their ordinary Mee- 
rings (according as that part of Art. 2. chgp. 31. of 
our Confeſſion of Faith, 1s fully and clearly explained 
by the Act of the General Aſſembly of rhe Church 
of Scotland , conveen'd ar Edinb. Aug. 27. 1647. 
Seſſ. 23. approving the foreſaid Confeſſion of Faith) 


 & may be preſent there in external order ; butnor 
\ preſide 1n their Synodical debates & reſolutions; He 


may adde his Civil San#:on ro Synodical reſults , 
bur we deny him any power to reſtrain Church Of- 
ficers in Diſpenfiing of Chriſts ordinances , or for- 
bid them rodo whar Chriſt hath given them in Com- 


miſſion: We oune thar as he oughr ro rake care of 


the maintainanceof the Miniſtry , Schools, & poor, 
ſo imperativly he may Command Church officers 
ro do their duries; yer we deny him an e/zc#tzive po- 
wer, either ro do himſelf whar 1s incumbenr to 
Church officers, or to Depute orhers ro adminiſter 
Ordinances in his name, or by any Miniſterial power 


received from him: Finally we allow hima Camu- 
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lative power, whereby in his oun way he afliſteth, 
ſtrenrghenerh , & rarifyerh whar Church officers do 
by verrue of their office; bur we deay unto him a 
Privative power , which detraCterh any way from 
the Churches Authority , for he is a Nurſing father 
& nor a ſtep-father. In ſumme, we grant rhis ro 
be rhe full extent of the Magiſtrats Supremacie 1n 
the Church affairs, roorder , whatſoever #& comman- 
ded *by the God of Heaven that it be diligently done for 
the Houſe of the Gud of Heaven. And whar further 
*he may Uſurpe , we Diſoune & Deteſte. 

But confidering the God-contemning & Heaven- 
daring wickedneſs, Uſurpation , & Tyranny » of 
; thepreſenrt & Jarrer pretended Rulers overthis Land; 
8& whar grievous affronts, bold & open defyances, 
they have given to the Moſt High God , & whar 
unparalelled abuſes they have done ro the Ordinance 
of Magiſtracy ; Therefore We diſoune, deteſt, & 
abhor rhe corruption , perverſion, & everfion of 
thar-Ordinance 1n this Land And in the firſt place, 
for the late Tyrant; As we do abhor the memory 
of his firſt ereftion , & unhappiereſtauration, after 
by many evidences he was known to be an Enemie 
ro. God & the Countrey ; his nefarious wickedneſs,. 
in cjecting the Miniſters of Chriſt from their Char- 
ges, & introducing abjured Prelacy ; his atrocious 
arrogance, 1n reſcindigg all Acts of Parliament for 
the worksof Reformation ; his unparalelled perfidie 
& Perjury, in wakiog jvoid, & burning the Co= 


penants; his Heaven-daring Uſurparion, 1n arroga- 


ring to himſelf thar Blaſphemous & Chriſt-derhro- 
ning Supremacy ; his audacious 8 treacherous exer- 
ting of rhar uſurped power, 10 giving Indulgences 
ro oured Miniſters, rodivide & deſtroy rhe Ley 
25 nie — 1s 
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| his arbitrarian & manifeſt Tyranny , over the Con- 


ſciences of poor people , preſſing them to conformi- 
ty With the rimes abominartions, contrary borh ro 
Religion & reaſon > 8& impoſing npon them Cone. 
ſcience-debauching. Oaths ; His abſolure domination 
over the whols Land , in levying Malitia & other 


Forces » Horſe 8& Foot, for carying on his wicked 


defignes, of advancing himſelf to an arbirrary po- 
wer» & bearing doun the work of Reformation , 


& enſlaving the people; particularly in ſending an* 


Hoſt of Savage 8& barbarous Hiph-landers ſeveral- 
times, upon a poor innocent people, ro waſt & de- 
ſtroy them; And impoſing wicked 24xations for the 
maintainance of theſe Forces, profefſedly reqwired 
for ſuppreſſing Religion & Liberty , & preſerving 
& promoting his Abſolureneſs over all matters & 
perſons ſacred & Civil ; His cruelty over the bodies 
of Chriſtians, 1n chaſing , catching , & killing upon 
the fields, many-, withour ſentence paſt upon them, 
or time previouſly ro deliberat upon death, yea 
& withour raking norice of any thing ro be laid 
againſt them, according to the worſt of their oun 
Laws; Drowning Wongn, ſome of a very-young 
8 ſome of on exceeding old age; Imprifoning , 
Laying in irons, exquihre frorturing by Boots, Thumb- 
hens , & Firematches , Curring pieces our of the ears, 
Baniſhing 8 ſelling as Slaves old & young ,, men & 
women » 1ngreat numbers, bloodily burchering upon 
Scoffolds, Hanging ſome of all Sexes & ages, Heading, 
Mangling , diſmembering alive, Quarrering dead bo- 
dies;oppreſling many others in their Eſtates, Forefaul- 
ting their Poſſeflions, Robbing, Pillaging their goods, 
Caſting Men Women 8& Children our of theirHabira- 


' ttons, [arerdicting any toreſets Riad thepainsof 
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being treated after the ſame manner z & all this for 
their adherence unto the Covenanted' work of Re- 
formarion , while in the mean time many mfrder- 
ers » Adulterers , 8 inceſtuous perſons, Sodomirs, 
wirches, & other malefaors, were pardoned or 
yes wirhout puniſhment : So for the continwed & 

abirual rra& of theſe, & many other , Actsof Ty- 
ranny, we havediſouned', & yer adhere to our re- 
vor from-under, the yoak of the Tyranny of Char- 
les the Second , & Declare that his whole Govern» 
ment was a complear 8& habiruall Tyranny, & no 
more Magsſtracy then Roþbery is a righrfull poſſeſ- 
flion, And in hike manner , 1n the Nexe place, we 
.diſoune the Uſarparion of Fames Duke of York , ſuc- 
ceeding & infi wm_ in the ſame footſteps of Tyran. 
ny ,. Treachery , & Cruelty ; with the ſame domi- 
neering over men & Womens Conſciences., 8& 
cruelty towards their bodies , & Eſtares, & oppreC- 
ſton over the Land; arrogaring to himſelf an abſo- 
lur power , more declaredly then any other former- 
ly; & labouring to bring theſe Lands again jn Sub- 
jection ro the yoak of Anti-Chriſt ; beingaprofeſ- 
ſed Papiſt ; & therefore ,, what ever right he may 
pretend by lineal ſucceſſion , ſuffrage of Iniquous 
Lawes & pacqued Parliaments , he hath no legal or 
lawfull rightro rhe Croun : eſpecially, ſeing many 
Acts of antienr Parliaments, declare Papiſts alroge- 
ther incapable of bearing any Rule , or any: other 
whomſoever , except they be matnrainers of the rrue 
Proteſtant Religion , according to the National Co- 
venant » aSiti1s ſtarure by the $8 AR. Parl. 1. repeated 
inthe 99 AR. Parl. 7. ratifyed in the 22 48. Parl. 11, 
& 114. AR. Parl. 12. of K, fames 6. @ 4. 48. of K, 
Chartes tbe firſt, And here we ſtand ast9 the point of 
Magiſtracy, | Con- 
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"Concerning; the Mmn:ftry; .To obviat the ſuſpicion 
. of any averſation from the. holy Ordinance of the 
Miniſtry, , &. of denying obedience in the Lord to. 
rrue. & fairhfull Paſtors ,: we in.like manner declare, 
r. As we diſtinguiſh between the Miniſtry 8& Mini- 
ſters, as berween the Office 8 the perſons inveſted 
therewith ;. .So as for rhe Miniſtry it ſelf, we oune 
the Lawfullneſs & neceſſity thereof, againft Qua- 
kers & all its other oppoſers : & hold 1t our dury 
(as we would nor be rebellious againſt Chriſt) ro. 
oune, . obey, & encourage in the. Lord, all rrue 
& fairhfull Paſtors , & highly ro honour. them in 
Love for their works ſake, 2.. We lookupgn it as 
unlawfull , - for any man never ſo well qualifyed 
otherways, ,to take upan_ him. the work of rheghſt- 
niſtry;,. withour, Licence , or a Lawfull Call,. 8Sr- 
dination hy laying on of.the hands. of the Preſby- 
rrie, or any, comgetenr number of,theſe. to whom . 
Chriſt hath commitred the power of the ,keyes of. 
the Kingdome of Heaven. .3,, We hold, that po- 
wer of Church Government & dilciplin , togerber. 
1 | "ky Br .. by: 
divine appointment is neither eommitred.,. nox, dothr 
apperrain, to Pope, Prelat, Magiltrat ,. vor mul- 
rirude of Believes, Preſbyterared or Unpreſbytera- 
red; Bur.onlyunto the Miniſters & Officers, which 
Chriſt harh appointed over His oun Church (which 
is His Mediatory Kingdome) as the ſubject. & re+ 
cepracle. of Church- power. And ſay , that He 
vers are'the: end of Church power , 8&-the Obje& 


thereof,. or_the party ro be Governed ; butnorthe 
Subjet, or Governours,.. or in any meaſure endued 
with that power of themſelves, either formallyor 
radically. .4. We hold, thar Schiſme , or diſou- 
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fo 
ning 8& rejeQing of, orgroundleſs 8& unwarantable 
Separating from , true & faitfull Miniſters, to be 
avery heinous, harefull, & hurrfull fin ; yer rhis 
doth not hinder, bur thar it may be duty , ina bro- 
ken ſtare of the Church, to with draw from Mini- 
ſters chargeable with defeQtion. For , ſeing this 
Church hath arrained ro ſuch a high degree of Re- 
formarion ;_ & ſeing , by Solemn Covenants tothe 
Almighty , we have bound our ſelves ro maintain 


& defend the ſame; Seing by reaſon of the Enemies | 


{ubrilry 8 cruelty , & the fainting » falling & failing 
of Miniſters, ſo many dreadfull defeQions have been 
introduced, embraced , & countenanced; Seing, in 
theſe times of diſtempering confuſions , we are now 
deagyed of the remedy of ſerled Judicatories, where 
untO"we - might recur for reCifying of diſorders ; 
And ſeing we are bound ro witneſs againſt theſe. 
Complying & backſliding Courſ&, whereby the 
wrath' of God is ſo much kindled againſt the Land: 
Therefore we holdir as our duty , thatwhenaback- 
ſliding or defe@ion is embraced, avowed , & ob- 
ſtioatly defended, - in ſuch thingsas have been Re- 
formed, eirher expreſſly or equivalently, eſpecially 
being witneſſed againſt dorinally , & further con- 
firmed by other Teſtimonies 3 We Judge it Law- 
full,” reaſonable , & neceſſary ; in a deglining, back= 
fliding , & troubled ſtare of the Church, ro leave 
that parr ,of the Church which harh-made ſuch de- 
feftion, whether Miniſters or Profefſors*, as ro a 
joynt concurrence in carying an the publick work 
(according as it is given in Command to Feremie ch. 
15. verſ. i9. let them returnunto thee » but return not 
thow unto them ). & to adhere unto rheother part of 
the Church , Miniſters 8 Profeflors » whether moe 
oo 1 OO, 
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. or fewer, who are ſtanding ſtedfaſtly ro the defence 


of the Reformarion , witneſſing againft others who 


 haverurned afide & declined therefrom; until rhe de- 


feftionsof the backſliding parry be confeſſed,mourned 
over , & foreſaken: This is noſeparation from the 
Church of Scoeland , bur only a departing 8 goeing 


is forth from herſins, backſlidings, & defeChons , as 


weare commanded by the Lord. 

Bur conſidering , how this courſe of defeCtion & 
revolting from the Lord, hath either. been carried on, 
complyed with , countenanced , or covered, bythe 


| Mnoſt part of the Miniſtersof the Church of Scoeland; 


whereby rhe Prerogarives of Chriſt have been ſur- 
rendered, & the Uſurper eſtabliſhed 1n rhe peaceable 
PRI of His Royall Throne the priviledges & Li- 

ertiesof His Kingdome ( the purchaſe of his hlood, 
tranſmitred ro us through the many valiant witnef- 
fingsofour worthy Anceſtors) abandoned & yeelded 
ro the moſt declaredly ſtared Enemie ro Chriſt that 
eyer wasSingadped in oppoſition ro him , & whereby 
the holy Ordinance of the Miniſtry 1s ſo much 


wronged , cortupted, 8& perverted ; & ſuch indi- 


gniries & affronts given unto Chriſt rhe giver & 
granter of their Commiſſion, & Miniſters themſelves 
made contemprible before the people : We declare 
our Teſtimony againſt all Complyanceg , defeCtions, 
backſlidings, turnings afide, & prejudices done to the 
work of God, by the Miniſters of the Church of 


_ Scotland, Howbeir as we acknoulege tothe Lords 


praiſe thar rhere have been fairhfull Miniſters in this 
Church from rime ro time who have valiantly zea- 
Jouſly, fairhfully wreſtled » contended, & witnefſed 
againh, not.only the heinous indigniries done tro their 
”rincely Maſter by the open & avowed Enemie, bur 
Y 82-4; alſo 


e 

.alfo the wrongs dotie ro his Cauſe 8: Kingdomeby 
rhe complyances » defettions, 8& lukewarmneſs of 
other Mmiſters : So we mention nor theſe things 
ro refle upon the holy Office, or from any pre- . 
.judice at their perſons ; Neither to juſtify our ſelves, 
bur ro ſhow our reſpe& unto & eſteem of rhe holy 
ordinance, toclear Truth, & ro vindicat the Cauſe. 
Therefore we mult teſtify againſt rheſe great defe- - 


Rions of many Miniſters , viz. In the firſt place , | 


againſt that concurrence given by many Miniſters 
ro the Treaty of Breda, for bringing home the King, 
afcer many diſcoveries of his Treacherie & inclinas 
tions to Tyranny , not withſtanding of many ſeaſo- 
nable & neceſſary warnings of the Generall Afﬀem- 
blie, to be vere wary & CircumſpeCt 1a truſting 
whey treating with him: Againſt theit falling upon 
' Publick Reſolutions, even when our Church had ar- 
rivedar her higheſt pirch of Reformation ; And the 
fainting of others, in forebearnigſto give faithfull 
warning offo great & dangerous afin , when ſome 
for their freedom & faith fullneſs were ſuſpended 
from their Miniſtery : Againſt-rheir Complyances 
-with Cromuel: Againſt not ſtanding for rhe 1ntrin- 
ſick Priviledges of the Church », in proteſting againſt 
that Heaven-daring Uſurpartion , of diffipating 8 
diffolving all che Church afſemblies, & free Courrs 
of Chriſt: Their finfull & generall ſuccumbing , 8& 
yeelding the charge & overſight of their peculiar 
Flocks, at the Command of man, as if they had 
nor received their Commiſſion from Chriſt ; 8 that 
in ſtead of faitbfall wirneflingagainft the farall over- 
turning of the work of God , 8&z Introduction of 
Abjured Anti-Chriſtian Prelacy » the moſt part . did 
forthwith embrace. ir, - Many others countenanced 


a. 


irby '| 


| wickedneſs committed in that day w 
League & Covenant was broken , &. 


| againſt rhe geanrers & receivers thereof; ſome plead- 
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by contrary impoſed Declarations, & Confcience-,F%+ 
| enſnaring oaths, Their unfaithfullneſs & difl6yalty $# 
'to the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, in not giying -..* 
Teſtimony againſt the Supremacy , -in the day when 
it was by Law eſtablihed upon the Uſurper of Chriſts 
Rovall dignities : Their general laying aſide 'the 
exerciſe of rheir office , after the work of Refor- 
mation wasoverturned , whereby poor people wants 
ed warning of the ſins & ſnares of rherime : Their 
embracing of the Indulgence : Their gaping afcer thar 
pretended priviledge,, who could not enjoy the fame; 
& orhersglealing unfairhfully in not witneſſing plainly 


. 7” 
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Ing for ir as no*defeCtion , & others pleading for 
union with theſe who had embraced it : And the 
Meeting of ſundrie Miniſters in ſeverall Preſby- 
tries, for rebuking & Cenſuring rhe more fairbfull 
ſervants of Chriſt , for diſcovering the ſinfullneſs » 4 
of that defeion : Andrheir laying bonds on others _  * 
nor ro preach againſt the ſame: Likeways when 
the Lord ſtirred up ſome Miniſters ro goe forth 
8& preach the Goſpel freely in the fields, & 
was ſeen rocountenance theſe Meetings , ghar ſome 
abode ſtill in their habirarions , 8 did nor concur 
with their more valiant & faithfull Brethren in di- 


ſplaying the banner of the Goſpel, in. thar publick 
manner : And others-who nor only lay by from the 
_ exerciſe of their miniſtry ,* bur alſo countenance 
Prelacy in hearing of Curats , & the Indulgence, in 
preaching wirh- & hearing theſe who accepred ir; 
Their being embraced both by Miniſters & people, 
, C 4 withour 
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without, any acknouledgement of fiich. offences : 
Moreover when ſome were forced to oppear in 
armes for defence of Religion, Laws, & Liberties, 
That rhey had ſo little concurrence of Minitters, ro 
countenance & encourage to theſe Expeditions : 
As alio the great hurt that ſome Manitſters { roge- 
ther with others ) did at that appearance at Borh- 
#el, putting in the late Tyrants Intereſt in the De- 
claration of that Armie (as alſo was done at Pent- 
land) And their oppoſing the mentioning the In- 
dulgence among rhe publick Sins, & likewiſe of a 
day of Humiharion, left it ſhould have been num- 
bered as one of the Cauſes of Gods controverſie with 
the' Land : The meeting of many Miniſters after 
Bothuel, calling rhemſelvesan Aﬀembly , & voring 
for the acceprarion of the Indemmty , & tit Indul- 
gence or new Liberty (rogerher with *rhe peoples 
Cautonary Bond ) for ſuch Miniſters as would hve 
peaceably ro preach in theſe bounds, that the E- 
nemies reſtricted them unto ; And when an enſna- 
ring Bond of peace was impoſed upon the Priſoners 
raken at Bothuel ; Their being filenr or nor giving 
their advice: And others perſuading theſe Cap- 
tives to put - forth their hand ro that abomination : 
And the great Unfairhfullneſs of rhe moſt parr, in 
not giveing faithfull warning to people, of rhe ha- 
zard of many other enſnaring Bonds , and Oarhsim- 

oſed for debauching of -peoples Conſciences : - 

hetr nor raking part with the more faithfull Meſ- 
ſengers of Chriſt , in preaching the Goſpel in the 
fields, when they were ,moſtly called ro rhar duty , 
in time of abounding ſnares from the right and lefr 
hand; And reproaching and condemning others , 
who did jeopard and loſs their lives, for ago? ek | 
; fullneſs 
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fullneſs in the work of the Miniſtry , and denying 

allegiance to theſe unrighteous Rulers : Some leavin 
ofthe Land, when they were moſtly called ro 
in it to diſcharge the dury of fairhfull Warchmen : 
And their long continwed filence, 1n nor giving the 
people fairhfull warning of rhe ſnares & abomi- 
nations of the time, when Enemies were moſt cru- 


elly prefling for Complyance , and paſling through 


with Cercuse Courts of unparalelled Inquiſntions : 
Their Complying with the Enemies, in Bonding 
with their Courts ( ſome to thar lenrgh , aszoCome 
under obligations ro forebear the exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry.) And Finally , rhe concurring and joy- 
ning of ſome with ſuch Confederacies and Afﬀo- 
ciations, as didopen a door for the Introduction borh 
of Malignants and SeQtaries, contrare ro our Cove- 


_ nant Engadgements. Bur as we deſire ro mourn 
_ thar theſe things ſhould bementioned, and thar we 
'_ areneceffitare ro make ſuch a ſad and unpleaſant re- 


hearſall; ſoalſo we deſire, that what patiricular Sreps 
of defe&ion may be here more indefinitly propoſed » 
as to the Miniſters, may be underſtood only of theſe 
ro whom they are duely applicable. | 
Bur that our Teſtimony , as managed by us, may 
be the berter underſtood , and exceptions brqughr 
apainſt us on that account more eaſily preoccupyed; 
before we proceed rothe Heads of our Vindication , 
we deſire thar theſe few things may be Chriſtianly 
conſtructed , by way of Caution & Conceflion. 
l.. We do indeed oune and adhere unro all theſe 
parrsof our Teſtimony, effenriall ad inregrall, fox- 


. . merand larrer , of greater and lefler conſequence : 


Bur we do not preſs every part or pendicle, clauſe or 


conſequence , of eyery one of our latter declara- 


C5 tions , 


<< ES io edALA KN Ne EE eta tt as > 


. _—— \ dbfenn 13.4 4 
F. 
% 
- 


(42) D \s5 


rions, asthe bond of our Communion , (as ismore 
fully explained afterward , Head 2. and in thein- 
ſufficienr grounds of with drawing, laid doun Head 5.) 
bur if ſo be our brethren will oune and avonch, in 
profeſſion and practice, every partof our Covenan=- 


ted Reformation , & joyn with us in the marter of . 


all our Declarationsand Teſtimonies, againſt Pope- 
ry » Prelacy , Tyranny, Supremacy , Sectarianiſ- 


- me, andall the aboye mentioned Complyancesand 


DefeQions, we will not require that they come all 
the fame length 1n the manner & forme. 

[I. Asthe Cauſe of God, viz. the Covenanted 
Reformation , is ro be diſtinguiſhed from the per- 
ſons who do eſpouſe or formerly have ouned that 
quarrel]; ſo itis rhe Cauſe we defirere contend for , 
and not rhe Inſtification of perſons, 1n things extra- 
neous to the Cauſe: Therefore whatever perſonal 
Infirmities, or ſcandals of any fort , .have appeared 
among theſe who profeſs ro oune the ſame Cauſe 
with us, when not vindicared by the whole, oughr 
nor to reflect upon the cauſe , norroÞbe impured ro 
all irs honeſt Lovers. So we defire ( which is juſt 
and equall ) rhar the Scandalous rranſgrefſions or 
extravagances that any among us have fallen 1nro, 
ro the detriment of the publick Cauſe , either by 
their Laritudinarian laxeneſs falling into defeCtion , 
or over much rigidiry and Strictneſs running beyond 
the bounds of mediocrity and rrurh , may not be 
made uſe of as an occaſion of an 1ll report , either 


-ypon the Cauſe or the Quners thereof. | 
ILL. If in any thing ( abſtzact from our faithfull 


8& well bottomed Contendings ) we have inthe man- 
nerof managing affairs , in reference tro the publick 


Cauſe, through Ignorance or imprudence, joyntly 
| miſcarryed,. 


[ 
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| miſcatryed , havingggood defigns - & the. thing | 


not atrended with obſtinacy ; our weakneſs & in- 
ſufficiency , in the abounding confuſtons of theſe 
preceeding times , our faithfull guides 8 men of 
underſtanding » by dearth & otherways ,' being 
removed » {hould be compaſlionatly looked upen 
& tenderly handled : Yea in very deed, we fear 
that this ſhall be found to ly heavy upon rheſe, 
who, forebearing ro witneſs & corftend publick- 
ly for the Lord , had foreſaken us , .while_en- 


_ devouring to follow duty. However , fo ſoon as 


any Error or miſtake did 'or doth appear amongſt 
us or any of us, preſently by degrees we ende- 
voured' & do endevyour , . both ſeverally & -roge- 
ther in Socieries particular & generall , the amend- 
ment & foreſaking rhereof, And albeir. poſlibly 
our Method 1n rectifying ſome diſorders, while 
the matrer ar firſt was propoſed ro confiderarions 
ſome rimes was nor ſo defireable , yer tt "was & 
is our work ,”by piece & piece toarrain unfo aMare 
exact manner. - G _ 
I V. Wharever may have been our miſcarria- 
ges , this is our fincere & profeſſed difign , pur- 


| pole , & reſolution , ro Tay out our ſelves to 
rhe urmoſt of our power, according to our pla- 


ces & ftarions , . for promoting & propagating 
the work of Reformation, cloſlly adhering co our 
worthy Reformers, & thoſe who have conſtant« 
ly walked in their foor ſteps , ſtedfaſtly. wreſtling 


| © againſt rhe Corcuptions & innovations of rhe 
times , continulng ſucceſſivly rhe Teſtimome for the 


Reformation : And: that our ſtudy 1s', to ;keep 
our ſelyes unpollured with the abounding. Aborm- = 


« nations of this our day ,: & tro hold-faſt the 


Truths 
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Truths of God , not lofing them among our hands, 
* but conveying them: doun to the ſucceeding ge- 
neration » equally guarding our ſelves againſt righr 
& lefc hand extreams. | 


— 


Our Vindication from ay 


Calumnies caſt upon us by 
ſome Brethren that have ef 


us, repreſented in Several 


Heads. 


Ow having with all brevzty poſſible de- 
clared the matter ofour Teltimony, whar 
we poſitivly oune & whar we diſoyne ; 
We ſhall proceed thence to remove mi- 
ſtakes , obviart unjuſt exceptions againſt 
us, & to clear our ſelves of Calumnious charges : 
Though we muſt nor think irſtranpe , that we have 
been ( through their ignorance of marters of fact ) 
miſtaken by ſome, 8& ſo alſo of our being repro- 
ached by very many. For we find in Scripture 
records; 8& 1n the records of former ages, of our 
oun & other Churches, rhar the faithfull have been 
branded with ſtrange Afperſions, 8& odious Ca- 
lumnies ; Sathan always labouring ro pur odious 
names upon reall duries, & ro bury the Truths of 


God under the baſe aſhes of vile reproaches; Yer . 
as* 


(45) 
as the Lord hath in former rimes by. His appea- 
rance blown away the ſame, So we defire to believe 
that he will yer dothe like, & vindicathis Trurhs 
from Error , miſtake,” & Conrempr. | 

Bur ro come to the preſent purpoſe : Being re- 
preſented by ſome, as having erefted amongſt us 4 
formal Authoritative Community, & EraſiianRepublickz 
Takeing unto us the Government both of Church U& State; 
Attributing unto the people the power of Church Go- 
vernment ; Impoſing ſinfull of unjuſt reſtrittions upon Mi- 
niſters of Profeſſors; U& unwarrantably dividing W ſe- 
parating from them ; & conſequently overturning the very 
Foundation of Preſbyterian Government 4 the Covenant- 
ed Reformation: We ſhall ſpeake ro ſundry Heads, 
which may make the contrarie appear., & free us 


| of ſuch a heavy impurartion , 8 declare us to be en- 


devouring only the promoving of that, which weare _ 
ſaid ro have overturned. | 


tt —_—_— 


"tis: 


Concerning our General 
CMeetings. 


'E are ſaid by ſome to handle, in 
- theſe Generall Meetings & Corre- 
ſpondencies, marrers -borh ' of 
Church & State & thar. Fudicialy 
 _ E& -by the ſame perſons T-aſſembly : 
Therefore 'we defire that rhefe things following may 
be conſidered , for clearing the Nature of theſe Mee- 

l | ings, 


2 
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tings, Fe, wipeing away. reproaches , '& remoying 

miſtakes abour the ſame. - FA 
| I. We look upon ourſelves, as, by conſtant 8 
habiruall Tyranny , reduced to our Native. & Ra- 
dical Liberrtie in this matter; & defiring faithfully 
to adhere unto the fundamenrall Laws & Laudable 
Conſtitutions ofour Church & Covenanted Nations 
with the reſt of the purer & bgtterpart.: And there- 
fore, though we cannor 8 do nor aflume roourſelyes 


a power of Magiſtracy ; yet after we had conſidered 


what would be beſt, 8 contribute moſt ro the. ſe- 
curing of our ſelves & Religion, we Judged it Law- 


| full, expedient, & Neceflary ro joyn ro gether into- 
one meeting all rhe particalar Societies, who were. 


of one ſudgement & practice in reference to the mar- 


rer of our Stated Teſtimony , by formal Conſent, - 


for murual help & correſpondence. 


IJ. This Union being founded on Common con- 


ſent , conſonant to Scripture & reaſon, for this end, 
the promoval of Reformation & preſervation ofour 
ſelves; The generall Concluſion we obferve 8 lay 
doun, 1n order to the manageing affairs for the beſt 
by deliberation amongſt us thus united, is, Thar 
Nothing relative to the publick , & which concerns the 
whole be done by any of us without harmonious conſent, 
ſought after & rationally wazted for , @ ſufficient delibe- 
ration about the beſt means of manner. Bur ſeing this 
Concluſion hath been much ſpoken againſt by ſome, 
 & condemned as an impoſition , weſhall.here ex- 
plain the ſame by adding ſome few conceſſory Ca- 


veats...('1.:) That foreſaid: Concluſion is\not to: be - 


takenin an abſolute ſenſe , 4s areſtritien ſimply ne- 
ceſlary for all rimes, all places, all perſons, all 
Caſes, & things (2. )' Though the Concluſion im- 

K : ports, 
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| * 
ports, that even in neceſſary duties which 
the whole, a part ought not goe on therein without 
proponing the ſame to the reit , For that which cog- 
cerneth the whole ought to be handled by rhe whole: 
Yer if theſe. ſhall. finfully deny their corcurrence., 
that- part may lawfully , withour rhe breach of the 
Conclytion, doirfor themſelves. ( 2.) As for points 
doubrfull & conrroverted, this Concluhon 1s neceſ{- 
ſary ro be obſerved, as an orderly & rational Me- 
thod, for adviſing & deliberaring about the preſent 
controverſie ; & ſo we look upon it asa hedge againſt 
precipirancy 8& raſhneſs , helpfull for the preſer- 
vation of Union, excluding of Coofilfion , curbing 
of perulant Spirits, & right managing of affairs. 
Thus when agcording to this Concluſion a right Me- 
thod 1s followed,.we chuſe that which 1s agreeable to 
rhe Law & to the Teſtimony. PS 
_JI1I. Theſe meetings, as they are neither Civil 
nor Ecclehaſtick Jjudicatories , ſo they zreof the ſame 
Nature with particular Chriſtian Societies , m. the 
time of this extreme perſecution , gathered rogether 
in theic generall Correſpondence , by murual advice 
8& common conſent , endeavouring Joynrtly ra know 
the fins-& duties of the day , that ſo we may be 
helpfull & encouraging ro one an other, in Conclu- 
ding whart is neceſſary for our preſervation » & the 
propagationofour Teſtimony, according ro the word 
| of God , the-Law of Nature » the fundamental 
| ConſtitutiSs & laudable praftices of our' antient 
Covenanted Church & Nation, adting Joyntly & 
harmoniouſly , by way of conſultation, deliberatt- 
on, & admonitory determination. RI 
I V. Theſe determinations & reſolutions » con- 
deſcended upon 'after that manner , though they be 
- ; p Amo 


ts. E % ' " = 
, & *® *, I x 
- 4 "A. - 
%.Y 'S F : 
4 , 


no fqrmal Statutes of either Civil or Ecclefiaſtick 
Judicartories;yerthey are underſtood tobe of a binding 
force upor: all chem who are conſenters, partly by 
reaſon of the nature of the thing, & partly by ver- 
rue of their conſent; bur no ways obrruded as ex- 
' tending over the whole Kingdome , becauſe 
coming from us, though we think there lyeth | 
upon them alſo a moral obligation ro performe 
ſuch- neceſſary duties. . 
|  V. Alll theſe things, as they are handled or con- 
fidered among ourſelves in our general Correſpon- | 
dences, are not abſolutly reſolved upon antecedently | 
to the knowſed2e of the Societies ſeverall 8& aparr, | 
bur conſequently: rhar 1s , for the preſervation of 
Union, & ſhuning Separation & Diyiſion, we ab- 
ſolurly reſolve nothing in rhe foreſaid meetings, bur | 
thar for which we have the advice 8 conſent of our 
brerhren; & when ir is reported unto the meeting 
whar any of the Societies agrees upon & adviſes un- 
ro, if the matter concern the whole (eſpecially if 
it be of any dangerous conſequence to be miſmanag- | 
ed) nothing 1s done therein peremptorly, unrtil the 
| reſt of rhe Socieries ger rime to conſider the thing 
| alſo, otherways hardly can Errors 8 diviſions be 
= revented. This we hold ro be our duty, & have 
bh endeavouring the ſame, not intentionally 
keeping any thing from any Socieries that ever was 
handled at any ofour Correſpondences: Albeirrhe | 
unconcernedneſs of ſome, 8&.the negle& of others, | 
who' were particularly. ſent ro our general mee- 
tings , hath prejudged their Socteries of what was 
allowed them , which we wiſh in time coming may 
be amended, 
VI. If ſo be any thing pro re nats ſhould be re- 
'h ſolved 
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ſolved upon in 'the common Correſpondence s for 


which rhey bad no delegations, & which mighr be 
1yable ro debares before the Socieries ſ{everally & a- 


part ſhould know & conſider it, 1t is not ro be 
reckoned the deed & fact of the Socieries , bur of 
theſe perfons then preſenr ſpeaking meerly in their 


. Qun names , _ not 1n the name of their brethren , 


from whom they have no direQion for ſuch a things 
neither are the Socieres bound to ſtand unto it if they 
ſee ir either unlawfull or 1fiexpedient-: neither is 
their nor ſtanding unto it, any wag to be interpreted 
a drawing back from harmonious agreement, ſeing 
their confent was nor previouſly required, the mar- 
rer never being imparted to them before the de= 
termined reſolution. Yea in very deed the breach 
of harmony would ly rather at their door, +” who 
had ſo refolved upon anything either WI: La 
inexpedient » withour previous advice. &: c@yſent. 
However, when any thing is conditionally reſolyed 
upon in the Correſpondence , . & then tmparted ro 
the Socieries ſeverally , by their giving their con- 
ſenr thereto , it becometh their proper fat & deed 
7. Laſtly when things incident & controvexred 
amongſt our ſelves, cannor be inſtantly eompoſed 
& agreed upon , neicher 1 Societies, nor the ge- 


alſo. 


__neral Correſpondence : then according to reaſon & 


Religion , every one 1s to take ſufficient time to 1n- 
forme themſelves > & deliberar abour the rhing,, 
before we proceed to any determination, that fo 
things may nor be carryed en raſhly & hand over 
head, bur a right way followed & no ſudden nor 


unwarrantable diviſion occaſioned. 
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we have not gone our of our Stations, by concluding 
matters Iudicially as Judges either Civil or Eccleſia- 
 Rtick, orby Eraftian praiſes confounded Church 8 
Stare together » bur ated therein as was comperent 
8 incumbent to us, | 
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Concerning our Declarations. 


"Y Eing the unjuſt impuration , of AQtng as 
- Judges either Civil or Ecclefiaſtick, or asan 
'Eralitian Republick , & other ſad accuſations, 
are unfriendly drawn from our Declarations, 
; particularly rhe firſt .Declararion publiſhed 

'at Sanquhair, 8 the following publiſhed at Layerk: 
'Therefor to remave ſucha charge, concerning bork 
theſe Declarations we in general plainly Declare, 
that we never did neither do look upon theſe as Au- 
thoritarive actions, 8& as ſuch extended over 8 
binding the whole Land (rhough they were all mo- 
rally obliged to do what we did, & more then we 
were able todo, & ro oune whar we have done 
rhereby.,' becauſe of rhe duty of the' thing ) but as 
Declarations publifhed in the name of theſe whoagd- 


here unto, & conſent with us -in , themarterofthe 


Teſtiniony. Bur ro ſpeak: more parricularly ; firſt, 
as to the firſt Declaration publiſhed at Sangquhary 
We fhall notice three things init,” Firſt rhe defigna- 
og : | | riON 3 
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tion, by which whe publiſhers 8& conſenters are 
rermed , - viz. The Repreſentatives of the true Preſby< 
terian Church 4 Covenanted Nation of Scotland, See 
condly, Fhe principall parr of the Declaration. viz, 
The diſouning of Q& revolting from under Charles the ſe- 
cond. Thirdly,The extenfive Declaration of war againſt 
char Tyrant & Uſurper. | 

As to the Firſt, to wit, the Deſignation ; We de- 
clare; thar by it we underſtand only theſe, whoin 
the time of Tyranny & Apoſtacy cleave moſt cloſſly 
to the fundamental Laws of the Kingdome, & ro 
the parrs & degrees of the Reformation already ar- 


* tained 1n this Reformed 8 Covenanted Land, or 


the Remnant thar is left bearing witneſs unto rhe 
ſame ; nor theſe who ordinarly are underſtood by 
this word, ro wit, perſons formally inveſted with 
Authority & delegation from theſe whom they re- 
preſenr , bur only a poor people appearing moſt pub- 
lickly for purſuing the ends of our Covenants , 
ſome way repreſenring the body thar ſhould have 
done 1t , in thar they did it 1n their ſtead', though 
they could nor have their concurrence. There fore, 
as we utrerly diſclaime, as an unſound & Eraſtian 
principle & practice , that the ſame party , perſons, 
& aſſembly formally inveſted with Authority, ſhould 
rake upon them to performe actions Civil & Eccle- 
faſtick repreſenting both Church 8 ſtare; ſo we 
declare that neither rhe Aithors nor we ever 1n=- 
rended or praGtiſed any ſuch thing, Hence 1t may 
be evident ,' that we uſe nor the word Repreſenta= 
tive, according to irs ordinary 8 ſtrict accepratian; 
bur more improperly, as 1t denores rhe more faijrh- 


full & berrer part of rhe Church & Kingdome, re- -- * 
preſenting others who ſhould deſerve the ſame ſigna- 
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tenure, who, in the time of compleat Tyranny & 


National Apoſtacy , are for themſelves 8 ſuch as 


doe adhere unto them endevouring cloſlly to adhere 


unto the degrees of Reformation , 1n the beſt rimes 
of that Church & ſtate, aCting joyntly according 
ro the word of God, the Church Conſtitutions , 


& fundamental Laws of the Land, by vertue of 


thar natural right , which is competent to Subjects & 
men meerly private , in time ofneceflity, in reference 
to things Lawfull , laudable & Neceflary : Seingin 
ſuch a caſe, the perſecuting party haye de jure fore- 
faulred their right, & the backſliding party fled 


from their Teſtimony ; Therefore the more faith- 


full & berter part may do for themſclues 1n that 
interim. 

Secondly, As for the principal & moſt material 
part of the Teſtimony , ro wit, The diſouning of 
Charles the Second; We diſtinguiſt berween a judicial 
& Authoritative depoſing, & a private Lawfull & 
neceſſary diſeuning » & refuſing any more to oune 
himina Magiſtratical relation over us , for our ſelves 
& all who adhere unto & confent with us in our 
Declaration againſt him , as Head of the Malignants. 
The former we altogether deny to be done by us : the 
latter we have done, & ouneiras our duty; And 
that becauſe of theſe reafons expreſſed in the Decla- 
ration » & hinted above pag. 32, 33. Chiefly for this, 
1n the complexe ( which comprehends all) rhathe 
had inverted all the ends of Government, &everred 
& perverted Religion Lawes & Liberties , which 
he was obliged ro maintain , borh by his office & 
truſt , & by rhe fuperadded rye & obligation of ſa- 
cred & ſolemn Oarhs & Covenants; By breaking 
which , he had ruined & razed the very founda- 
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tions, upon which both his right to govern & the 
eoples allegiance were founded , & rhereby he had 
cooled the people from all obligation to oune- his 
Authority : For rhe Articles & Condirions, agreed 
upon & mutually covenanred unto , betwixt a peo- 
ple & the Perſon or perſons whom. rhey 1nrruſt to 
rule over them for their good, are the only funda- 
mental Lawes ,. whereupon the Rulers right ro go- 
vern & the peoples obligation ro obey are founded, 
_ & which continues & regulatesthe relation of each 
ro other, in their reſpeive ſpheres & duties; And 
no Law , Divine nor humane , does oblige one par- 
rie to the performance ofa mutual Condition to the 
- other, while the other does not murually obſerve nor 
performe hisro them. And becauſe he had uſurped 
& exerced thar Sacrilegious Supremacte. . 
Thirdly, As for the war there Declared in ex- 
prefſions ro this purpoſe 5 We Declare a war againſt 
ſuch a Tyrant && Uſurper, & all the men of hu prafti- 
ſes, as Enemies to our Lord Teſus Chriſt, Hs Cauſe, & 
Covenants, 4s againſt all ſuch a have any way ſtrengthened 
him , fided with, or achnouledged him im hs Uſurpation 
Civil && Eccleſfiaſtich , or ſhall achnoulege any other mm the 
like Uſurpation of Tyranny : For underitanding where- 
of , & our minds concerning the ſame, we offer theſe 
few things to be conſidered. *. 
I. We have ingenuouſly inſerted the words, as 
they moſt frequently occur in the moſt common 
Copies, capable of the worſt ſenſe rhar uſually is pur 
npon them ; though we have found ſome far other. 
wiſe, & more favourably worded » & which pro- ' 
bablie ſeem more like the Authors genuin expreſe 
ſions & meaning : And we cannot conceal , - how 
we have obſerved, the only Alreration.in rhe Co- 
p1es of Thar paper to be in that extenſive declara» 
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tion of. war; which gives us ſome groundtoJealoufe, 
that ſome induſtrie hath nor been wanrtingro miſre- 
preſent them. 

[1. We will nor offer to put a determinar ſenfe 

upon the Authors words, who weareconfident had 
an honeſt intenrion, though rhetr exprefſions (if 
theſe be their expreſſions) cannor bear an ord inary 
ſenſe withour exceptions: only we are free to fi- 
gnifie in what ſenſe we allow them, We diſtin- 
guiſh therefore, berweena Declaring of a hoſtil war 
& martial inſurretion, And Declaring a war of con- 
tradition & oppoſition by Teſtimonies 8&c. As tor 
the former , we look upon thar only ro be Declared. 
againſt the Tyrant, & ſuch as ſhould riſe with him 

' 1n armes, muſtering themſelves under his banner 
diſplayed againſt the Cauſe 8& people of God , for 
deſtroying the Covenanted work of Reformarion , 
& extirparing all the ouners thereof: Bur as forthe 
latter » wecannorbutrhink, rhar 1s declared againſt 
all ſuch , asany way ſtrengthen, fide with , or ac- 
knouledgerhe ſaid Tyrant , or any other 1n the hike 
Tyranny & Uſurparion,, Civil or Ecclefiaſtick ; Nor 
that we would marrtially oppoſe & riſe up againſt 
all ſuch, bur rhar by our profeſſion, practice, & 
Teſtimony , we would contradict & oppoſe them, 
& their profeſſion 8 practice, as to that thing. 

[IT. We pofitivly diſoune , as horrid Murder , 

the killing of any becauſe of a different perſuaſion & 
opinion from us .; albeir ſome have invidiouſly caſt | 
this odious Calumny upon us , from this A 


Declararion of war: for againſt the latter ſort }- ro {| 
w1r. » ſuch as acknowledge the Uſurper , orany way 
fide with & ſtrengthen him, & do nor riſe 1 a ho- 
ſtile mannerunder his banner , no killing is intended 


ar all. Bur | LV. We 
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_ -IV.. Wemaintain it as both Righteous & ratio- 


nal., io defence of our lives, liberties, 8 religion, 


_ - after an orderly 8& Chriſtian manner , roendeyour 


by all. means Lawfull & poflible ro defend onr 
ſelves.;_ reſcue our Brethren, & prevent thei 
Murder, in a martial oppoſition againſt wicked per- 
ſecurers, who are dayly ſeEking to deſtroy them & 
us, & embrue their hands in our blood ; according 
to ths true import of the Apologetical Declaration, 
WRgreny this at Sanqubair 1s confirmed '& ex- 
lained, - | —————_ 
| SECONDLY, as to the Declaration pu» - 
bliſhed at Lanerk: From whar hath been already 
ſaid, our minds of it may be plainly underſtood, 
Howbeit to remove miſtakes, we offer theſe things 
particularly to be conſidered, | | 
I. We look not upon it as a judicial or Antho- 
ritative action , bur as a Declaration of a poorop- 
preſſed Community , neceffirated ro that manner 
of contending . for rheir Covenanted privileges , 
Confirming & Approving the preceeding at” San=- 
quhair , 8 as a Teſtimony againſt rhe preceeding 
pacqued & prelimited Parliament , convocare by 
Charles the Second , wherein the Duke of York did pre- 
fide as his Commiſſioner ; & againſt all rheir ini- 
quous Acts and Laws , particularly that abominable 
Teſt, 8& every thing done by them ar thar time 
againſt rhe Cauſe of God, 
1. But conſidering ſome Expreſſions in the fore- 


. ſaid Declaration ro be very exceprtionable, ſuch as 


the artriburing ro the publiſhers of the Sanqubair 
Declaration the Title of a Convention of Eſtates , & 
in other expreſfions ſeeming to appropriat Aurho- 
riry to its oun Authors : Therefore we' do hereby 
RET D.4 © acknou- 
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acknouledge, thar ſuch names 8 ſtiles are nor appli- 
cable ro.us, & rherefore inexpediently & unadvi- 
ſedly inſerted jn our:Declarations ; So we paſs from 
the Defence of the ſame, reſolving to uſe Names 
& Titles 1n all rime hereafter, that may beduely 
& rryely applyed ro us, tn the circymſtances wherein 
we may ſtand. 

[TE Notwithſtanding of this ; we adhere unto 
the Teſtimony then & there given, as not improper 
for or inconſiſtent with Perſons in our capacity ro 
give it, though we wanted the concurrence of great 
ones. For we think indeed, great men when fatth- 
full are grear helps 8 fir inſtruments under God for 
promoving the helen Cayſe ; bur rheir ſimple 
abſence doth not alrogerher incapacitate or invalidate 
the fairhfull endeavours of a remnanr,adhering tothe 
Reformarion & keeping theirintegrity, to maintaine 
& promare the ſame , in ſuch circumſtances as we 
in this Landarein : for this is our radical right , &. 
nor the donarive of Princes, or dependent of great- 
nes. Ar the furtheſt, great men are for the wellbe- 
ing , not ſimply neceſſary for the being of Armies, 
Commonwealrhs, or Societies: we mean theſe who 
are ſtriftly called the Primores Regpni or Ephori by 
birth » & nor ennobled by qualifications & endue- 
ments. Indeed where excellency of vertue & 
Nobility of blood meer together, the Perſons 
are much roþe preferred ; bur ſimple þirth gives 
little righr. | | | 

IV. When we deſire of others a formal & expli- 
cire conſent unto theſe publick Declarations, we 
only deſire their conſent & agreement , nor with 
every incident expreſſion & word (as theſe forſaid 
files) þur with the jnotentional ſcope 8 rhe things 

themſelves 
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themſelves materially 8 ſubſtantially confidered ; & 
thar chiefly becauſe anrecedenrly ro our action, rheſe 
things which are the marter of the Teſtimony are 
bound upon all, borh divinly by the word of Godz 
& Ecclefiaſtically by our Church Conſtitutions , 8 


| ' by the fuperadded & ſubjective bond of our holy 


Covenants, thar ſo in the, proſecution of rhe Lords 
Cauſe, we way be of one mind & pradtice : for 
except we be joynt in one thing as to the headsof 
our ſtared Teſtimony » ( eſpecially in this confu- 
ſed & diſturbed ſtate of affairs) we cannor ſtreng- 
then *burt rather weaken one anothers hands. 


HEAD. ALL 


—_—. 


Written Call given to the 


eNoniſters, 


Here is another brand pur upon us, of 
impoſing ſinfull & unlawful reſtritions 45 
impoſitions upon Miniſters, The occaſion 
whereof 1s taken from'rhe firſt Call given 
tothe Miniſters : Therefore we deſire rheſ(e 
things to be conſidered concerning 1t. , 
I. Thar Call , when ir was concluded, was not 
condeſcended unto by all of us, ſome ſtil] oppoſing 
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-II. When better conſidered alittle afrerwazds, 
it was found ſeveral ways diffariſfaQtory , 8 in ſonie 
things unſound ; where upon it was immediatly re. 
tracted , even by the next general Meeting , & ne- 


ver more ouned by us, bur all the Copies (ſo far . 


as was poſſible) defired to be called in again : which 
was publickly 8. frequently rold , when we had 
our Conference with ſome Miniſters abour ſeveral 
Thingsin controverſie., Hence there can be no ground 
of objeCting ir unto us now. 

Bur as to Impoſitions & unjuſt conditions, re- 
friftions, 8& qualifications, which we are ſaid ro 
impoſe upon Miniſters & profeſſors : For removing 
of that heavie Imputation , & ſatisfying of doubr- 
ing- & wellmeaning perſons, as it was publickly 
rold in the face of the Meeting Fan. 28. 1686. (ro- 
gether with ſeveral other things, preceeding 8& 
following in this Vindication ) in the Conference 
with ſome perſons who are now gone our from us; 
90 now we ingenuouſly profeſs £ Declare , that 
we require nothing either of Miniſters or pro- 
feſlors, bur that which , antecedently to our 
humble defire , is bound over both upon them 
&z us 1n our places & ſtations , divinely by the 
Authority of Gods word, & Eccleſiaſtically by 
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the ſubordinate Authority of our Church Conſti- E: 


tutions. Therefore what we require conſent && 


preement unto , ler it be firſt brought unto 


the Word of God, which is the only rule of 
Faith & manners , & compared with the lau- 
dable degrees of Reformation already attained 
unto , according to our Covenants & Church 
Conſtitutions founded upon the ſame word; & if 
5t Þe not agreeable thereunto , expreſſed therein, 

| : or 


Hr (59) ] 
or tieceffarly conſequential therefrom , Jer ir be-re- 
je&ed , bur if conſonant rhereunrto , ler ne man call 
x our finfull Impoſition or Reltriction. 
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falſe charge , of caſting off the 
AMiniftry, & Schiſmatical 
Separation from the Mini- 
 fters of the Church of Scot- 


land. 
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"N the next place being. aſperſed wirh Schiſme,. 
& unwarrantable Separation from the Miniſters 
of rhe Church of Scoeland, Yea with that odl- - 
ous & heavie charge cf caſting off the Miniſtry 

thereof: Therefore » tho rhe Theme be moſt 

unpleaſant, & marrer of ſorrow ro us to ſpeak on 
4F ſuch a lamenrtable ſubjeG , 8 neither ourdeſire nor 

\" credir to diſcover our Mothers nakedneſs ; yet we 
are neceſſirated , for vindication of Truth 8& raking 
off ſuch a Calumnie , to rouch a lirtle rhis ſad &- 
| "intricat head; in proſecution whereof, aceording 
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to our weak & mean'capacizies, weſhall ſpeak a litrle , 
to theſe few things. 1. Weſhall make mention of 
ſome diſtin&tions , which 1n ſome meaſure may con- | 
duce to the clearing of the caſe , & more eaſe ſol- 


ving of difficulties , relating to our practiſe. 2. We 
ſhall ſhew ſome things, which we look upon as an- 
ſufficient in point of withdrawing from Miniſters , 
even with in this Covenanted Land. 3. We ſhall 
ſhew ſome grounds, which we look upon to be 
ſufficient for withdrawing (in a caſe of ſuch diffe- 
rences 8 ſo circumſtantiated ) from miniſters of this 
Church to whom they are applicable, who are ob- 
liged ro maintain with us in their places & ſta- 
tions the ſame word of Teſtimony. 4. We ſhall 
ſhew what we judge ro be required , according to 
the written Word of God, our Church Conſtitu- 
tions , & our Covenants, in Miniſters whom we 
are to countenance, oune, & embrace , in the pre- 
ſent circumſtances. 5. We ſhall propoſe ſome 
things by way of Caution, in order to the preoc- 
cupying of objeCions , & further Declaring of our 
minds. 
As to the firſt > We ſhall diſtinguiſh, 

I. Berween a Church in her infancie & growing 
up into Reformation; And an adult Church, which 
hath arrived at a higher pirch of Reformarion : In 
the former many things may be tolerated , which 
may nor in thelatter; & rherefore our Fathers mighr 
have born with many things in Miniſters, which we 
cannot, becauſe we have been Reformed from theſe 
things, which rhey were nor. 

LI. Wediſtinguiſh berween a Church in a grow- 
Ing caſe , coming foreward our of darkneſs & ad- 
yancing in Reformation ; And a Church. Declining 


& 


i. 


— 
- cull. TERee 


0 © "OO Ag te. dg; SOIT 


> han & »y An 


— —_ 


——_——— 
ed 


ww, 2g _ Y & PX 4 
HIS is ae cs 5. SE 


(61) 


| e BP 

& going back again : In the former, many things 
' may be born with , which in the latter areno ways 
| to be yeelded unto ; as in the rime of the former 


Prelacy many did hear Prelatical men , which now 
we cannor do, & ſo in other rhings. 
-ITE. We diſtingaiſh between a Church in a Re- 


{” formed & ſetled ſtate » 8 confirmed with the Con- 


ſtitutions of General Afﬀembles, & the Civil ſan- 
Gion of Atts of Parhiament ; And a Church in a 
broken & diſturbed ſtate: Fn the former, abuſes & 
diſorders can be orderly redrefled & removed by 
Church judicatories, bur nor ſo tn the latter 
Wherefore the moſt lawfull, expedient z & conduw 
ceable mean, for maintaining the attained unto Re= 
formarion , 1s to be followed 1n the time of ſuch cons 
fuſions 8 diſturbances, 8& tharis ( as we think) ab- 
ſtraction & withdrawing from ſuch diſorders 1n Mi- 
niſters;, which we cannor otherways ger re- 
afyed. ; 

I'V. Wediſtinguiſh between a Reformed Church 
enjoying her Priviledges & Tudicatories ; Anda Re- 
formed Church denuded of her Priviledges 8& depri- 
ved of her Judicatories: In the former, people are 
ro. addreſs themſelves unto Church Jadicatories , 
& nor to withdraw from their Miniſters ( eſpect- 
ally for ordinary Scandalls) without making prior 
ap lication ro theſe ; Bur in the latter, when Mi- 
niſters are really Scandalous ( though not juridically 
declared ſo) & duely cenſurable agcording to the 
Word of God , & their oun Chirches Confſtitu- 
tions, & cenſures cannot be inflicted through rhe 
want of Church eas ay » & yer they ſti} per- 
ſiſt in their offefiſive courſes , people may do whar 
is competent to them, & Teltify rheir lenlevf the 
| Jult- 
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Juſtneſs Ef the cenſure tobe inflicted, by withdraw- 


ing from ſuch Miniſters, even without the Preſ- 
byrerial Sentence. | 

V. We diſtinguiſh between the Miniſtry in the 
abſtra#, or the Office it ſelf which is Chrilts inſti- 
tution ; And the Miniſters in the concre: » or the 
perſons inveſted with the Office : Soalbeit the Mi- 
niſtry can by -no means be diſouned , without the 
higheſt rebellion againſt God & rejecting of mans 
ſalvation; yer ſuch Miniſters (that belong to the preſ- 
byrerial Church of Scorland) againſt whom there 
are ſolid 8& Juſt exceptions, according rothe word 
of God & the Acts of the general Aﬀembliesſtrik- 
ing againſt them (perſiſting in their courſes) even 
unto Depoſitzon, may be withdrawn from by peo- 
ple , who would rightly ſee to the approving of 
themſelves faithfull in their ſtation unto God. 

VI. We diſtinguiſh berween a faithful, & a 
_ Miniſtry : The former we haye ground to ex- 
pect ; but 1n no caſe the latrer : & for the want 
of the former qualification , we have ground to 
withdraw, thatis, when they are nor faithfull , 
bur from none becauſe they are nor finleſs. 

VII. As to what we require of unfaithfullMi- 
niſters before we can joyn- with them , we diſtin- 
guiſh berween Miniſters condemning Doftrinaly, 8 
confeſling privatly by Conference: with offended. 
Brethren, or reſenting ro them after ſome more - 
publick manner their DefeCtions & offences; And 
their confeſſing theſe Eccleſiaftically before Church 
Judicarories , & ſubmitring ro their juſt- & equal 
cenſures : The former we judge ſufficient in the 
preſent circumſtances; Howbeir weRonfelſs that the 
latter, if afcerward they be called: unto it, ſhould 
nor 


(63) 
not be refuſed & denyed, when there ſhall be any 
Judicatory to require it. 

VIII. We diſtinguiſh berween a Separation ne- 


gative, whether a#ivly or paſſivly conſidered; And 


a Separation Poſttive : A poſitiveſeparation is, when 


a party not only leaves communion with a Church , 


whereunto they were formerly Joyned in Chriſtian 
& Maniſterial duries, bur alſo garhers up new di- 
ſtint Churches, different from the former in Do- 


Qrine, worſhip, Diſcipline, 8& Government : A 
- negative paſſive ſeparation is, when the berter parr 


of a Church , ſtanding ſtill & refufing to follow & 
concur with the backſliding part of the ſame Church, 


after they have become-obſtinar 1n their declinings 


from former ſound principles 8& pradttiſes, holds 
cloſſly by & adheres unto what parts of Reforma- 
rion were graciouſly atrained among them : Sepa= 
ration Negative & Ative reſpeGts the declining parr 
of the Church , who have deſerred their fairhfull 
brethren, & after brotherly admonition refuſe ro 
return , bur hold on in their new courſe. Hence 
as for us, we abſolutly deny a Poſitive Separation 
from the Scotiſh Covenanted Church, yea alſo 
ſeparation Negative, f it be conſidered Aﬀively; 
at the furtheſt , herein. we acknouledge a Separation 
Negative Paſſively conſidered , in our being left alone 
(ar firſt inthe rime of our greareſt ſtraits) & fore- 
ſaken by the reſt: for we are endeavouring: to our 
urmoſt ( with: many failings & much weakneſs ) 


ro. retain '& mentain , according to our Station 8 , 


capacity , the Covenanted work of Reformation of 
the Church of Scorland , againſt Popery, Prelacy, 


Eraſtianiſme, 8 Seftarianiſme both more refined & 


more grols., rogether with Sthiſme & Defe#ton. So 
We 
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we deny 8& altogether diſoune a Separation from 


% » 
o 


communion with this Church, in her Do@rine , - 


worſhip, diſcipline & Government, as ſhe was in 
her beft & pureſt dayes: For we only oppoſe the 
rranſpreflions & defeCtions of this Church , & en- 
deyour to Separate from theſe : white we chuſe ro 
_ s & nor goalongſt with other tn declining 
& 


enfive courfes, bur to follow the footſteps of 


ſuch fairhfull Minifters & Profeſſors, as have gone 


. beforeus witneſſing in their places & ſtattonsagainſt 


both Tyranny & Apoſtacy , untill defeCtions be con- 
demned & offences removed, 

As ro the Second, viz. what we judge inſufficient 
in point of withdrawing from Miniſters, & members 
of this Covenanted Church. 

[. Infirmities or weakneſs, whether natural, ſpt- 
ritual, or Morall are nor ſufficient to founda with 
drawing, even from Miniſters of this Covenanted 
Church. Natural weakneſs 1s the infirmity of parts, 
knowledge , courage, & thelike ; which infirmiries 
are diſadvantagious ro them thar labour under them, 
bur in ſuch rhings ( ifthere be nor alrogether an in- 
eprirude to reach , or ignorance incapacitating them 
for the diſcharge of their duty) we ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak Rom. IF. 1. under which 
rule Miniſters alſo muſt be comprehended, Spirztualt 
weakneſs, 1s the weakneſs of Grace, Faith, Love, 
Zeal, Parience, 8 the like; As when we perceive 
ſome evidences of miſbelief, coldneſs, ſecurity , 


- impatience » or ſome rifingsof Paſſion , & the like, 


we mult nor caſt at one another for ſuch things , bur 
with all lowlineſs & meekneſs, with longſuffering, 


| forebear one another in Love Eph. 4. 2. eſpecially 
when ſuch things are mourned over & wreſtled 


againſt, 
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apainſt, Moral infirmities & failings » are ſuch evits 


as men fall into through the ſtreſs of rempration , 
| io time of perſecution , Sathais ſuggeſtions &c; be- 


ing either fins of ignorance, or perſonal eſcapes nor 
allowed , or ſuch as the perfor hath 'been'Hurried 
into by a ſurprifing remptation out of fear, which 
otherways he durſt not not would he have done, if 
he had been himſelf : for chough we ought ro' re- 
prove one another for theſe things, & not ſuffer 
them toly upon our brother , yet we muſt nordif- 
joyn from one another upon thar account, bur re= 
ſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs when 
overtaken in a faulr , conſidering our ſelves leſtwe 
alſo be rempred Gal. 6. 1. ſuch being bur faintin 
firs, lamented over & not perſiſted in norallowed. 
Conſequently , we undeſtand not hereby ſcandalous 
omiſſions & commiſſions , 'donedeliberarly &.with 
a high hand, or palpable' & groſs abominarions ; 
ſeing ſuch things, coming: within rhe conipals of 
Church cenſure, ought to come under another conſi- 
deration , & the perfons for theſe tranſgreſſions 
diſcountenanced; ay &: while the ſcandal given be 
removed by confefling 8& forſaking. el 
TI. Difference in Fudgement is nor ſufficient tofound 
a withdrawing , if ie bo either 1n things #ndifferent 
In their oun Nature, which may be done or not done, 
afcer this manner or after another , without any 
breach of a divine preceprt: Such things, its true, 
may be made inexpedient, & may become matter 
of ſtumbling ro a weak brother; Therefore 1n theſe 
we muſt be fully perſuaded in our oun minds, '& 
alſo obſerve the rules of charicy , carefull nor to of- 
fend any of Chriſts lirtle ones: all rhings indeed are 
pure, buritis evil for any on do them with offence, 
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it is good not todo any thing whereby our brother j 


ſtumblerh , or is offended, or made weak Rom.14. 
20,21, Orif itbe1n things thar are not material, or 
not the word of patience & matrerof Teſtimony; for in 
ſuch things, theſe who are ſtronger & more know- 
ing , ought to receive the weak bur not to dowbt- 
full diſpurations Rom. 14.1. Nor that which fol- 
lows upon the former, ro wir, every difference in 
pratice , according ro the Judgemenr 8 lighr of Con- 
ſcience, in things rhat are not diſorderly : For though 
we could nor allow ſuch a thing in our ſelves, yer 
it ought not to hinder our joyning , but whereto 
we have already attained we ought ro walk by the 
ſame rule & mind the ſame thing, hoping if in any 
thing any be otherways minded, -God ſhall reveal 


even this unto them Phil, 3. 15. 16. Ir is evident, - 


we mean nor here ſuch things as are parts of the 
Teſtirony, wherein of neceflity there muſt be ſome 
oneneſs 1n [Judgement 8: practice, 

 IIL. We conceive that sgnorance of matters of fa, 
when nothing elſe can be arp » Oughr nor to 
hinder joyning ; thartis, ifourbrethren either know 
nor what we hold as our Teſtimony , or have been 
miſinformed concerning principles or praQices : In 
that caſe we hold ic our duty to uſe all diligence 
ro informe ſuch as have had no occaſion to know 
the matter of the preſent Teſtimony , 8 with all 
dwe patience to wait upon them. 

I'V. Such circumſtantial 8 controverſial points , 


which were never Eccleſiaſticaly Reformed by our 
Church in her beſt & pureſt times, nor Do#rmally 


condemned & witneſſed againſt by. any of the fairh- 


f ull -Miniſters of Jefus Chriſt , according to the word 


of God. ſince by Tyranny & Apoſtacy our Church 
S | 4 began 
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| began todecline from her wonted zeal & purity, will 


nor hind:r our joyning with them. 

V. Nor any ſuch points of controverſie of /eſſer 
moment, which may be incident among Chriſtie 
ans , overturning no part of the Churches Teſti. 
mony againſt Popery , Prelacy » Sraſtianiſme , 
Sectarianiſme , rogether with DefeCtion , Schiſe 
me, & Error. | 

V.I. Even real Scandals, not attended with ob 
ſtinacy bur confeſſed , mourned over , & forſaken, 
are nor ſufficient in point of withdrawing. 

As tothe Third, we ſhall plainly lay doune theſe 
grounds which we look upon as ſufficient tor with» 
drawing ( eſpecially in the caſe of ſuch differences 
& ſo circumſtantiared ) from Miniſters ro whom 
they are applicable , who are obliged, by holy Co- 
venants & as Miniſters ofthe ſame organical Church, 
to oune & maintaine the ſame word of Teſtimony 
with us: which grounds of withdrawing from Mi- 
niſters, whether Nominal or real, we ſhall deduce 
from rhar fountrain which we deſire to make the con- 
ſtant unerring rule of our practice, the Holy Scri- 
ptures of Truth ; wherein we find ſuch Preceprs , 
admonitions , reproofs , threatnings » & examples, 
as withour any ſtrained conſequence muſt derermine 
us ro a reſolved withdrawing from all theſe follow- 
ing, whom we do nor nor cannot joyn with..in the 


_ exerciſe of their Miniſtry , 1n the caſe ſo circumſtane 


tiated ; And for confirmation ſhall back the 'famg 
with the approven ſubordinat rule of rhe Acts & 
Conſtitutions of our General Aſſemblies, as rhey oc» 
cur. Premirting only in the entry two generals , 
that we be nor miſtaken, 1. Our ſcope here-is 19 


| - give account , upon what grounds we are conſtrained-. 
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as the caſe now ſtands in this broken ſtate of the | 


Church, ro withdraw from, diſcountenahce » 8 
maintain a negative paſſive Separation, from theſe 
whom we Love in the Lord , & acknouledgeto be 


Miniſters of this Church, with whom we ſome times 


had ſweet felowſhip, while they/were faithfull in 
their Maſters work, & with whom again we would 
defire ro have communion in ordinances , if theſe 
our juſt exceptions were removed: Burt we ſhall men- 
tion others alſo, that our mind in this Head may 
be fully known, 2. We deſire to be underſtood ro 
walk 8& build our grounds upon theſe ſolid princt- 
ples in Theſi, which we think will not readily be 
rejected in the general (1) wecanjoyn with none 
bur ſuch as we muſt acknouledge ( as they deſire to 


be accounted ) Miniſters of Chriſt ſer over usby the - 


Holy Ghoſt, & . fairhfull Stewards ofthe Myſteries 
of God, & that then & there when & where we 
joyn with them x Cor. 4. 1,2. (2.) We can joyn 
with none bur ſuch as we muſt oune Church Com- 
munion with, in all rhe Ordinances adminiitrated 
by them , both as to marrer, & manner, & right 
of Adminiſtration , then 8 there : So that ifa Mi- 
niſter either want a right to adminiſtrate , or be 
wrong as to the matter or the manner of diſpenſing 
any of the Ordinances of Chriſt, nor according to 
his Inſticrurtion , we can have communion with him 
1n none, For in our joyning with them in Ordi- 
nances , we muſt oune & rake on thar Tefſera & 
figne of our incorporation with them in their fel- 
lowſhip : for when we partake of the bread z we 
become one bread 8 one body  & they that eat of 
the Sacrifice are partakets of the alter I Cor: 10.17,18. 
Hence (3.) We can joyn with none,: bur ſuch as 
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we can conſcientiouſly approve in the circumſtantiar 
way of his diſpenſing Ordinances, as it muſt bere- 
gulated by the Word: for otherways , ſuppoſe a 
thing might be lawfull materially , yer circumſtances . 
may make ir finfull, 8 a countenancing of it ſo cir- 
cumſtantiated doth infer a communion 1n theſe cir- 
cumſtances that make 1r ſo finfull, They thar ear 
of the Sacrifice are partakers of the-altar , & if rhe 
altar be nor 'of Gods approbarion the ſacrifice law- 


full cannor: juſtify the eaters : an Idol is nothing , 


& that which is offered in Sacrifice to [dolls is no- 


thing , yerthey who ear bf ir when they know it is 


ſo circumſtantiared have fellowſhip - with Devils 
I Cor. Io. 18;19,20,2T. And it 1s called [dolatry 
comp. vers 14. And conſequently (4. ) We can 
joyn with none , with whom we muſt in our coun- 
renancing of them partake of their evil deeds, & 
make our ſelves in the righteous Judgementof God + 
obnoxious ro their .puniſhments. And -therefore , 
where we know Perſons guilty of ſuch things, as we 
find they are branded with who are urider a recorded 
ſentence of dreadfull puniſhment , both againſt 
them 8& their parrakers, We think it is as ſuf- 
ficient a ground & neceſſary ro withdraw from 
them, as if we had an expreſs command for itz 
for then we dare not be partakers with them , nor 
have fellowſhip with theſe unfruirfull works, thar 
we muſt reprove , & that we find the Lord re- 
proves & condemns Eph. 5.9, 1. leſt in partake 
1ng of their fins we receive of their plagues Rev. 
18.4. (5. ) We can joyn with none', 'whoſe fin 
we may be interpreted ro homologare , - eitherin 
theirentry.ro or diſcharge of their Offices or which 
mighr be ſolooked upon as a Teſt of out; fabmiſſion 
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(79) | 
to them, or badge of our complyance with them ; 
or ſign of our approbarion of rhetr fin, direWly or 


indireMly. For in our joyning in-worſhip or Church- 


communion, we mult advert ro what 1t may be in- 
terprered either in Law , or in our oun & others 
Cofdfciences: For ro that we mult alſo have ſpecial 
reſpe&t, leſt we offend 8 ſtumble others as well 
as onr oun Conſciences; ſomerhings muſt be for 
born, not only for our oun unclearneſs, but out 
of reſpe& ro the Conſcience of others; Conſcien- 


ce, we fay, not our oun , bur of the others : for 


why is our liberty Judged of another mans Conſcien- 
Ce, 1 Cor. 10, 28,29. ( 6.) We canjoyn with none, 
from whom a Church duely conſticure , inveſted with 
the orderly power cf Chriſt & capacity to exerce & 
improve it , would enjoyn us ro withdraw, For, 
though we do nor take upon us a Preſbyrerial or 
Synodical Church power,to inflict juridical Church- 
cenſures upon them rhar deſerve them: yer we 
think rhis in our capacity & diſcrerive [udgementis 
incambentuponus ; to wits. Accordingas we know 
they would manifettly incur the ſentence of Ex- 
cornmunication , Depoſition , Deprivation, Suſpen- 
fion, or rebuke z according ro the degrees of their 
Offence after reje&ed admonitions; We may by 
our diſcountenance teſtifie our diſlike of their wayes, 
not- inflicting this asa cenſure , bur ſignifying, hereby 
our ſenſe of the moral obligation , & equity of theſe 
cenſures when legally inflicted. For rhough none have 
the-power of the keyes , bur: Church Officers; yer 
people 'have a-diſcretive power over rheir oun. 


_ practice , anticipating that power when ir cannor 


be in Chriſts -Merhod exerted, Which . Hypo- 
theſes being. premirtted z, The grounds " lay 
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doune for with drawing from Miniſters ' are 


theſe. . 
I. We find theſe are not ro be acknouledged as 


Chriſts Ambaſſadours, by hearing or receiving 
Ordinances from them » who either. never had a 
Call to preach , or never werecloathed with Chriſts 
Commiſſion in his orderly appointed way , bur rook 
it up either by Uſurpation beyond their Sphere, or 
pretend an inſufticienr Miſſion which they cannor 
clearly inſtruct, or have ir only from them who 
have none themſelves to give. For we dare hear 
none thar run unſent , for how ſhall they preach ex- 
cept they beſent? Rom. Io. 15. We dare hearnone, 
with whom the Lord hath nor promiſed his coun» 
renance & concurrence » bur hath threatened rhey 
ſhall nor profit us Fer, 23. 21, 22. We dare hear 
none of the Thieves and robbers that enter nor by 
the door , bur climb up ſome other way ; but weare 
ambirious to have 8 keep the mark of Chriſts ſheep, 
& followers that will not follow ſtrangers Toh.10.15. 


And upon this ground, we withdraw from all Po- 


piſh prieſts, rhar have their Miſſion from Anti- 
chriſt: From all Prelartick Curars, that haverheirs 
from the Epiſcopal Hierarchy which is alſo Antt- 
chriſtian : And alſo from gifred brethren who 
preach ar their oun hands, or have their miſſion from 
the people. | 
II. We Judge theſe are not to be ouned or coun- 
tenanced , in their adminiſtration of Ordinances, 
who either have ſubjeed their Miniſtry ro rhe 
diſpoſal of ſtrange Lords, by laying it aſide in obe- 
dience rg their Mandats, or taking a new poteſta- 
Or if they pretend ro keep- 
their old one , which they had from Chriſt in his 
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(72) 
legal & appointed way , yer they have conſented ro 
take a new holding from & upon a new archireck- 
ronick uſurped power & headſhipin the-exerciſe of 
It , by accepting a new grant » licence, & warrand 
from the Uſurpers of their Maſters Croun, We 
dare not homologarte ſuch an affront to the preroga- 
tive royal-of our only Kingly Lawgiver, who ſenr 
them to negoriat a treaty of peace with us, in giv- 
ing them the reſpe&ofhis Ambaſſadors ,' after they 
have fo foully broken their inſtructions, 8& become 
ſervants ofmen, & ſubjects even in Miniſterial fun- 
Ctionstoanother Head then Chriſt, We dare have 
no more medling with ſuch Change/mgs, 1n things 
that they & we date nor come+& go upon Prov. 
24- 21, We dare not partake with ſuch Prophets, 


as ſo evidence themſelves ro be]ighr & treacherous 


perſons, who have ſo palpably betrayed their rruſt 
(& ſo great a truſt as that ) that was commitred ro 
them; - Nor with ſuch Prieſts , as have polluted rhe 
SanEtuary, - & done violence ro the Law of rheir 
Princely Maſter, leſt the juſt Lord (who is in tbe 
midſt of us , & will reſent this unparaleliled indi- 
gnity) bring. forth his [Judgemenr, & make us par- 
take with them , as being ſo acceſſory if we ſooune 


them Zeph.3.4,5. We cannot countenance them 


who have ſo corrupted the Covenant ' of Levz, . by 
miſregarding the honour of Him who called them 
robe His Meſſengers, by departing our ofthe way,, 
& cauſing many to ſtumble ar the Law ; For which 


Cauſe they are 1n holy Juſtice deſervedly made con- 


remprtible & baſe before all the people, according 
as they have nor kept his ways, & have been par- 


tial in the Law Mal.2.7,8, 9. We cannot Joyn ' 
1n worſhip with theſe, who either reach for Do-- 
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Arins the Commandementrs. of men , figments of 
mens traditions, or teach true Doctrine by the Com- 
mandements of men », ſuſpending their function, & 
depending in the exerciſe of it , upon mens Au- 
thority ; for bothare vain , & bothare plants which 
ſhall be roored up, & 1nreference ro both we reckon 
our ſelves under that Command, Let them alone 
blind puides Matt. 15. 9» 13, 14. And upon this 
ground , in this broken & declining ſtate of rhe 
Church, not only do we withdraw from theſe old” 
Preſbyrers, now turned Carats » who conformied ro 
Prelacy ; Nor only from ſuch Minifters , who ſub- 
mitted ro their Depokrion * rhe Att of Glaſpow , 
8 never ayouched publickly rheir Miniſterial Exer= 
ciſe fince, though privatly they would preach now 
& then; Nor only from thoſe Miniſters, who have 
conſented to the giving of a Bond nor to exerciſe 
their Miniſtry for longer or ſhorter time, as many 
of the Indulged have done : Bur upon thiscomplex 
ground, we withdraw from all the Indulged Mi- 
niſters, who have embraced any cf the Chriſt- dif 
honouring & Church deſtroyinz Indulgences , obe 
rruded upon this Reformed Church, ro divide & - 
deſtroy, rend & ruine the Remnanr thereof, by an, 
inſulring Enemie , who had broken doun-our Co- 
venanted work of Reformation , Uſurped”the pre- 
rogatives of Chriſt , & ſer themſelves doun in his 
Mediatory chair, arrogating & claiming a preemi- 
nency or wicked ſupremacy overhis houſe. The fin- 
fullneſs of which Indulgences we ſhall not now de- 
cypher, bur it may be evident, from their deriva- 
tion from that arrogared Supremacy , from the groſs 
pexjury & breach of Covenants commitrred by the 
Embracing thereof, -from their dividing the accep- 
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eters from the duries & ſufferings of the Church, && 
her Ordinances, as to manner ofadminiſtration, 8& 
from their being the morher of all our Diviſions , & 
rending to ſuppreſs & bury rhe Covenanted work 
of Reformarion, 

III. We Judge we have ſufficient ground to with= 
draw from all rheſe, : who pervert & corrupt their 
Miniſtry , by preaching & mamraining Errors, either 
in Doctrine > Worſhip, Diſcipline, or Govern- 
menr, contrare to the Scriptures , & our Confeſ- 
ſions, & principles of our Covenanted Reformarion, 
& contradictory toour preſent Teſtimony , founded 
thereupon & agreeable rhereunto. Hence , not 
only muſt we withdraw from theſe Miniſters, that 
maintain Errors fandamenral , overturning the do- 
Etrine of Salvation : Bur, in this broken & Decli- 
ning ſtate of the Church , from all theſe alſo that 
oppugn & withſtand our common Confeſſion of all 
Orthodox Truths received by the Church of Scor- 
land , or mainrtaine Errors condemned thereby, or 
condemn Truths maintained thereby ; And now, in 
the caſe circumſtantiared, from all rhart contradict, 
oppoſe, or overturne the matrer of the Church of 
Scotlands Teſtimony, & do deſerr, deny, or per- 
vert the Word of Chriſts Patience , given her now 
to contend for. For as to the firſt ſort , we are 


commanded , if any ſeek to turn us away fromthe. 


Lord our God, to pur away that evil > & nor to 
conſent & harken to any that will entiſe us ro Error 
or Idolatry, Dat. 13.5,8. And in perilous times 
eſpecially when impoſtors do abound , we are com- 
manded to. turn away from ſuch , how ſpecious ſo- 
ever their forms be 2 Tim. 3.5. &c. And a man 


that is a Heretick (be whohe will) after the firſt. 


& 
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& ſecond admonition , we muſt reje art all times, 
"Tie. 3.10. Soalſo we muſt , withour reſpe@or ex- 


ception , obſerye theſe Generai rules, concerning . 
reachers of Errors or contradicters of Truth, We. 
muſt ceaſe to hear the Inſtruction rhar cauſerh ro 


erre from the words of knouledge , whar ever thele 


words be , eſpecially if they be words of Chriſts 
Partence Prov. 10. 27. We mult withdraw from theſe . 
Ladefs that will cauſe us to erre, by leading into 


- ſnares or perverting the right ways of the Lord; or 


cauſe us decline any way to the right hand or to 
the left from any ofhis Truths, for we are affrayed 
of the threatening to be deſtroyed , even though rhe 
Error be nor fundamental Iſa. 9. 16. We mult mark 
them who contradict the doctrine, which we have 
learned (what ever it be) from rthe*'Law. & the 
Teſtimony , 8 avoid them Rom. 16. 17. Ifany man 
reach otherways, & conſent not ro the wholſome 
words , even the words of our Lord [eſus Chriſt , 
8 ro the doCtrine which 1s according to Godlyneſs, 
eſpecially thar point of Doctrine which 1s depoſhtared 
to us to contend 8& ſuffer for, We mult look upon 
him as a proud perverſe diſpurer ( if he ref iſe infor- 
mation) & muſt withdraw our ſelves from ſuch 
1 Tim. 6.3-5. If there come any & bring not this 
Doctrine, though he were never ſo ſound 1n other 
things, yer if he bring Doctrine contradictory ro 
this that Chrift hath given as the word of his Pa- 
rience , we mult nor receive him , nor bid him God 
ſpeed, in that work of his, preaching or practiſing 
againſt any of the Truths we have received, 2 Fob. 
Io, 11, Now upon this very comprehenſive ground, 


| wwe withdraw. not only from groſs Heretiks, &_ 


ſeaarians » & Malignant Prelatiſts z & ſuch as run 
inte; 
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Into wild extravagances upon the right hand, paſſing | 
over the bounds of holy Truth , & doing injurie to ! 
the Covenanted work of Reformarion , leading peo- 


| ple out of the way & rending the bowels of the 

Church : Bur, in this broken & declining (tare , 
even from many Preſbyterian Miniſters, who have 
overturned a great part of our Churches Teſtimony; 


Which, as it is now both ſtared & ouned by us, 
is of greateſt importance, concerning no leſs rhen 


the..grear Prerogatives of God, the ſupream Lord 
& King of all the werld, in his Kingdome of 
power , uſurped & encroached upon by Tyranny , 
brought in & eſtabliſhed in ſtead of His Ordinance 
of Magiſtracy; And alſo the Royal Prerogarives of 
Chriſt our Lord & mediator, in his Kingdome of 
Grace , inv4ded by the blaſphemous Supremacy, over- 
turning all the Churches Liberries; then which no- 
thing greater can concern us to contend for, either 
as weare men or as we are Chriſtians , & which 
hath been ſignally ſealed by the blood of many Mar- 
tyrs, who in laying doun their livers for this Teſtt- 
mony have been ſingularly countenanced of the Lord: 
yer, we ſay , by many of our Miniſters this in a 


great meaſure hath been deſerred & perverted, by 


their condemning the Martyrs that dyed for it, as 
well as us who have defired to witneſs for it, by 
their homologaring the Supremacy , by their oun=- 
1ng,& approving, or preaching, & perſuading it robe 
duty to oune & approve the pretended Authoriry 
( really Tyranny) of Charles the Second, & Tames 
the Seventh , Diſouned in the Declarations publiſhed 
at Sanquhair , firſt & laſt , & ar Lanerk ;; which 
Declarations have been condemned, even mater1- 
ally & Sub{tanrially, 1n ſo far as they diſoune rhe 
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| pretended Authority of theſe iTyrants. Howbeit; 
9 ſeing that we have publickly diſouned that ſo called. 


J Authority, for ourſelves 8& all who will adhere unrs. 
{ us in that deed, And ſeing ir is a parr ofour ſtated 
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Teſtimony , & unto usconfirmed by ſufficient reaſ- 
ons to be both Lawfull & neceflary ; we cannor re- 
verſe it, nor concur with others who overturn. ir, 
becauſe where there 1s a difference in the ſtated Te- 
ſtimony , the publick work cannot be joyntly ca- 
ried on, 

'IV. We Judge we haveſufficient ground towith- 
draw from Miniſters, guilty of groſs Complyances 
with the publick Enemies of this Covenanred & Re- 
formed Church -& Nation , who have broken the 
Covenant , deſtroyed the Reformation, & are ſtill 
& by all means ſeeking rhe exrirpation of all rhe 
ouners of the Caufe of God. Complyances with 
ſuch have a great charge , &. are lyable.to a griey- 
ous ſentence : Andif we ſhould countenance 1n our 
communion Perſons ſo chargeable, we ſhould in- 
cura heavie Cenſure from tbe Lord, For this, A- 
biathar was thruſt from the Prieſthood, becauſe he 
complyed ' with Adonyah the Uſurper 1 Kyzng. 1. 7. 


- comp. with x King. 2. 27. Irs time now we were 


ſcared from all Complyances, after we have felr the 


ſmart of them from ſad experience, & ſhould we 


again break his commandements, 8 joynia affinity 
with the people of theſe abominations, would he 
nor be angry with us until he had conſumed us, fo 
that there ſhould be no remnant noreſcaping ? Ezra. 
9. 14. We dare nor partake with them, for fear 
of inveigling our ſelves in their ſnares, & involving - 
our ſelves 1n their guilt & Judgement, for by their 
example » if nor by their Doctrine , they may cauſe 

| | us to 
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us to erre , & engage-us ro all the countenancing 
they require of us of their practical Errprs , which 
we dare not do, bur muſt (tandaloof & witneſs our 

ereſtation of them, & neither direttly nor indi- 
realy , formally nor 1nterpretativly-, approve their 
fin: But on the contrary , we muſt homologare the 
equiry of their cenſure, appointed by the Lord, & 
which would be inflicted by the Church if Conſti- 
ture in order & power, For when Iſrael goes a . 
whoring from God, by open & avowed defection, 
we dare not joyn in their wine offerings for they 
are nor pleaſing unto the Lord, & their Sacrifices 
are as the bread of mourners, all that eatthere of 
ſhall be pollured Hoſ.9.1,4. We muſt have a care 
not to be unequally yoked with ſuch unrighteouſ- 
neſs, but as we would be the Temple of God, & 
have Himto dwell amongſt us , we muſt come our 
from among them, & be ſeparat, & rouch no un- 
clean thing » & then He will receive us 2 Cor. 6, 

' 2417, He 1s now lowdly calling to us, Deparr ye, 
Depart ye , go ye out ſrom thence , touch no un- 
clean thing , They ſhould be clean thar bear the veſ- 
ſels of the Lord, Ija. 52.11, The Lord, we hope, 
hath inſtructed us better, that we ſhould nor walk 
in the way of this people , nor ſay a confederacy 
ro them ro whom this people ſayesa confederacy, nor 
fear their fear, bur ſanCtiſy the Lord, & wait upon 
Him 1n an abſtracted way of following dury, though 
we ſhould be accounted for fignes & wonders 1n 
Ifrazl, & branded with ſingularity Iſa. $. 11s, 
12,18. And upon this ground, in this broken & 
declining ſtare of rhe Church , We withdraw from 
many Miniſters of the Church of Scotland; both theſe 
that were Indulged & nor [ndulged, for their woo 
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nifold Compliances: Such as the Compliance of many 
Miniſters in countenancing of abjured Dioceſan 
Eraſtian Prelacy , by hearing of Curats 3 And the 
Compliance of others in compearing before the Ty- 
rannical Courts of Inquiſition againſt rhe people of 
God ; In ſubſcribing & ſwearing of Oaths; Andin 
ſubſcribing of Bonds , impoſed by the Enemies, for 
debauching of peoples Conſciences, & deſtroying the 
Reformation , contrare unto & inconſiſtent with rhe 
Oaths of our holy Covenants , & contrare unto rhe 
AQ of the Gen, Afſ. Fune 28. 1648. Seſſ. 18. againſt 
all new oaths 8& bonds in the common Cauſe with- 
out conſent of the Church ; And in paying of Im- 
poſitions, Taxations, & Exactions.,, impoſed & re- 
quired by the Enemies of rhis Church & Kingdome, - 
whereby they become helping Cauſes ro them in 
their wickedneſs, making their bows to abide 1n 
ſtrength, & ſtrengrhening the hands of theſe evil 
doers,The like where of is declared an horrible thing 
Fer.23.14. And alſo is contrary to the Act of the 
Gen, Aſſ. 1646. Seſſ. 14. Whereby perſofls in any 
Ecclefiaſtical office , guilty of rhe equivalent degrees 
of Compliance, are decerned to beſuſpended from 
their office,unrilall rhe Exerciſe thereof, 8 ſuch rime 
as the quality of the offience & condition of the of- 
fender ſhall be found to deſerve; And the Come 
plyance of others any other manner of way, really 
ſcandalous, duelv cenſurable , & decerned either 
expreſſly or equivalently by our Church Conſti- 
rurions » 8 Acts of our General Aﬀemblies : ro de- 


' ſerve Depoſition. 


V. We Judge we have ſufficient ground ro with- 
draw » not only from theſe who are actively & 
actually guilty of the foreſaid Complyances, & * 

| | volved 
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_- volved in groſs ſteps of defeCtion ; But alſo from 


ſuch Miniſters who rake the - Defence & Patiociny 
of rheſe courſes, & palliate, & plaiſter them, 8 


theſe thar are engadged in them, ſo that none doth 
rurn from ſuch wicked things: Which was that 
horrible thing the Lord ſaw in the Prophets of fe- 
ruſalem , for which He threatens ſad things , & for 
which He commands , not ro hearken ro them 
Fer. 23. 14216. We dare not joyn with either buil- 
ders or daubers of ſuch a work, as 1s caried on ro 
the diſhonour of Chriſt & ruining of Reformarion, 
nor by our countenance & concurrence ſtrengrhen 
either builders or daubers, leſt we be couſumed in 
the midſt. thereof, as we have that certification 
Ezek.13. 10.14. Where alſo a wo is pronounced 
againſt ſuch as ſow pillows under arme holes ,, & 
make kerchiefs upon the head of every ſtature, & 
make rhe hearr of the righreous ſad , & ſtrengthen 
the hands of the wicked vers 18,22. We dehre to 
keep oufſelves free, of having any hand in that con- 
ſpiracy of rhe prophets, like a roaringlion ravening 
the prey , & the Prieits that violat the Law , & 
profane the holy things, & pur nor difference be- 
tween the holy & profane , & thar daub with un- 
remperd mortar, ſeeing vanity & divining lies Ezek. 
22. 25,28. We cannot reckon our ſelves free of 
this Conſpiracy , if we incorporat ourſelves with 


them. And upon this ground , we hold ourſelves 
obliged , in this broken 8& declining ſtate of rhe 


Church , to withd:aw from many Miniſters of the 
Church of Sco:land , who have defended , & do yer 
defend, all or any of the foreſaid Compliances, & 
who vindicat palpable 8& groſs defections ; "en "4 
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theſe who-plead for 8 maintaine the Indulgence 
& have gaped after the ſuppoſed Priviledge thereof, 
& oppoſed the inſerting rhe embracing ofirt amongſt | 


"the ſteps of defetion; And who have taken parr 


with the Indulged , 8 other Complying Miniſters, 
againſt rhe more fairhfull, chuſing rather roconcur 


with - them then ro countenance & encourage the 
more -faithſull; And'who have mer in Preſbyrries 


ro cenſure them, for declaring the firfullnefs of the 
Indulpence » contrary to that Act of our 'Gen; Ap. 
Aug. 3. 1648; Sefſ. 26, Who have preached in fa- 
vours of the Indulged 8&-'pleaded tor Union with 
them ; = who havedefended the peoples rakeing 
of the Bonds & Oaths', contrived & tendered to 
enſnare rhe Conſcience ; *& have adviſed Priſoners 


| _ & orhers rhereunto. | 


VI. We judge , Unfazthfulneſs in the Excerciſe 
of the Miniſterial Function , or a ſmooth Frrering 
general way of applying the Doctrine ro the rimes, 
15 a ſufficient ground of withdrawing. For Mint- 


' Rters are commanded to be faithfull , & ro cry aloud 


8 not ſpare, ſhewing ſacob his fins 8c. Iſa. 58. I. 
And a deficiency in this makes them lyable ro a 


- dreadfull & dereſtable brand, thar they are called 


by the ſpirit of God, blind watchmen, Ignorant, 
ſleeping » lying doune , loving to flumber 1/a. 


' $6. 10, There 1s a terrible threatning againſt ſuch 


unfaichfull miniſters Fer, 14. 14, 16. Where the 
Lord declares, He did not ſend themto preach thar 
way , & that He would conſume them, 8& the 
people ro whom they propheſied ſhall be caſt ourin 


the ftreers &c. Therefore we dare not admitthem 


ro propheſie ro us. Likeways the Lord rakes ro 
Himſelf rhe puniſhment of ſuch , who keep nor his 
| Ways, 
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, ways, & are partial in the Law ,-in makeing them 
baſe & contemprtible before all rhe people Mal. 2. 9. | 


"This is a great partof Zions miſery, when her pro- 
phets ſee vain & fooliſh things for her, & do nor 
. diſcover her Iniquity Lam. 2.14. And upon this 


ground , we holdourſelves obliged, in tis broken 


& declining ſtate of the Church , ro withdraw from 


many Miniſters of the Church of Scotland, who. } 


bave- been unfaithfull in forebearing to preach againſt 
the Sins of the rime,& palpable ſteps of our defection, 
& in ſhuning to declare the whole counſel of God 
concerning the neceſlary duties of our.day,contraryto 


what a Miniſters commiſſion bears, & contrary rorhe | 


A of our Gen. Af. Aug. 3. 1648, Seſſ. 26. where 
Miniſters, for continwing in ſuch negligence, after 
admonition & due tryall of the offence, aredeclared 
ro be cenſurable with Depoſition , for being pleaſers 
of mentather then ſervers of Chriſt , . for giveing 
themſelves to a derſteable neutrality 8&- 1ndifferency 
in the Cauſe of God , & for defrauding the ſouls 
of people : Such Miniſters are theſe who have been 
"ſilent of the abounding ſins & ſnares of the rime, 


forebidden in the Scriptures, condemned by the - 


Acts of our Gen. Af. & engaged againſt by our 
Covenants; who, forgerring the holy bonds of 
our Covenants, have defiſted from purſuing the ends 
thereof; Who have nor maintained the received 
Principles of rhe Chyrch of Scotland, nor followed 
approven & laudable practiſes in Miniſterial duries; 
W ho have refuſed & denyed their concurrence with 
rhe more fairhfull, in afferring this Churches Te- 


ſtimony ; Who, in ſtead of afſerring the Ancient 


& honeſt plea of the Scorzſh Covenanters againſt 
borh Sectaries & Malignants , in defence or 3 
c wy 


1 
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| Reformation '& Preſbyterial Governtnenr ;- -accor- 
 dingto our Covenants, National & Solemn League 


have taken the Patrociny of & concurred with'fin- 
full Aſſociations, whereby rhe ſtate of rhe Lords 
Cauſe is altered & perverted , & a door opened to 
the intro@Ction of SeCtaries & Malignants, which 
our worthy Reformers many ways oppoſed , as may 
be ſeenin their proceedings', Letrers » & warnings, 
8& particularly in the Declaration of the Gen, Afſ. Iuly 
laſt 1648. Sefſſ. 21. concerning the dangers of Reli= 
gion &c, We find already what hurt we have in- 
curred, by favouring & inbringing of Malignants , & 
if we ſhall continwe todo ſo , or begin inendroin- 
rroduce SeCtaries, what may we expect bur utrer 
conſumprion from the Holy. One? We look upon 
the Bonds of our Covenants to be ſo morally ob- 
liging » that the ſolving of conditional tyes (ſuch 
as the Relation berween Magiſtrat 8 people ) wilt 


. notbe a ſufficient ſalvo for laying themaſide. Though 


we may explain & addeuntorhem, yer by no means 
do we Jadge it Lawfall, ro ſtate our quarrel in 
- Afſaciations & by open Declaration upon anoe= 
ther Baſis. | | 
VII. We Judge we have*ſufficient ground ro 
withdraw, from Miniſters guilty of lying by from 
the publick work of preaching the Goſpel, & de=- 
ſerring their Miniſterial dury, when the peoples 


- urgent neceflity & preſſing Call doth make 1t 1n- 


diſpenſible, when people are deſtiru of publick 
& fairhbfall warning , 1n the time when ſnares are 
moſt abourtling » yea when the poor flock is in 
greateſt hazard tobe turned afide. For as this is. a 
dreadfull fin, 8& we are affrayed to partake in it, 
& a ſad woe is denouneed againſt theſe rhatare guilsy 
| F 2 " there 
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thereof x Cor. 9g. 16. And 1s expreſſly contrare to 
that clear Command , to preach the Word, & 
be inſtant in ſeaſon & out of ſeaſon 2/Tim. 4. 2.. So 
it is among the CharaGters of the Hirelings & 
ſtrangers , whoſe voice Chriſts ſheep will nor hear, 


If when they ſee the wolf coming » theleave the 


ſheep & flie away Fob. 10.5,12. Yea we find Paul 
refuſing ro take Gol Mark with him, becauſe he 


* had departed from them, & went nor with them 


To the work 48. 15.37,38. This 1s nor according 
tothe Apoſtles practice > whodid nor behavethem- 
ſelves ſo diſorderly; for this 1s robe rekoned 8& 
caried towards as avery groſs diſorder , when a Mi- 
niſter is ſo far dur of order , that he will not work 
the work of the Lord; from ſuch weare commanded 


to withdraw 2 Theſ. 3.6, 7311, 14. Thisis farfrom 


keeping this command , withour {por unrebukeable, 
until rhe appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 1 Tim. 
G. 13, 14. Therefore it 1s a diſorder that we cannor 


countenance. And upon this ground, 1n this broken 


& declining ſtare ofthe Church , we withdraw from 
many Miniſters of 'the Church of Scor/and , who, 
1n this day of Deſolation & famine of the Word , 
when it was pretious & there»was no open viſion, 
did tender their oun eaſe & Intereſt more then 
Chrifts, & Iurked &layby from the neceflary work 
of preaching the Goſpelin the Land , whennophy- 
fical impediment did neceflitare them thereunto , 
& poor pete were in greateſt want of ir, & in 
greateſt hazard to be rurned aſide, by the cruelty 
& fubtilry of Enemies, & the overuntiing Extrava- 


gancies of others 3 contrare to Scripture, & con- 


trare to the tenor of the Advice of the Brethren , 
depured for penning the Enormities & corruprions 
ea Es Ee, of rhe 
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of the Miniftry , allowed by the Church AF: con- 
veened at Edinburgh 15 96. to wit > That Miniſters 
not reſident with Their flocks be —_ » ACCOr. . 
ding to the Ads of the General Aﬀembly, other- 
ways the burden to be laid on the Preſbytries, & 
the foreſaid Miniſters to be cenſured therefore; or 
who left the Land & the flock commitrred to their 
Charges , eſpecially when people were deſtiture of 
publick 8& faithfull warning) in the time ofabound- 
ing ſnares from the right & left hand, which 1s 
alſo contrary to Scripture, 8& the foreſaid Tenor of 
the Advice of the Bretheren, But we do nothere 
ſpeak of Miniſters leaving this Land & Church , 
with conſent of the Church, & when there was 
little or no need of their remaining init, or when 
they had a ſufficient Call ro another place, &could 
either be as uſefull or more uſefull rhere. Neither 
do we intend this againſt ſuch, as may at a time 
leave this Land in the caſe of extream hazard,through 
a fainting fear » ſorrowing for their weakneſs , & 
longing ro be reſtored again , 8& heartily applauding 
& approving the fairhfullneſs & valianrneſs of other 
Miniſters, unto whom the Lord may give a fpirir 
more fitred for dangerous & difficult days. - 
VIII. We Judge Schiſmarical & Pragmarical 
dividers of the Church , & wideners of the brea- 
ches thereof , already broken 8& divided, And 
who ſow diſcords among Brethren , & promote 
their contenrions by invidious reproaches or other 
ways, are to be withdrawn'from. Such turbulent 
Schiſmaticks were Korah & his company, who af- 
fected a preheminency above their Brerhren , 8 
to erect & exalrt themſelves on their ruines , & ar. 
xogated to be as high in reſpect & eſteem as Moſer 
F 3 _ & Aarona 


(86) 


8 Aaron, 8 degraded from their dignity, by re- 
proaching them as taking roo much upon them, 


 & lifting up themſelves above the Congregation : 
of the Lord , thereby thinking ro divide between 


them & the people , for which Cauſe , the Lord 
Commands all ro ſeparat themſelves from that con- 
gregation , leſtrhey be conſumed with them Numb, 
16. 12. meaning the Congregation of Korah, Da- 
than dc. vers24, We are expreſſly commanded to 
nore ſuch Schiſmaricks, & Marke ſuch cauſers of 
diviſions & offences , which rhey efteCtuar both by 
their practice & by their words , crying up their 
oun party, and informing againſt the more pure & 
fairhfull Remnant Rom. 16, 17, 18. Such an one 
was Diotrephes, prartting againſt the Apoſtles 8 the 
Brethren with malitious words, & receiving them 
nor, bur caſting them our 5 which the Apoſtle threat- 
ens he would animadyvert upon , by the ſeverity 
of Diſcipline & condign ſentence 3 Epsſt. Foh.9,1o. 
Upon which ground , in this broken & declining 
ſtare of rhe Church , not only do we withdraw from 
the Prelarick Schiſmaricks , who have aſpired to a 
predomining preheminency, & advanced themſel- 


yes upon the ruines of theChurch of Scortland;Neither - 


only from rhe Indulged , who have made them- 
ſelves guilty of a formed Schiſme in & from the 
Church of Scotland ; Bur alſo from Non indulged 
Preſbyrerian Miniſters, who have widened the 
breach, & caſt oile intoour flames, by rheir takingſo 


many ways to cruſh apoor waſted Remnant, re-  ; 


roaching , miſrepreſenting, miſinforming , both 
-þ word & writ , at home & abroad , againſt 
ealous & fairthfull Contenders 8& ſufferers for 


Chriſt ; either by condemning them for reallduries, . 
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& puring the'name of odious rraſgreſſions thereupon, 
or jmputing heavy charges 8 falſe Accuſations unto ' 
them, & that withour previous & prerequiſite ad- 
monirion » & rryal of the verity of theſe things, diſ- 

ouned by them » & whereof they could clear & 
vindicate themſelves, Howbett we ſpeak nor this 


| from an invective , or to reſent 1njuries done to us? 


for we look more to what of this kind hath been 
done againſt rhe valiant & faithfull witneſſes of 
Chriſt, who have gone before us & ſealed his Trurhs 
with their blood, & eſpecially unto what prejudice 
the Caule of Chriſt hath ſuſtained thereby , & how 
Truth is like ro be buryed under the vile aſhes-of 
lies & conrempr , then any thing can be ſaid or done 
againſt us. 

[X. We Judge Scandalous diſorders & miſcaria- 
ges, in either the Miniſterial or perſonal walk, car- 
riage » or Converſation of Miniſters , are a ſuffi- 
cient ground to withdraw fromthem, Such were the 
profane Scandals of rhe ſons of Eli, which made 
men abhor rhe offering of the Lord 1 Sam. 2. 17. 
From ſuch Brerhren eſpecially ( from which rule mi- 
nifters cannot be exempred , for if they be not firſt 
our Brethren, they can never be our Miniſters) we 
are expreſſly commanded ro withdraw our compa- 
ny, if they be Fornicators, or Coverous, or [do- 
laters, or Railers, or drunkards, or Extortioners, 
to which we may adde, Thieves, Cheats, Liars, 
Curſers , 8&ſwearers, orprofane , including all the 
like ſcandalous diſorders. 1Cor, 5.11. Upon which 
ground , in this broken & declining ſtare of the 
Church , we do & may withdraw f:om any Mi- 
niſters of rhe Church of Scotland, to whom any of 
the foreſaid ſcandals are really applicable , for we 

| | F 4 can 
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ean have no fellowſhip with ſuch unfruirfull works 


of darkneſs Eph.5, 11. Neither dare we be parta- 
kers with them vers7, Howbeir ler non look-upon 


this as a reflection apon' Miniſters , who are nor 
gmlry of ſuch a charge : For we intend nor the ap- 
lication hereof roany , who are free: of ſuch ſcanda=- 
ous diſorders, RS 
Further , what we look upon as ſufficient 1n point 
of withdrawing from Miniſters of a Reformed 
 Covenanted Church, in a broken 8 declining tare, 
we Judge the equivalent, ſo far as they may be ap- 
Cone , ſufficient for grounding a withdrawing from 
rofeſlors of the ſame Church , in the ſame broken 


& declining ſtate, as ro that peculiar Church Com- 


munton in Sele&ed Chriſtian Fellowſhips , & Ge- 
neral Correſpondences, for a joynt caryingon ofrhe 
publick work & Teſtimony. 

But now when weare ſhewing what we Judge to 
' be grounds ſiffficient of withdrawing, from Mint- 
ſters of this covenanted 8 Reformed Church , 1n 
this her broken & declining ſtare, ro the end thar 
our minds may be more fully known , & to obviat 
any unjuſt ſuſpicion of ſtanding ar a diſtance from 
Miniſters upon inſufficient orſlender grounds 3 we 
ſhall here , in the Fozrth place , Declare what we 
judge, according to the Written Word of God 
& our Church Conſtitutions, to be required in Mi- 
niſters, whom we will countenance & embrace as 
our oun. 


Therefore our judgement is, that allor any Mi- 


niſters, whom we are to countenance or embrace, 


mult be cloathed with Chriſts Commiſſion in His 
orderly & appointed way , & have a ſuſſicienr Call 


to adminjſtrar His Ordinances, So itis needfultin | 


| (87 .- 
the Firſt place, we muſt be clear as to their ent 
& miſſion. ro the Miniſtry : For how ſhall they 


preach except they be ſent > Which being clear, ia 


the next place they.muſt be free of ſcandal as to 
their Miniſterial or Perfonal walk, & of a blame- 
leſs lite & converſation , according as Paul deſcribes 
ir x Tim. 3-2,3, 4&c. -( for ſuch as have nor this 
ualification , bring the Ordinance of Chriſt & the 
Gared office of a Miniſter into contempt , as the 
ſcandals of the ſons of E/s made men to abhor the 
Sacrifice of the Lord , 8 ſuch can have noweighr 
with the people, & cannor expect the preſence of 
God with them) They muſt alſo be free of palpa- 
ble & manifeſt defection ; For ſo jhath the Lord 
raughr us , expreſſly declaring that rhe Prieſts the 
Levites that ſhould come near'to Him, ro Miniſter 
unto Him to ſtand before Him, ſhould berhe ſons 
of Zadok thar kepr the charge of the ſanQtuarie , 
when the children of Ifrat/ went aſtray from Him 
Ezek. 44. 15. Yea we do plainly profeſs, thatwe 
will nor; ſeparat from any » bur hearnly hear & cor- 
dially countenance all, thar are free of rheſe things 
thar we mention as grounds ſafhicienrt of withdraw- 
ing. Bur if they be guilty of any ſteps of Scanda- 
lous defection rhrough this declining time, we 
think it neceſſary, before we can joyn with them, 
thar they duely reſent , confeſs, 8& foreſake the 
ſame. Albeir we do in no waysaſſume to ourſelyes 
the power of Cenſure or Eccleſftaſtick Rebuke, yer 


- we think the perſons guilty of theſe fins, for which 


a publick & Ecelefiaſtick Rebuke is due , ought in 
ſome publick way or orher.ro reſent the ſame , for 
the honour: of God, & the ſariſfattion of the Con- 
ſciences of the offended ; & we hope that no Mi- 
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niſter , either fret of theſe things, or ſenſible of the 


guilt of them, will think this an impoſfigion. For 
farther clearing of what we underſtand by this, ſee 


. diſtinftion 8. Further we deſire & expect of theſe. 


Miniſters that we can have clearneſs to Joyn with, 
that they muſt diſcharge whar they have 1n Com- 
miſſion from Chriſt faithfully : So Paul charges Ti- 
mothy before God & the Lird Jeſus Chriſt , who 
ſhould Judge rhe quick 8& rhe dead ar his appearing 
& his Kingdome, to Preach the Word, to. be 1n- 
ſtant inſeaſon & out of ſeaſon, toreprove, rebuke, 
exhorr, with all long ſuffering & doctrin , & tro 
make fu]l proof of his Miniſtry 2 Tim. 4. I» 2» 5. 
And alſo gives himcharge in the fight of God, thar 
he ſhould beep rhe, commandemenrt wirthour ſpor 
unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt 1 Tim. 6. 13, 14.. And exhorts him ro 
keep that good thing that was commitrred unto him 
2 Tim. I. 14. Likeways the Apoſtle exhorts Titus s 
ro ſpeak the things which become ſound doctrine, 
in all things ſhewing himſelfa patern of good; works, 
in doctrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity , ſince- 
rity , ſound ſpeech that cannot be condemned Te. 
2.17»8. Therefore they. muſt rake up the righr 
ſtare of rhe Lords Cauſe againſt both right & left 
hand oppoſites, & maintaine the preſent Teſtimo- 
ny , & condemn 8&: preach doune rhe preſent de- 
fections, & propagare the received Principles of 
the Church of Scotland, according to the word of 
God, rhe Conſtirutions of our Church , & rhe Oarh 
of our holy Covenants: Otherways they do bur de- 
ſerr & pervert the Word of Chriſts Patience , & 
are men of corrupt minds , perverſe diſputers x Tim. 
6.5. Now we are confident , that none bur fuch: as 


are . 
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' blinded with prejudice, will for this ſay , that we 


ere required , but that which '1s bound upon them 
y the divine Authority of God 1n the Scriptures, 
& rhe Eccleſiaſtick Authority of our Church in the 
AQas of our General Afﬀemblies. And therefore, 
however we be reproached as that we have caſt off all 
the Miniſters of the Church of Scotland, & will hear 


mgm rules ro Miniſters ; - for there is nothing, 
b 


. none of them, Weindeed profeſs withdrawing from 


ſuch of rhem as practicaily contraveen theſe rules, 8 
ro whom the foremenrtioned grounds of withdraw- 


' ing are applicable : Yethere wedeclare, thar ifany 


Miniſter will come forth, or wherever we can find 
any Miniſter ſo qualified, that 1s , cloathed wirh 
Chriſts Commiſſion, Righreouſneſs , & Salvarion , 
free of ſcandals Miniſterial & perſonal, free of 


Errors » DefeCtions , & Complyances, And diſchar- 


ging their Commiſſion fairbfully, or if any will 
come forth & clear himſelf of theſe forementioned 
exceptions, or remove them by a declared Con- 
feflion 8 foreſaking of their offences > which have 
ſtumbled rhe Godly inthe Land; we will Call chem, 
Hear them, oune , Countenance, & embrace them, 
obey , 8 ſubmirr ourſelves ro them 1n the Lord , 
& defend & Maintaine them ro the utrermoſt of 
our power, And we deſire that this'may be raken, 
as a ſerious 8& Solemn Invitation from us, to all 
fairhfull Miniſters ,. render of their Maſters honour, 
8& zealous for His Kingdoms propagation, rocome 
forth 8& rake parr in the Days work & Teſtimony, & 

take rryal of our earneſtneſs herein. 
In the fifth & Laſt place , we ſhall propoſe ſome 
things by way of Caurion , for the betrer under- 
ſtanding of *the - foreſaid grounds, which we look 
upon 


(92) 
___ be ſufficient in point of withdrawing, as 
is ſaid. | | ; | 

I. We do not look upon all theſe Miniſters that 
we withdraw from -» upon moe or fewer of the 
foreſaid grounds, to be no Miniſters , yea or no 
more Miaiſters of the Church of Scotland, or that 
their Paſtoral Acts are invalidat or nall ; Bur only 
that we cannot lawfully embrace them as our Ml- 
niſters ; & concur with rhem in the publick work, 
as they & we are now circumſtanriated, 

IT. We do not look upon all theſe Miniſters, that 
we withdraw from, to be equally guilty of defe- 
Ctions or offenſive courſes; Howbeit we have nor 
only one bur moe of the foreſaid grounds, for with- 
drawing from the moſt part that we refuſe tocon- 
cur with , though any one of them, if rightly con- 
ſidered & applyed, doth carrie a ſufficiency 1n poinr 
of withdrawing in theſe circumſtances. 


III. We have nor fixed ſuch a ſtared withdraw- 


ing from all the Miniſters forementioned, upon the 
foreſaid grounds, as thar we will never concur with 
them any more , even though they ſhould confeſs 
& forſake their offenfive courſes , & give dueſari(- 
fattion to the Conſciences of the offended ; Bur 


only a conditional withdrawing , that is, as we _ 


chuſe tro ſtand ſtill in this caſe, 8 refuſe toconcur, 
until offenſive 8 backſliding courſes be rurned from, 
according as it is preſcribed ro Feremie chap. 15. 19. 
So when ever the cauſes of diſtance ſhall be rightly 
removed , offenſes & defeCions acknouledged 8& 
forſaken, we ſhall with all readyneſs concur : yea 
we would account it a day of our joy & hope in 
Tſratl, if the Lord would give us occaſion to evi- 

ence the ſame. Werefore we reckon ir nor ? 
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winch the giveing the offence , as defending' 6f 
& continwing in 1c, that doth warrand our wirh- 
drawing. | 7 

I V. We acknouledge , as Miniſters have been 
untender of people, & have nor done that which. 
their office called them unto, in pirying the igno- 
rant, & taking pains upon them , by preaching y 
rebuking , exhorting » & admoniſhing*, bur rather 
have condemned & miſrepreſented people, intheir 
fairhfull & Zealous endeavours , before trying whar 
they were ouning 8 aiming at ; Sopeople have nor 
been innocent & blameleſs , & free of untender=- 
neſs rowards Miniſters , 1n being rather 1mbirrered 
againſt their perſons, when they turned aſide ro de- 
feQions, then mourning over their faults. 

V. As we Judge ir the highr of arrogancy , 8& 
encroachment upon the Sacred office , for people 
ro Judge Miniſters, ' or preſcribe rules unto them ; 
So we look upon it as competent, & grantedunto 
people by the Lord, tg have a judgement of their 
oun duty, how to cary towards Miniſters, & nor 
to take matrers upon truſt from rhem , but to prove 
all things before they chuſe , & to hold faſt whar 
they find agreable to rhe Law & tothe Teſtimony, 
ſearching the Scriptures whether theſe rhings beſo 
or not, for which the Noble Bereansare commend- 
ed: And it 1sgiven in command, I fob. 4. 1.' Nor 
ro believe every ſpirit, bur try rhem whether they 
are of God ; which is not written only to Church 
guides , though Church guides areto try after their 
oun way Judicilally , & people in a private way 
competent unto them : Welook upon this as a pri- 
viledge , which the people (if they would nor Pra. 
ſtirurerheir rrue Chriſtian Liberry-) are bound ro 

defend : 


(94) 
defend: And thar nor only extended'to Miniſters 
Do&trin , bur alſo to their practiſes & profeſſions 
( to know with ſome ſatiſfaction tothe Conſcience) 
what they havebeen)) which through rhis valt rract 
of defections have been ſodifferent, while they have 
Y not clearly fided themſelves, in making adifference 
between the pretious & the vile, nor given people 
diſtinaly ro underſtand what they are aimingat, & |} 
where they reſolvero ſtand, 1 


HEAD. V. 
Concerning our Delegating 5 
Commiſſionating ſome , to re- 
preſent our Caſe to Forreign 
Reformed Charches : eAnd 
our ſending ſome young men 
to the ſludy of Theologte in the 
Netherlands. 


His Head hath two parts to be conſidered. 
As ro the Firſt, we are branded with 
that heinous arrogation, of raking the 
pouee of Church Government into our 

ands (which we have abundantly refured 
already) And arefaid to have ſear Delegations in that 


Capacity, 
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capacity »''to the Churches of Holand, Helvetia, Be 


rs 
1s Geneva: Therefore,' ro wipe away this calumnie, 
ey we offer theſe things following to conſideration, 
ct I. Our defignin theſedelegarions was, to declare 
'© | aur adherence to all the ſworn &- received prin- 
EC _ ciples of the Khurch of Scotland, our wreſtlings a- 
le - gainſt rhe Currenr of the times. defections, & our 
&% | derteſtarion of the blaſphemies, execrarions, errors, 
| & exrravagancies of fobn Gib, wherewith we had 
1 been moſt foully & unjuſtly branded; And alſo 
bs ro repreſent, unto forreign Reformed Churches, 
our ſad broken & Low caſe, rotheend they mighr 
commiſerar 8 help us , by their prayers & other= 
. ways: And;jrhat we might alſo know , in what 
5 ſtare affairs are amongſt them , which things mighr 
conduce both ro their & our advantage » puting 
2 them 8& us, according to our places & power , to 


endeayour the ſtrengthening of our ſelves & ofthe 
N Intereſt of Chriſt, againſt the plots » undermynings, 
1 & cruelries of the adverſary. 


II. We profeſs & declare , that 1t was for no 0 
| bad deſign > whether to cary on a ſchiſme , or ro 
2 | diſcover the nakedneſs of ous Mother ; Burto give 
| them tp underſtand , ro whar a low, lamentable, 
)C & broken ſtare, the ſometimes famous Church of 


Scotland was now redacted , being made , by the 
violence of prevailing Enemies , a ruinous heap 
And thar yer there was a Remnant of her Children, 
d. taking pleaſure inthe ſtones 8 duſt of her rubbiſh; 


ith Þ ro the end that, when we could ger few ar home , 
he we might provoke ſome abroad to ſympathize 
zur | with us. Dn 
ed |} III. We didnor ſend ſuch aDelegation, or give 
nat | ſuch a Commiſſion, as a thing determined by , or- 
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; Iſneing from » Miniſterial or Magiſtratical Authos4 


ritie ; nor yet as fromthe whole Church of Scotland, 
of which morefully ſee 1n the explication of our mind 
concerning the Title of the Proteſtation againſt the Sco- 
tiſh Congregation at Rotterdam. Head, 6, Bur . 
I'V. As a poor oppreſled & diltgefſed Remnant 
of this Church , embodied together in a General 
Correſpondence , & endevouring ro ſtand by rhe 
rinciples of this True Preſbyterian Church, in do- 
rin, worſhip, diſciplin, & Government ; And 


asa poor waſted handfull, whom God hath hirherto 


preſerved in the midſt of -the fires from utrer con= 
ſumption : Wherefore we are the more bound to 
profeſs & Confeſs his name , notwithſtanding all 
oppoſition, : 

Bur further » underſtanding that weare excepred 
againſt becauſeof aLetter, directed tothe Reform=- 
ed Churches of Helvertia & Geneva, giving aſhorr 
account of our deplorable caſe; particularly becauſe 
of ſome Words 1n that foreſaid Epiſtle, which are 
as followes »—— But the ingredient which is moſt butter 
3n our cup is this ;' we are as ſheep ſcattered without 
F p67 , having no Miniſters at this preſent time, to 

ouriſh the Goſpels banner among ſt-us ( ſaving one) the 
reſt of our|Miniſters , who continwed faithfull are taken 
away , by the violent hand of the Adverſaries ; And others 
of them , having laid afide their work , becoming cruel 
like the Oſtriches of the wilderneſs, To obviart & remove 
exceptions againſt us from theſe words, we offer 
theſe things to be confidered. 
_ TI. The caſe of affairs amongſt us, ar the writing 
of that Letter, is ro be remembred, For, asir ap- 
pears by our words, weſpoke only of that time then 
preſent ; & certain 1t is (as our ſelves & many 
other 


| 


Wk a. oe aft ef ite La 
Ba PPE. 
(97) 


orhiers know 5; that then'there was.no'Miniffer (fave - 


one) concurring wirh us*itt” our ſtared Teſtitiony, ; 
& publickly preaching rhe Goſpel amongſt us.” * | 
I 1. In'that Lerrer we _ only of out BINS 
embodyed together in particular 8& General. Coire- 
ſpondences,* as may appear from. the. foterdhezifen 
words, compared with the Tenor of the wh le; 8 
ſo concerning our ſelves, the ſame might very well 
be affirmed. OS bbs: 
ITI. As to the compariſon uſed, whereby it is 
ſaid , Others are become cruel like the O ſtriches in th 
wilderneſs : we deſire , thar the deſign & ſcopeofthe 
compariſon be:adverred unto; which , as 1t 15 9b» 
vious from the compariſon',' was to holdfotrh rhis; 
Thar as theſe cruel crearurs do not kyth Natural 
affeion ro that which is their oun , So our Mint- 
ſters in that timedidnor teach & preach Gods Word 
unto us » Bur did then leave us , in the midſt of 
ſnares , void of counſel & affiſtance , which gave us 
that occaſion, with grief & lamentation , to ſpeak fo 
concerningthem > while we were ſeeking help 1n our 
mn as: ks; Fr, 
Moreover on this occaſion , though it may ſeem 
prepoſterous for order , & that we ſhould have 
cleared rhe-caſe before 'in the foregoing Head: yer 
becauſe mention is made in thar Lerter, of one only 
flouriſhing rhe Goſpels banner amongſt us , we ſhall 
here exoner our ſelves from another reproach. We 
are branded with that [gnominious Calumny, that 
we are of the mind ro Call & hear no Miniſters, 
burrhar foreſaid one only : To wipe off ſuch a heavy, 
imputation , we profeſs & Declare, ' _ © 
I. Thar aswelook upon the thing to be 1gnorant, 
 factious » &dereſtable ; So = neyer declared or 
EY 2 1 


So 
Ti. 


» - R = 


1-98) 
$i plead a principle , ..to. reſtri&, qur Calling 8& 


Hearing of Miniſters ro that one only : Bur as we 
| Taid above, are willing & longing, to receive 8 
nprgce all faithfull Miniſters, free of the Groſs 
defcCions ofthe rime , or that will come cleanly off | -, 
from them as isabugdantly evidenced by our preſent 
ractice, in Calling & Hearing of ſuch , beſide the 
for one. Though we do refuſe to Cal and Hear 
others in this broken time, againſt whom we have 
Juſt. exceprions , until differences be removed, inthe 
mean while acting abſtrattly , nor as a New erected 
Church, bur as a poor broken Remnant of the old 
True Preſbyterian Church of Scotland. I 
II. Though we befalſly accuſed of ſeparating from 
dthers ; becauſe they oune it as their duty to Hear 8& 
Call fairthfull Miniſters; Yer we declare that we 
oune it as our duty , to Call & Hear Miniſters,with 
ſuch Qualifications as they themſelves ſpeak of viz. 
Who have ouned, do oune, U adhere unto, thetrue re- 
ceived Principles of the Church of Scotland, founded 
upon the written Word of God » &@ whatſoever Declara- 
exons or Teſtimonies , former or latter , particular or more | 
General , are agreeable thereunto. And weprofeſs thar 
we oune it as our duty, ro Call & Hear all Mini- 
ſters, againſt whom we have nor Juſt , ſolid 8 valid 
exceptions, Yea | __— | 
I1I. We profeſs & declare , that we will Call & 
Hear ſuch Miniſters as now we have juſt exceprions 
againſt, whenſoever the right remoyal thereof ſhall 
ſatiſhe our Conſciences , by their condemning their 
DefeRions , teitifying before God & the world their 
'W reſentment of the ſame , & taking up, rhe right ſtare 
FF ._ ofthe quarrel, Yer we muſt ſtill ſtick ar xhis, thar 
we will nor Call or Hear any Mupiſters , *ggiok 
whom 


as 
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whom we have juſt , ſolid', & valid ets 


fome young-men to the' ſtudy of Theologie 7 Be -£ 
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until rhe -Tame be rightly removed , \ 21 atiQes 
forefaid, 4 T8 os Be 

As to the SECOND part , the fordi 


vis. 


receive Ordination in the iNetherlands : we fhall 


8. ſhew ſome things thar'eoncurred 'as*Motives'; 
Cauſes, & Occaſions thereof, And 2. Inſert forms 


thing about the Ordination of one of rherhs 
As to the Firſt; we ſhall mention theſe following; 


which concurred among other as warns cauſes of 


that reſolution. 

I. Ar that time , being lefc alone » & thefe of 
the Miniſters with whom' we-did moft agres berng 
various ways remaved fromus, & ſeing ſo many op 
poſed our Teſtimony » Which we rhoughr our ſelies 
very inſufficient to maintain'or promote , Therefore, 
that we might have ſome tnore capacitated todo its 
& that we might be preſerved from Errors, *: We 
Judged ir expedient , to fend ſome young men abroad 
ro theſe Colledges; , that rhey might be foundly: prin- 
cipled in rhe Chtiſtian Faith , ſeing our Colledges 
were ſadly corrupred. | 

IT. Ar that time (yea more & more fince)a great 
part of our Church was either gone afide to Defe- 
tion, in Complyance with the Enemie , or elſe was 
pleading for favourableneſs*towards union with the 
men of theſe defeQions , in their defetions & Com- 
plyancesz Therefore we deſired ro farniſhour ſelves 
with ſome means, ro make oppoſition to thefe cour= 
ſes. For at that rime, after the dearh of Mr. Rg- 
chard Cameron & Mr. Donald Cargil, the Teſhimon 
by publick & frequenr preaching © of rhe Goſpel di 
ſe Gode d then 


keep 


Ell (though » irs true » Bw wird 
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keep up.ths Teſtimony. by other means, to wit, Ba- 
niſhments, Martyrdoms upon ſcaffolds &c, Yea in 
a ſpecial manner Martyrs then were ſo fignally coun- 
renanced of the Lord , thar ſafely ir may be ſaid , 
the then ſhed blood of the Martyrs hath become 
a ſeed unto the Church ; for, as by hearing & ſeeing 
them ſome were reclaimed from their evil ways, 
$o many others were daily more 8& more confirmed 
in the ways of the Lord) & Miniſters became Ge- 
nerally filent : Sothat ( what ever might have been 
done privatly in ſome ſecrer Chamber, 8 ſome 0- 
ther retired places, yet) as for the body of rhe 
Land , little remedy by faithfull warning was pre- 
pared; Therefore we thought it ourquty , nor tobe 


wanting for our parts, & this was the moſt ready 


expedient we could fall upon, 

I TI.. Becauſe there was ſo great oppoſition made 
unto ſome of the witneſſes of Ehrif » Who had more 
fairhfully witneſſed againſt rhe defeQtions of the 
rime; .we could not ſuffer them alrogerher ro be bu- 
ried , which in all appearance was then deſigned : 
for 1t cannor be altogether unkown , how they had 
deſigned to bury our forementioned Teſtimony 1n 
our Declarations , which was evident from their ſo 
much oppoſing the ſame. 

I V. Inoppoſition to which defigne » reſolving to 
maintain theſe Teſtimonies, we could nor bur cone 
ctude,. that none conſcientiouſly. adhering ro theſe 
Teſtimonies given againſttrhe Tyranny & Apoſtacy 
of our time, could expe either Licenſe or Ordi- 
nation from them ; neither couldir be ſafely ſoughr 
in ſuch circumſtances » upon the account of ſuch 
impoſed reſtritions which ſome before had been 
rroubled. with , even when matters in controverſie 
were not come to ſuch highr, VI. Be= 
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'V. Becauſe in ſeveral Preſbytries » ſome faith- 
fall wirneſſes had been ſharply rebuked , for their 
faithfullneſs & contending freely & publickly againſt 
ſome ſins & corruprions of the time ; Bur very rare- 
ly have they been in Preſbytries rebuked & cen- 
ſured, 1n theſe latrer times , for their unfaithfull- 
neſs: Therefore, after ſo many diſcoveries of much 
anfairhfullneſs in our Preſbyrries ar home, we.were 
much diſcouraged in our gy 10 yo noe of help from 
them, & rhoughrirſaferto ſend abroad to take tryal 
of other Churches. 
V1. We knew affuredly, thar the Reformed 
Churches of Chriſt abroad had a power to Licenſe 
& ordain Miniſters, either ro the Church Univer- 


{ ſal,orin parricular caſes to particular Churches, upon 


 therequeſt of a people, cumulativly not privativly , 


Thar is, for ro help & confirm rheſe Churches in 
their oun power, Bur nor to deprive them of their 
rights, orto uſurp Authority over them ; Nor asan 
AQ of Authority over, bur as an AQ ofcharity ro 
them. Finally, as was ſaid above, hereby we deſigned 
neither to bring up an evil report upon the Charch of 


 Scotland;, Neitherro carry on a Faction nor Schiſme 


in it; Bur, upon the contrary, to Declare our ſtandin 
to the Reformarion attained unro in this Land, Act 
ro ſatiſhe our oun- Conſciences. | 
More particularly in the Second place , as to the 
Ordination of one of rheſe young men, tt is to 


| be conſidered. oy 


I. When he wentabroad, he was notin capacity 


| for being Ordained , norany way accomphiſhed for 


offering himſelfro previous trialls. 
[I. There was then no hope of ordination here 
in Scotland, to any who agreed with us in all the 
| G 3 patty 
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parrs- of our Teſtimony ,. neithercanld..jr. be ſafely | &! 
ſought after -upon the foreſaid conſiderations. ti 
ITI, Though the Claſſis of Groningen , by whom | 
he was Ordained, .difter from the Kiidation of } « 
Scotland in her beſt rimes in ſome things:. yet con= | 1 
fidering (1) Thar in theſedifferences they were ne- | 
ver Reformed, & ſocannot be charged therein with | | 
defeAion (2) Thar they agree with the true Preſ- | 
byterial Church of Scotland, in all Principles againſt } 
Popery , Prelacy , Eraſtianiſme , & all Hererical & 
Seftarian Errors (3) That they did thenobjeR no- 
thing againſt our preſent Teſtimony (4) That they 
come under a General & far other conſideration , 
being of a Forreign Church, then Miniſters of the 
ſame Organical Church , & under the ſame Bond 
of Covenant with ourſelves; for which cauſe, joy- 
ning with them in thar Act of Ordination , came 
under another conſideration (+5 ) Thar in the AQ 
of ordination, they did obtrude none of theſe diffe- 
xences, bur did take him engaged ro reach accor- 
ding tothe. Word of God , & the Confeſſion of 
Faith of rhe Church of Scotland , & the diſciplin 
thereof; Upon all which conſiderations , it was | 
thought Lawfull ro accept of Ordination from the 
foreſaid Clafſis ; eſpecially ſeing theſe differences | 
were openly before rhem 8& plainly 8& parricularly 
Proreſted againſt , which was ſufficient 1n ſuch cire | 
cumſtances, 
I'V. As the foreſaid Claflis did not hereby aſſume | 
avy Authority to the detriment of the Church of | 
Scotland; So the Church of Scotland did never mo- 
nopolize ro her ſelf the ſole power of ordination, 
of all that would officiat in her ſervice, ina broken 


ſtats of the Church , Neither did reja& oo luvalides 
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the ordination of any fiſtey Chitreb, lending ber help- 


| | 5ng hand in thecaſe of her neceſlity. 


hom | 
n of {! 


V. The foreſaid Claſſis is to be confidered, as 
contradiſtinguiſhed from the impure Cocceian party - 
in theſe Lands» there being none ſuch concurring 
in the foreſaid ordination: ' Yea ordination by the 
Univerſity was refuſed , becauſe of a Cocceian Proe 
feſfor there, who was to examin preyiouſly to rhe 
ordination. And ſo a Teſtimony was given againſt 
the tolerarion of that impure party 1n theſe Lands, 
However their Errors were both preached againſt , 
& otherways witneſſed againſt , by Miniſters1n that 


place. 
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C oncerning the Proteſtation g1- 
wen againſt the Scotiſ h Con- 
gregation at Rotterdam. 


Ecauſe we are much oppoſed, 8& cryedout 
againſt, upon the account of the Proreſtation 
given in againſt rhe. Scots, Congregation ar 
& Rotterdam; Therefore, that our minds may 
be plainly underſtood as to that , we offer 
the following particulars ro conſfiderarion. _ 
I. The chief occaſion of entering that Proteſta® 
| G 4 riot} - 


(164) 
rion-was. Mr. W. B. -brsgwritingto Mr. H. That 
they at Rotterdam together with Mr. G. B. Mr. 
T. H.- younger, Mr.R.L. &others, did rake itin 
evil part that any of our young men wer ſtudying 
at Groningen , Anddidaccuſe our Socieries of falſe & 
prievousthings: As, That we hadjdifouned the King 
& all Ruling under him ;- ( which we oune as our 
duty , as is expreſſed before, bur wedeny whar fol- 
loweth) & hadchoſen all kinds of Magiſtrats amongſt 
our ſelves, as Chancelours, Lords , Preſidents, & 
other orders; And were for killing all as Enemies, 
who would not oune our Government fabricated 
amongſt us; Thar our Societies were not pure in 
Religion; And that they were a Faction &c. 
W hereupon , finding our ſelves & the Cauſemuch 
wronged by their Calumnies , rovindicat our ſelves, 
& invalidat their charge, We reſolved upon this 
Proteſtarion againſt rharCongregarion,for ſuch things 
as we could rruely make our, 

III. Weacknouledge that theperſons, who entered 
rharProteſtation,oughrt to have given previous admo- 
nition, tothe perſons Proreſted againſt : &, by rheir 
failing in this, ſomething of the due method of go- 
ing abour ſuch an aCtion was omitred, Bur though 
we are not ro Juſtifie the failings that are in our 
actions by the failings of others, yet the authors of 
the foreſaid, accuſations did caſt us a bad copie, in 
giving our ſuch things againſt us wirhour prerequiſite 
admonirtion. PETS 

II. As to the Title of rhe foreſaid Proteſta- 
tion ,' viz, True Preſbyterian Church of Scotland 
( which 1s alſo to be found in ſome other+ Papers ) 
We do confeſs it unſuitable ro expreſs ir ſo com- 
prehbenſivly : Bur thereby we do no ways under- 
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tand,, Thar unto the Socieries in any ſenſe belongs 
the title of the Church Miniſterial , for this belongs 
alone ro Church guides; Nordo we underſtand 
that ir ſhould in any other ſenſe be aſtricted ro 
our Societies, as it they only were tro bereck- 
oned Believers ( for thar 1s as large as Converſion 
or Effetual Calling) or as if they only were: ro 
be reckoned ſufferers for Chriſt , or that He hath 
no other Martyrs bur from amongſt them ; Nor 
in a word do we reckon them the only Members 
of the viſible/ Church of Chriſt in Scoeland ; Bur 
we would have them ro be looked upon, as a 
poor diſtreſſed & Conrending Remnant , of rhe 
ſuffering & witneſſing , Anti-Popiſh > Anti-Pre= 
latick, Anti-Eraſtian , Anti-SeCtarian , True Preſ- 
byrerian Church of Chriſt in Scotland, which hath: 
been labouring ro cleave cloſs ro the parts & de- 
grees of our attained Reformation, & cordi- 
ally concurring in their places 8& ſtations with 
ſuch of the Miniſters - & Profeflours, as, have 
one before them » & with rhem, more reſolu- 
tly & fairhfully wirneſfing both againſt Tyranny 
& Apoltacy. 

I' V. We defire thar the Charges inthe ſecond 
Article » wherein ſome Miniſters names are ex= 
' preſſed , be underſtood ſeparatly 8 -diſtriburive= 
ly , nor Colle&tivly 8& Copularivly, every ohe of 

theſe Miniſters not being guilty 1n his oun Per- 
ſon of all -& every one of theſe charges. Bur as 
we. acknouledge', that it was an overſight ro ex- 
preſs theſe charges ſo indefinitly , & to caſtthem & 
the names of the Perſons all 1n a heap rogether, with= 
our making particular application : So we are nor 
convicted of any falſhood in theſe ,-as we defire 
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them to be underſtood, For there is nothing there 
ſaid 5 that 1s not applicable to ſome of rhe Per- 
ſons named ; yea we may ſafely ſay, thar the 
foreſaid Information againft us , ſpoken of in Mr. 
W. B. his letter , mentioning ſome Miniſters na- 
mes , did give occaſion of inſerring of names in 
this Proreſtarion, eſpecially of rheſe Miniſters who 
were given up in the ſaidletrer, as theprincipal Au- 
thors of the foreſaid Information. 

V. We do nor mean by the word Treacherouſly 
in the ſecond Article , a deſign to betray ; Nei- 
ther does the word it ſelf always import ſo much; 


bur only a practical berraying of truſt > wherher ir * þ 


be deſigned or not: Nor do we mean that the Epi- 
thets given to the Aflociaring partie » viz. God- 
leſs &c, are applyed ro all & every one of that 
ompany (for we do nor doubr of the Godlyneſs 
of many of them) but only to ſome ofthem : Nor 
yer theſe words in the Concluſion , concernin 
the foreſaid Congregation , viz. That no pendicle 
of Chriſts Croune was aſſerted by them, are ſo exten» 
fivly & Univerſally underſtood by us , as that no 
pendicle ar all of Chriſts Croune was afſerted by 
them , bur only that our Controverſies with ſome 
of the Complying party of our Church , concer- 
ning Chriſts Prerogarives as King , 8& whar belongs 
to his Croune , was nor aſſerted by them, we 
mean the neceſſary Teſtimony againſt the Supre- 
macy, Tyranny, & complyances with the ſame. 
However we Profeſs, as we are not to Juſtify any 
expreſſion whatſomever in that foreſaid Proteſta- 
tion » 'which 1s roo exrenſivly propoſed , or ſavours 
of real bitterneſs; $o we are not to condemn the 
{cope thereof: Albeir we acknouledge ſeveral une 
ſyirable expreſſions in ir, 6. Con- 
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VI, Confidering that the Cauſes inſerted; ma- 
terially conſidered & rightly applyed, are bothrrue 
& ſufficient for a Proteſtation : We'defire thar ir 
may be looked upon as a ſtanding Teſtimony (to0- 

ether with what contendings have. formerly been 

y ſome fairhfull Scorsſb ſufferers 1n that Land ). for 


cauſes inſerted are maintained , 


ſcandal given nor removed. 


ru& of the action. 


the vindication of Truth , & againſt theſad wrongs 


& abuſes in that Congregation, ay & while the 
Intai & the offence 8& 


Yea in very deed, a 
eep ſenſe in rhe mean rime of the fins wirneſſed 
gainſt by the foreſaid Proteſtation , would make all 
berin involved more favauraby & charitably ro con. 


— 
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Scandalous Perſons. 


| more General , 


themſelves the tryal of ſcandalous perſons ; I 


Concerning the Charge of making Ca- 
nons, in which areexpreſſed the Qua- 
lifications of the members of General 


Meetings & Societies : & trying of” 


He Societies being likeways miſrepreſent- 
ed, in that they are ſaid ro make Ca- 
nons , expreſſing qualifications of the 


members of their Meerings particular 8& 
& accordingly rake ta 


here- 
fore 'Y 
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fore, to ſhew the groundleſneſs of ſuch an imputa« 


tion, We ſhall ſpeak a lirtle both to the one & ro 
the orher. oF | 

Firſt, as to the alledged making of Canons, the 
, alledgance is founded upon a Queltion uſually pro- 


poned to the members of our General Meetings , 


which 1s this » Are yow free of Foyning withthe unfanh- 
Full filent df Complying Miniſters of the time > which 
being ſo much diſpleaſing ro many 8& much carped ats 
& alſo rhe occaſion of the foreſaid Charge being 
taken from it : We ſhall rherefore propone ſome 
things concerning the Charge in general, impuring 
tous the making of theſe ſo called Canons, & 1m- 
poſing ſuch qualifications on the members of our 
Meetings, & then touching the fore mentioned In- 
rerrogarion in particular. N Por 
Firſt, Wethink it an odfous calumnie 1nvidiouſly 
caſt upon us by our Traducers, rhat we have taken 
npon us to make Canons : Neither do we under- 
ſtand whar they mean by making Canons : for (1) 
If by Canons be underſtood ſuch Conſtirurions or 
Acts, as flow from polirtick or Ecclefiaſtick Autho- 
rity , that the Societies did or do aſſume ro them- 
ſelves the making of ſuch, we altogether deny (2) 
If they underſtand by them impoſitions or finfull 
reſtriftions, theſe wealſo deny & diſoune (3) If they 
underſtand them to be General 8 abſolur rules , laid 
doune by us for all rimes & caſes of the Church or for 
Church fellowſhip & Communion of Saints in all its 
degrees, theſe we alſo deny ro be among us ; - Bur 
if they mean ſome Interrogations for diſcovering 
the Perſons we may concur with in onr General 
Meetings» theſe we oune & acknouledge : Bur theſe 
are very impertinently called Canons, Neither did 
. we 
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we ever call them by ſuch a name, nor look upon 


them as ſuch a thing. 

Secondly, Whereas they ſay we make Canons 
expreſling qualifications of the members of our Mee- 
tings, the truth is we would have them ſoqualified 
as we may with comfort & confidence joyn with 
them, in our ſeletted fellowſhips, being of one ac= 
cord of one mind in the marrer of our Teſtimony ; 
bur hereby we make no rules preſcribing qualifi- 
cations of Church members , 1n other kinds & 
egrees of Church Communion, And that this may 
be better underſtood , we ſhall here briefly & plainly 
xpreſs our minds. We deny not the Communion 
f Saints to & with others, 1n many other degrees, 
whether they be Natives or Foreigners under di- 
vers conſiderations : For we diſtinguiſh bertwixt a 
joyning which we may call Catholick or Univerſal, 
among Chriſtians conſidered as ſuch ; & an Eccle- 
faſtical Joyning among members of one Particular 
Organical Church, conſidered as members of thar 
Church ; As for the firſt, we ſubdivide ir alſo into 
irs degrees; For we may joyn with ſome as Chri- 
ſtians, holding the ſame fundamentalls , Eph. 4. 
3-6. Af, 2. 5-9. comprehending all rhar are ſound 
1n Relion , excluding all Herericks; We may Joyn 
with others conſidered more ſtridtly , & upon ſtri- 
&er conditions , as Proteſtants, Providing they hold 
nothing contrary to any of the Reformed Churches 
Teſtimonies , bur eſpecially if they be fairhfull in 
their oun particular Teſtimony , though the Word 
of theirs be not the ſame with ours; We may joyn 

with others upon yer ſtricter conditions , as our 
Covenanted Brethren , ſuch as the members of 

| the Churches of England & Ireland, Joyned to- 

gether 
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gether wirh us in the ſame League & Covenant ; 
providing they oune 1t & proſecute the ends of it, 
& maintaine the word of their Teſtimony according 
roit » & their attained Reformation, albeit they have 
not the ſame Word of Teſtimony every way with us : 
As for the Second, We oune a Communion, upon 
ſtricter conditions & with ſtricer. qualifications , 
amongſt the members of one Church & formed So- 
cjery » under ſybjection ro the ſame Reformed do- 
Erin, worſhip, & Governmenr, as for inſtance this 
Covenanted Church of Scotland; W hich Eccleſia- 
ſtical Communion ( Particularly in reference to our 
oun Church) 1s to be conſidered divers ways, & 
accordingly 1s capable of diverſedegrees; For either 
the Church muſt be conſidered as conſtirute in good 
order, having Judicatories for redrefling abuſes, in 
which caſe we think ir were an uſurpation, for pri-- 
vat Societies to afſume the regulation either of Joy- 
ning or ſeparating , withour recourſe to the Judi- 
.eatories; Or it muſt be conſidered as aſcending 8 
growing up gradually unto Reformation, in which 
eaſe many things alſo may be born with , eſpecially 
by perſons in a privat capacity, & not made a 
matter of ſeparation, becauſe never Reformed; or 
Laſtly ( which comes more home ro our caſe) ir 
may be conſidered as declining & falling back from 
fome degrees of Reformation arrained unto, & as ir 
ts broken doune by compleat & habitual Tyranny 
& Epidemical Apoſtacy , in which caſe our ſtriQ- 
eſt degree of Communion , in SeleGed Fellowſhips 
at leaſt » muſt be qualified with ſtrifeſt conditions, 
conſidering the preſentſtate of affairs in this broken 
caſe of rhe Church: For in theſe we muſt neceſfarly 
endeavour aiter oneneſs & agreement , as to the 
- | _ word 
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word of our Teſtimony » among the. conſtituent 
members of theſe Societies , with whom we concur 
in a joynt carying onthe publick work. For we defe 
nor to forget how the quarrel of our Zealpus & An- 
tient Covenanters was ſtated, againſt Papiſts, Malig- 
nants , & SeCaries, defeCtion & Schiſme, And 
againſt infull Union as one extream, & fſinfull Se- 
aration as another ; & all rhar joyn withus in our 
ſeleted Communion , we would haye concertin 
the ſame quarrel. _ 
Thirdly , More particularly, as concerning thar- 
Queſtion , called by them Canon, which among o- 
thers is propoſed to the members of our General 
Meetings » concerning their joyning or not joyning 
with the filent, unfairhfull, 8& Complying Mini- 
ſters of the time, we ſhall adde theſe few things. 


: | I. The occaſion of the proponing this Interrogation 


amongſt us was & 1s , becauſe ſince our Perſecution 
began to encreaſe, Miniſters generally had fallen 
into ſuch ſad & lamentable defections, asis ſhewed 
above; Therefore we would inform ourſelves, 
by that Queſtion ro the members of our Meetings, 
wherker rhey had their countenance as formerly, or 
not. However 2.By that Queſtion, we underſtand no 
Miniſters, bur theſe only ro whom all (or atleaſt 
ſome) ofthe foreſaid adjefive Epirhers are appli- 
cable; that 1s either theſe who had complyed with 
the Enemie, or were become filentin lying by from 
the publick work , or nor diſcovering the palpable 
ſins of therime, or were 1n ſuch a meaſure unfairh- 
full, as would bedecerned cenſurable by our Church 
conſtirurions. | 
SECONDLY, Asto the other thing objected 
againſt our Societies, to wit , the raking 20 our 
ſelves 
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felves the tryal of ſcandalous perſons : We profeſs &} + 
declare, that all rhe tryal of ſcandals or ſcandalous -: 


| perſons which we Judge lawfull , expedient , & 


compereat to privat perſons, notwithſtanding of 


- the greateſt neceſliry , 1s meerly popular &-privat, 


for information abour the caſe or practice of the 


| perſons, in order to the regulating our Conſciences 


in our duty & carriage to wards them , that ſo, ac- 
cording to the Judgement of diſcretion , -we may be 
fully perſuaded in our minds, asro what is right or 
wrong » falſe or true , & may not remain ſtaggering 


or doubring in our dury & deportment towardsthem; |., 


Nor Judicial 8& Authoritative : For we by no means 
Judge ir lawfull ro commitr unro the- people rhe 
power of diſcipline, no more then ir is lawfull for 


. them ro preach & adminiſtrar the Sacraments, Yea 


ſo far are we from rhar SeCtarian principle , thar, 
under no conſideration whatſoever, we Judge it war- 
rantable to aſſerr , rhar radically & originally the 
power of Church Government 1s ſeared 1n the peo- 
ple , & from them derived unto rhe-Paſtors & El- 
ders; as it isin Civil Government, .which comerh 
from God the ſupream Lord & King of all rhe world, 
& is radically ſeared in the people, & from them | 
derived unto & conferred upon rhetr Magiſtrats & 
Civil Governours ; whereas Ecclefiaſtick Govern= 
ment cometh from Chriſt the Mediator, & King 


of his oun Church, 8& by himimmediatly conferred 


upon the Rulers 8 Officers of his houſe , with 
whom He hath promiſed his preſence unto the end | © 
of the world. | | 


Bur 
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ous "Ur ro.'conclude , we 'defire a few thinfs of 
& "our Brethren ,' unrowhoſe hands: this tha 

; of come. 1. That none' thay look” por us, 


from what we have profeſſed & decldrtdih 

"this our Vindicayior am gr few ſenti- 
ments abour thefe Heads... For 'we did never hold 
or maintaine” opinions, as torheſe parricylats, con- 


trare to What we have here expreſſed; '$0, rhar'this 
isnor a change , but an explication of out tmifrigs* 


| And if any well meaning 'perſoh, 8& Zealoufly tycli- 


urrered themlelves orherwiys then we hive here ex- 
plicated;'we are not tb milyraine the ſagie; '2"We 
deſire thar; 66' advantage may be _ 
from words or expreſſions in cs er through our 
weakneſs Bur'thar the ſcope & defignof thewhole 
may be weighed & conſidered; And ſothat one parrof . 
it may not be dividedfromancther , bur' thar allthe 
parrsof ir-may be rogether, conſidered, 8 jimparti., 
ally pondered without affeCtivn ot prejudice; 3'. Se- 
ing the Caufe-of God hath fulfered great hure®, by 
 perfons'rhietr roo much” creduliry in believing i11 8 
falfe reports;  & ſpreading the ſame as reall certain- 
ries, without ever trying or ſearching into'thetrurh' 
or falſhood'thereof;' And feing that thereby onr di- 
viſions & diſtraRions: have been greatly mulriplyed: 
Therefore we-defire ( which we are alfo'willing ro 
grant unto others) rhar' none hereafter may 'give 
' ear & credir'to the bare reports. of our Accuſers 
& Traducers, wirhour due trying & ſearchinginto 
the rruth' thereof (ar leaſt if nor forour ſakes, yet 
that they would forebear for the Gofpels) ſeing rhar _ 
from hence forth they wat * convinced of our being 


"ned amongſt us, Rath eras hen we iter: 


| 


ſo 
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ſo much wronged by ſuch ſad miſrepreſentations. 
4. We:defire that in time comeing , any who ſhall 
hear pr ſuppoſe ſuch opinions or praGtiſes , as are 
unſound & hurtfull, ro be maintained & followed 
by us , - may deal ſo friendly & Chriſtianly with 
us , as to admoniſh us thereof, in order to evince 
& convict us of the ſame , before they publickly 
ventſuch things, or Informe againſt us. 5. Thar no- 
thing inthis paper , which may ſeem more freely 
expreſſed » may be conſtructed as flowing from pre- 
judice atany perſon or perſons wharſomever, or from 
a glorying in our Mothers nakedneſs which is alſo 
our oun, or from an humor to debate :. for we de- 
fire herein fingly & ſimply ro have a reſpe@ tothe 
glory of God, the. Vindication of his 'Trurhs , 8 
(if « &: Lord will) the advantage both of rhegivers & | 1 
receivers of miſreportsagainſt us.Inthe mean time we ||| a 
comnur the Cauſe unto the Lord , & defirero wait ſhi 
untill He ſhall ariſe 8 give Teſtimony for HisTruths. || n; 
For, as weare firmly perſuaded in our Conſcjences || th 
before God,thar this is His Cauſe & the Covenanrted 
Reformation which. we are ouning & ſuffering for : 
So we are hopefull that He ſhall, 1in.His.qun a 
pointed time , make Himſelf knownunro the world 
ouning the ſame, how low ſoeverit be now: And 
that as He hath been pleaſed , even in theſe rimes 
of hot & heavy perſecurion of cruel 8&. crafty Ene- 
mies , & of ſinfull & ſhameful defeftion of the Ge- 
nerality of Miniſters & profeſſors , to. raiſe up & 
ſignally ro ſpirit not a few honoured worthies (th$ 
mean , weak 8& contemprible in rhe. eyes of rhe 
world) valiantly ro contend, faithfully ro witneſs » 
& pariently to ſuffer for the ſame Caule, . even ro 
reſiſting unto blood » ia their ſtedfaſt adhering unto 
their 


Ytheir (worn duties 8 principles { wreſling ;/ 


ed Jas for their Coyenanred Religion againſt Poſierit.. 
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& as Chriſtians, as well fot their naturall 8 & v 
rights & Liberties againſt Uſurpativn 8 Tyffnidy 


Prelacy ; & Sacrilegious Supremacy , & allo againſt 
the Apoſtacy , Complyances , & dereſtable neurrali- 
ty of others)Which worthies, following the footſteps 
of the faithfull Cloud of witneſes that have gone 
before them, have pourtrayed a noble 6 renouned 
Example of vertue; faithfulneſs , 8 Courage ro the 
preſent age, & have fealed & tranſmitted an ho- 
neſt & honourable Teſtimony to poſterity: So we' 
hope the ſame Teſtimony ſhall be continwed to the. 
Reformartign , amonglt men ofour principles & pro- 
feſffion ,- unril at length He ſhall make the blood, 
which hath been ſhed ſealing the ſame., appear 
above ground to be the ſeed ofthe Church , & cauſe 
his people tro. reap the fruit of this preſent fiery fur- 
nace » according to His word promiſing thar all 
things ſhall work rogerher for good ro them thar J 
Love Him 8& wait for Him. Finally » Wweadde no a 
more , bur. defire thar this may be taken as the nh- 3 
boſoming ofthe genuine thoughts, & exhibirigg rh# 
minds & ſentiments - (as to the controvetſies of this 
preſent time ) of a poor waſted , wounded , 'aMi- 
Qed, bleeding, miſrepreſented , 8& reproached 
Remnant, & handfull of ſuffering people, whode- 
fire to throw doune whar God will throw doune, & 
o build whar He will eſtabliſh ; when He comes. 
To whom be rhie Kingdoin & Dominion for ever & 
yer. Amen. 
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| Ecauſe the Reader may defiderate theſe Des 


impure it to difingenuity , ro Conceal 
rhoſe things that are every where beſpar- 
reredz & may reckon he 1s impoſed upon, in hav- 


ing the faulrs of things both aggravated & exte- 
nuated , & yer cannot ſee the things thegrſelves : 
Therefore, torhe end thar both the Reader may be ' 


ſariſfied, & the OQuners of theſe Declarations may. 
be cleared of any prevarication in the caſe, 8 thar. 
alſo more abuſes of rranſcribers may be prevented, 
Care hath been raken ro ger rhe moſt corre Co- 
pies, that could be foundart the publiſhing hereof, 
and to ſubjoynthe ſame inthe following pages. Giv- 
ing the Expreſſions moſt excepred againſt in different 
Char. -- | 


' The Teſtimony publiſhed at Rutherglen. 
May 29. 1679, + 


preſerve His Intereſt in this Land, by the Te- 

ſtimones of ſome faithfull witneſſes from the 
begining: Soin our day, ſome have norbeen wanting, 
who through greareſt hazards have added their Te- 
ſtimonies to theſe who have gone befor them , by 
ſuffering death , banifhmenr , rerturings, forfaul- 
tries » Impriſonments, 8& whatnot, from a perfi- 
dious 8. cruel Adverſarie to the Church & King- 
dome of our Lord [eſus Chriſt in the Land. There- 


F- \ S the Lord hath been-pleaſed till ro keep & 


for , we ouning the ſame [Intereſt of Chriſt, accor-. 


ding ro the word of the Lord, & the National & 


ſoletnne League & Covenant , Deſire ro adde our | 


| Teſtimony: to the Teſtimonies of the worthies thar 
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 clarations , ſo fervently exclaimed againſt, 
& here ſo frequently mentioned ; 8& may - 


« have ' 


2Ur 1 
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have gone before us (though webe unworthy; yet | 


hopeing as true members' of the Church -of Chriſt 
in Scotland ) And thar againſt all things done pre- 
judiciall ro this Intereſt, from rhe begining of rhe 
workof Reformation, Eſpecialy trom the year 164$ro 
1660. And more Particularly from the ſaid year 1660. 
& dounwards, againſt the Acts following: As,Againt 
the ACt of Supremacy ; The Declaration, whereby 
our Covenants were condemned ; The A# for ever- 
ſton of the eſtablifhed Government of the Church, 
& for eſtabliſhing of Abjured Prelacy; The: 48 Re- 
ſeiſſory of all Ads of Parliaments” & Aſſemblies, for 
eſtabliſhing the Government of theChurch according 
ro the word ; The 4 of Glaſgow , puting the ſame 


' 1n execution , whereby 'at-one time were violently 


caſt our above three hundred Miniſters, withour 
any Legal Procedure.z Lykewiſe The 4& for ap- 
pointing an holy Amiverſary day, to be kept every 
29 th of May, . for giving thanksfor rhe ſerting up 
an uſurped power, deſtroying the Intereſt of Chriſt 
in the Land : whereby the Creature is ſer upto be 
worſhipped in the roome of our great Redeemer, 
And a power is aſſumed which isproper to the Lord 


_- onely z- For the appointing of ordinances m his 


Church , as particularly the Government thereof 


 & rhe keeping of holy dayes, belongeth ro no Prince, 
. Prelarte, nor perſon on earth ,' bur only ro our Lord 


Redeemer; And further, we give our, Teſtimony 
againſt all finfull & unlawfull 4s, emitted & exe- 
cuted, publiſhed & proſecuted by them, againſt our 
Covenanred Reformation. And for Confirmation of 


"this our Teſtimony, We do here this day,being the 29 


of May 1679-publickly & moſt juſtly burn the forſaid - 
Acts, as this Croſs of Rutherglen being peta 
x | | urg 


Burgh of the Nether ward. of Clidſddle 3 - As they 
perfidiouſly 8 blaſphemouſly' have þurnt . our holy 
Covenants , through ſeveral Cities of theſe Co- 
venanted Kingdomes. We hope none will rake ex- 
eeptions at our nor ſubſcriveing this our Teſtimony, 
being ſo ſolemnely given: for we are ready to doirif 
neceſſarie, And ro inlarge it with all our fairhfull 
ſuffering brethren in the Land, 


The Declaration df Teflimany of the true Preſbyte- 
rian, Anti-Prelatick, 4nti-Eraſtian , Perſe- 
euted Partie in Scotland , Publiſhed at 
Sanquhatr. June 22. 1680. 

Tis nor amongſt rhe ſmalleſt of the Lords 

mercies to this poor Land , that there hath 
alwayes been ſome ; . who have given their 
Teſtimony againſt every courſe of defection we were 
guilty of z which isa token for good , that He doth 
not inrend rocaſt us offalrogether , burgharHe will 
leave a Remnant in whom He will be gracious, if 
they through His grace keep themſelves clean , & 
walk in his wayes & methods, as they have been 
watked in & ouned by predeceffors of truely worthy 
memorie , in their carrying on of our noble work 
of Reformarion, in the ſeveral ſteps rhereof, both 
from Poperie & Prelacie,. & likewiſe from Eraſtian 
Supremacy, ſo much ufurped by him , who, 1t is 
rrue (ſo for as we know) is deſcended from the race 
of.our Kings, yer he hath ſo far deboarded from 
what he. ought ro have been, by his periurie, & 
uſurpeing'in Church matrers, & Tyranmie1n matters 
Civil, as is knownby the whole Land ; thar we have 
Juſt reaſon' to account 113 amongſt the Lords great 
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contraverſies againſt us, that we have-not difouned 
him , & the men of his praQtiſes , wherhker-infe- 
rior Magiſtrats or any other , as Enemies to our 


' Lord Jeſus His Croun & the true Proteſtant 8& preſ- 


byrerian Intereſt'in thefe Lands , our Lords eſpou- 
ſed Bride 8 Church. Therefore, although we be 
for Government 8 Governours, ſuch as the word 


of God z' & our Covenanrs allows ; yer, we for our - 


ſelves & all thar will adhere to us, the Repreſentatives 
of the true Preſbyterian Church 0 Covenanted Nation of 
Scotland , confidering the great hazard of lying under 
Sin any longer, Do, by thir preſents, Diſoun Char- 
les Stewart who hath been reigning-theſe years by- 
gone (or rather we may ſay Tyrannizing) on the 
throne of -Brizain, as haveing any right , title, or 
intereſt to or in the ſaid Croun of Scor/and or Go- 
vernment z as forfaulred ſeverall years ſince, by his 
perjurie & breach of Covenant with God 8&:. His 
Church ,- & uſurpation ofRis Croun & Royall Pre- 
rogatives, ' & many other breaches in matters Eccle- 
flaftick, 8 by his tyrannie 8 breaches in rhe very 
Leges Regnandiin matters Civil. For which reaſons, 
we Declate that ſeveral years fince ' he ſhould have 
bem denuded of being King , Ruler , or Magiſtrate, 
or haveing any power, or to be obeyed asſuch, As 
alſo, we under the banner of our Lord [eſus Chriſt, 
the Captain of Salvation, do Declare 4 war with 
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ſuch a Tyrant, &.uſurper, & all the men of theſe 
proces , - as Enemies to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt & 
is Cauſe.& Covenant, And againſt all ſuch as have 
any way ſtrengthened him , ſided with, or acknowledged 
him , in hn uſurpation & Tyrannie Civil «9 Ecclefia- 


then, fide with , or op , or any 
4 


* tick, yea T againſt all ſuch as ſhall any way freng.- 
, Mm - 
the 
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the like uſurpation 17 tyramnie ;- fat more againſt ſach, 
AS —_ roars or gelivei up. our NC Rabormes 
Church-into the bondage of Anti-chiiſt', the Pope 
of Ronie. © By this we hoimologare our Teſtimony ar 
Rutherglen, the 29 of May 1679. &all the faithfull 
. Teſtimonies of theſe thasx have gone befor us , as alſo 

of theſe who have ſuffered of late. Alſo we Do 
diſclaim that Declaratiqn publiſhed-at Hamsltoun, 
the 13. day of Tune 1679; cheifly becaus it rakes in 
the kings. Intereſt, which we are ſeveral years ſince 
looſed from ; as al{a' becaus of the forſaid reaſons, 
& others that we may:affer this (ifthe Lord will) 


publiſh. As alſo we Diſoune & Reſeor the. Recep- 
tion of the Duke of York;a profeſſed Papiſt, as re- 


pugnant to our principles & vowesto the moſt high 
God, & as that which is the. great, though ( alas ) 
the juſt reproach of our Church, We alſo by this 
proteſt againſt his ſucceeding to the Croaun ,as againſt 
what ever hath been: done » or any are efſaying to 
do, 1n this Land. given to the Lord , 1n prejudice 
to..our work of Reformation. And to Conclude , 


we hope after this, none will blame.ug or offend ar 


our rewarding: of theſe thar are againſt us as they 


have done to us, as the Lord gives the opportunity, _ 


This 1s nor to exclude. any. who hath declined , if 


they be willing to giveſariſfattion,. according to the - 


degree of offence. 


The '48 & Apologetick Declaration” of the true 
Preſbyterians of the Church of Scotland, Pu- 
' bliſhed at Lanerk Fanuary 12. 1682. 


A Lthough we ought to take in good part, 
£4 . whateverGodjn His Infinite wiſedome hath, 


A. for the puniſhment of our figs, carved our 


 unt@ 
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anto us, 8&- eye & acknowledge Him alone in it; 


And though we alwayes ought ro acknowledge Go- 


vernmenr & Governours as ordeaned by Him, info - 


far as they rule & govern according -to the Rules 


| ſerdoun by Himin His word , & Conſtitutive Laws 


of the Nation , & ought tro caſt the mantle 
of Love on rhe lefler errours of Governours , & 


give the beſt countenance to their- Adminiſtration , 


that the nature of their Actions will bear ; Yer 


- when all theſe Laws, borh of God & the Kingdom, 


conditionall & conftirutrve of rhe Goveramenr ,' are 
caſſed & annulled, by pretended Laws, & rhe higheſt 
of uſurpation, & an inexplicable prerogative in mat- 
ters Eccleſiaſtick, & arbitrarie Government in mat- 
ters Civil, 1s arrogat ; when a banner of 1mpierie, 
profanneſs, 8 atheriſme 1s avowedly diſplayed againſt 
the heavens; a door opened to abominarions ofall 
ſorts & fizes, & the remedie thereof ſtill denyed, 
by him who ſhould be as the ſun & a ſheild rothe 
people ;. when the Parliaments, who ought to be: 
the grand Truſtees of the Kingdom , ro whom ir be- 
longs in ſuch a caſe ro ſecure the Civil & Spiritual 
Intereſts, are ſo prelimited by Law , as that no 
.rrue ſon of the State or Church hath Liberrie ro fir 
& yore there ; $0 thar. the parliaments , & all pla- ' 
ces of publick truſt & offices of the Kingdom, from 
the higheſt rothe loweſt, are made up of none bur 
theſe who are corrupted, overawed, overruled, 
& bribed ; whar ſhall the people do in ſuch an 
extremity ? Should rhey givetheir Reaſon as men, 
.their Conſciences as Chriitians , & refignetheir Li- 
| berries, fortunes, Religion ,- & rheir All to. the 
inexorable obſtinacy , incureable wilfullneſs, -& ma- 
lice of theſe, whp , in ſpize of God & man (& not 
OO H 4 With- 
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withſtanding of their many oaths & vows both to 
God & his people) are reſolved to make their oun 
will the abſolute & ſoveraigne Rule of their A ons, 
& their ſtrained Indulgences the meaſure of the ſub- 
zes hope & happineſs? Shall the endof Govern- 
ment be loſt, through the weakneſs , wickedneſs, 
& Tyrannie of Governours > Muſt the people , by 
an implicite ſubmiſſion & deplorable ſtuptdirte , de- 
ſtroy themſelves, 8 betray their poſterity , & be- 
come objects of reproach tothepreſent generation, 
& pitie & conremprrto the furure ? Have they not, 
in ſuch an extremity, good ground to make uſe of 
that naturall & radical power they have, to ſhake 
off that yoke , which neither we nor our forefathers 


were able ro bear > Which accordingly rhe Lord. 


honoured us (1na General & unprehmired Meeting 
of the Eftates and ſeveral Shyres of Scotland) to do; A Con- 
vention of unprelimited members, a Convention of men who 
had only the glory of God 5 the good of the Comonewealth 


befor their eyes ; The Like whereof the preſent reign- , 


ing Tyranrcould never fince his home coming pret- 
end ro. Ar which Convention, he was moſt Legally 
& by General conſent caſt off, by rhe Declaration 
afrerward publiſhed ar Sanquhaiy , by eſpeciall war- 
rand from the ſaid Convention, Burt that we may 
not ſeem ro have done that, or yerto do thelike, 
upon no grounds , or yet upon few 8& ſmall grounds, 
we ſhall hint ar ſome of the many rthowſands of the 
miſdemeanours of the now caſt off Tyrant, in his 
overrurning of our Church 8 ſtare. : 
AndFirſt, Ar his very entrie , as if he had at- 
tained to Neros defire, atoneblow , in his firſt Par- 
hiament, he curr off the neck of that noble conſti-. 
tinxion: of Church & State , ' which our noble 8 
TN! worthy 


a tis —_ — A PIR — — _ |} 


(123) 
worthy Anceſtors-had made; And not thinking it 
enough treacherouſly & falfly ro perjure himfelfe, he 
made ſuch conſtiturions & Laws ( ifit benor an abuſe 
of Language ro call them ſo) as that none bur fowls 
of his oun feather, & ſuch as would run with him 
ſelfe ro the ſame excels of ryor, ſhould have acceſs 
rothe very meaneſt place or office in the Kingdom: 
And though that 1n ir ſelfe is enongh , yer not the 
thowſand part of what he hath done. : 

2. Did ' he not rake ro himfelf a Licentious 
priviledge, the exalting of himſelfe unro a Sphere 
exceeding all meaſures Divine & humane, tyranni- 
cally obrruding his will for a Law, both in marrers 
Civil & Ecclefiaſtick , makeing vs a Laughing ſtock 
ro the neighbouring Nations , who imagined that 
whar he was doing (however ryrannous 1n it ſelfe) 


'to be conſonant ro our Law, blameing the badneſs 


of the Law inſtead of the badneſs of che Governours, 
whereas nothing could be leſs confonanrt to the renor 


| & end of onrs, & all other Laws, divine & huma- 


ne. For we have reaſon ro praiſe the Lord , who 
ſo eminently affiſted our Anceſtors 1n framing of 
our Laws » So that we may (upon good ground ) 
ſay, thar there is no Nation #n Civilibus hath ber- 
ter, & #n Eccleſiaſticis ſo good L1wes as we; have- 
ing (by Gods great providence ) attained unto a 
more excellenr & ſtrict: Reformation , then any na» 
tion, The obſerveing of which Laws, was the very 
Conftirurive & abſolute Condition , whereupon he 
was admitred to the Royall office , & wirhour which 
he was not to have the exercife of his power , & 
ro which he was moſt folemnely & deeply ſworne 
oftener then once , with his Hands lifted up ra 
the moſt High God; he himſclfe declareing The 8 | 
"pe TN zects 


CE " — * ' - Wah. cn "I _- = . © - . y 
Ge ED ER, ON ue" 6 


BY z 


Fu 


(124) 


jets tye nolonger to remain or continue, thenthe 


ends. & conſtitutions of theſe Covenants were 


purſued & preſerved by him : Al which are (con- 
 traryto his 1ngagements forſatd, ) by hisprerended .. 
( & as aforlaid conſtitute ) Parliaments cafled & an- 


nulled,  & the Laws no more made the Rule, bur 


his oun will in his Letrers : So that we are made 
the reproach of the Nations, who ſay we have. 


only the Law of Letters, inſtead of the Letrer of 
the Law. SES 4 


3. Hath ir not been his conſtant methode, ro 


adjourne & diſſolve parliaments at his pleaſure , 


when they (though his oun creatures) were ſo ſen- 


ſible of his miſdemeanours;, that rhey began ro que- 
ſtion , & when queſtioned by them ye may eafily con- 
jecture what they were. : 

4. Harh' he nor ſeated himſelf as ſupream head 
over all Perſons , in all Cauſes Civil & Eccleftaſtick>' 
And by vertue of that arrogantly arrogated power, 
fabricare a Chimerick Governmenr., or rather Pa- 
pcantry inthe Church , with ſuch Ludibrious emi- 
nences , pompeous power & pride, through the va- 
nity of mens depraved 1mag1nations , the greivous 
8& myſterious abyſſe , from whence have iſſued all 
the calamiries, all the languiſhing Sorrows , & 


"confounding ſhames & reproaches, which , in this 


day of blackneſs & darkneſs, have invaded, inyol- 
ved, polluted, & peſftered, the Church & King- 
dom. And rhus hath he approven himſelfe 
the Defender of the faith , under which the godly 


party » true ſons of the Church 8& Nation , have. 


been groaning theſe ruenty years bygone, & ingreart 


numbers murthered &-ſlain in the fields , led as.. 
Lambs to the ſlaughter upon ſcaffolds , impriſoned - 
, ID & 
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| & keprin trons; & with exquiſite rortures rormented, 
exiled, baniſhed & ſold as ſlaves amongſt ſavages: 
27” || All which they endured moſt patiently along time, 
{| cre ever they offered to appear in publick in arms. 
in- | apainſt him. Andall this they have mert with asare- 
ut } ward (juſt upon the Lords part , though unjuſt & y 

ungrarte as to his part } for their roo grear & inor- bc 
VE | dinate Love, wherewith they prevented him in the wW 
of day of his diſtreſs ; being rhe firit & only begining of 

- | his unhappy reſtauration, - 

tw | 5. Time would fail us to narrate, what exorbj- 
©» | rantraxings, ceſlings , & every way impoveriſhing 
of the ſubjects, & grinding of the faces of the poor, 
C= | dilapidarting the pendicles , rights , & revenues of 
N- |} rhe Croun , fornootherend, bur to imploy them 

for keeping up a Borthel , rather then a Courr, fince - 
| there 1s no > Serka in the world hath attained into 
k ſuch a highr of debaucherie & depravedneſs,. as 


: » } that Court by bis cxample hath done. For 

Il. 201 pon 5, 
- Regis ad exenrplum torus Fomponitur orbis, 
N 6. And Laſtly, As ifir had not been enough to 
- exerce ſuch &tyrannical & arbitrarie power bimſelf, 
--. | he, by alareParhament ſuch as rhe former, inrends 
= that his cruelty & tyrannieſhould nor dye with him- 
= ſelf, bur rhar he ſhall in his 'ountime inſtall ſuch an 
>” | one (ifnotworſe) as himſelf, contrare roall Law, 
reaſon , & Religion , And in that Parliament roun- 
y - hinge very Proteſtantiſme irfelt, by framing a 
hed Teſt, ſuch as no Proteſtant ( how corrupr ſoever ) 
- "can take » And ſo ridiculous , ' that it is made the 


- 29s laughing ſtock even of enemies themſelves. 
iY © Kr then any wonder, conſidering ſuch dealings 
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8 many thomſauds moe , that true Scorſmert (though 
we-have been always & even to extremity ſome 
times Loyall ro our Kings) ſhould after tuenty years 
tyrannie break out ar laſt, as we havedone , 8 pur 


in praQtiſe that power , which God & nature hath 


given us , & we have reſeryed to our ſeves, All 
our engagments with our princes having been al- 
ways Conditional, as other Kingdoms are implicitly, 
bur ours explicitly ? | 

Ler none therefor objeC againſt rhe Legalitie of 
whar we have done, or are doing: For weoffer us 
(how inconfiderable foever we are ſaid to be) ro 
prove our ſelves ro have done nothing againſt our 
Ancient Laws Civil or. Ecclefiaſtick, againſt any 
Lawyers or Divines whatſoever, our Ancient Lawes 
being judges; And we haveing ſafetie ro paſs & repaſs 
(if che publick faith afcer ſo many breaches can be tru- 
ſted) for that effect. So then,ler no forreign Kingdoms 
orChurches,through miſinformation orf 
(as they are many) of what we aCGt or do, becaus 
we haveno acceſs to the preſs asthey; We fay, ler 
them not rake up a wrong opinion of us, or our 
Proceidings : for we are only endeavouring to ex- 
rricat our ſelves from under a Tyrannous yoke, & 
ro reduce our Church & ſtare ro whar rhey were, in 


. the years 1648. & 1649. 


We Therefor, here Coveened, Inour Name (5 
authoritie , Ratifie & Approve what hath beendone 
by the Rutherglen 8& Sanquhair Declarations, "And 
do by thir preſents » Reſcind, annull, & make voyd, 
whatſoever hath been done by Charles Stewart or 
his Accomplices, in prejudice ro our Antient Laws 
& Liberties , in all the ſeveral pretended & pre- 
limited Parliaments & Conventions, fince the 
year 


alſe coppies, 
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[ar I660. . And particularly, the late Parliament 

olden at. Edinburg the 28. fuly 1681. by a Com- 
miſſioner profeſſedly Popiſh., 8 for villanie exiled 
his native Land , with all the a&ts & Laws there 
ſtarut & enacted: As that abominable ridicu= 
_ unparalelled, & fſoul-perjuring Teſt , & the 
reſt. 

We therefor Comand & charg yow to paſs ro the 
mercat Croſſe of Lanerk , And in our name & au- 
thoritie, publiſh this our 4# 4s Declaration as ye will 
be anſwerable. Given art the 15. December 1681. 


Let Kyng Teſus "_ , wr all his. enemies be 
cattered. 


The Apologetick, Declaration, & Admonitory vinte 
dication , of the True Preſbyterians of the 
Church of Scotland : Eſpecially anent Intelli- 
gencers & Informers. 


| \ Lbeit we know, thar the people of God in 


& all ages have been cruelly perſecuted & ma- 

& A. liciouſly reviled, by Apoſtats from 8&. ene- 
mies ro the Truths of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; yer 
ſuch hard uſage 8 virulent reproachings , hath not 
(atleaſt oughr nor to have) abated the zealof rendet 
hearred Chriſtians , in the proſecution of holy 8 
comanded duties. Therefore , as hirherro (through 
Grace aſliſting) we have nor been driven to lay aſide 
neceſſary obligeing Duries , becauſe of rhe viperous 
thearenings of men, who aregiven up of a Holy 8& 
wiſe God to lay our alltheir might & power for proe 
moyeing a courſe of wicked profanitie, by virwent 
by | perſe- 
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perſecution & ignominious Calumities-” ( to alſ' of 


whom nevertheleſs that are - reconcileable unto 
God we heartily wiſh Erernal ſalyation ) So we De- 
clare our firtn reſolution of conſtant Adherence ro 
our Covenants & engagements, whereby we are 
bound ro have common freinds & foes with our Co- 
venantedReformarion, & ro look upon whar is done 
to one as done to allofus ; And alfo our unanimous 


adherence to our faithful Declararions *, wherein 


we have difouned the authoririe of Charles Stewart 
( nor aurhoritie of Gods inſtitution ,- either among 
Chriſtians or Heathens.) & all authoritie depending 
upon him , for reaſons given els where (Diſclaiming 
all ſuch rhings as infer a magiſtraricall relation ber- 
wixt him & us) And wherein alfo we haveDeclared 
war againſt him 8 his accomplices ,: ſuch as lay our 
themſelves ro promove his wicked & helliſh deſignes. 
Therefore, that therein our mind may'be the more 
clearly underſtood , ' & for preventing further mi- - 
ſtaks anenr our purpoſes ; 'We do hereby jointly 8& 
unanimoſly Teſtifie & declare; thar as we utterly 
deteſt & abhor rhar helliſh principle of killing -all 
who differ 1n judgmeyr or perſuaſion from us, irha- 
veing no botrom upon the word of God or right rea-. 
ſon ; So we look upon ir as a duty binding upon us, 
ro publiſh openly unto the world , Thar , for asmuch 
as we are firmly & really purpoſed not to injure or 
oftend any whomſoeyer , bur ro purſwe the ends of 
our Covenants , in ſtanding to the defence of our 
lorious work of Reformarion ,- & ofouroun lives: 
yet (weſay) we do hereby declare unto all, thar 
who ſoeverſtrerch forrhJtheir hands againſt us, while 
we are maintaining the Cauſe 8& Intereſt of Chriſt 


againſt his enemies, in the defence of our Covenanred 
| Refor= 
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eformations By ſhedding-our blood aRtugllyz.ai- *_ 
ter: by. authoritative Comanding , ſuch as bloody-. 
ouncillors (bloody , we: ſay » infinuateing clearly: 
dy rhis &. the other AdjeQve Epithersan open di- | 
indtion ». beruixr the cruel & blood thirſtie., . & the 
ore ſober & moderate ) Eſpecialy that ( fo called ) 
aſticiary »_ General of forces, Adjurtants , )Capta- 
$, Livetenants» & call in Civil , ' & Military 
ower, who make if then work to embrue thetr 
ands in our blood; or by obeying ſuch Comands, 
ich as bloody. Militia men , malitious Ttoupers , 
uldiers, & Dragoons ; likways ſuch gentlemen & 
ommons » who through wickedneſs & ilt will ride 
run with the forſaid perſons to Lay ſearch for us; 
who deliver up any of-us-into theirhands tothe 
ling of pur blood ; By inriceing morally, or ſtiring 
> enemies to the taking away of our Lives » ſuc 
þ deſignedly 8 purpoſedly adviſe, counſell , & 1n- 
Durage them to proceid agaitſt us to our utter ex- 
rpation ; By informing againſt us wickedly , wit- 
ngly , & willingly , ſuch as viperous & malicious 
ſhops & Curats, & all ſuch ſorrof Intelligencers, 
bo lay our themſelves to the effuſion of our blood, 
gither with all ſuch, as, in obedience rorhe ene- 
tes their Comands , ar the fight of us, raiſe the 
C ery after us ; yea &. againſt all ſuchs as, com- 
aring befor. the adverſaries their courts upon their 
mand, delate us & any who befriend us, totheir 
7 our extream hazard 8 ſuffering : We lay, Al | 
every one of ſuch ſhall be reputed by us Enemies 
> God 8& the Covenantred work of Reformarion, 
puniſhed: as ſuch according ro our power &-the 
gree of their offence ; cheitly if hey ſhall conrinw® 
our- declaration, obitt- 
I - naly 
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-'Baly 8 habitually 5 with malice tb proceid againſ}}- 


us any of. the forſaid-ways ; notarall exeeming fro 
preſent puniſhment}, ' ſuch 'as formerly have bee 
cheif ringleaders & obſtinate offenders ;- And with 
-- all leaveing room for- Civil & Ecclefiaſtick ſariſfa. 
fion-before Lawfill &-Tertled judicatories, for'the 
offences bf ſuch-perfons as our- power ax this rime 
cannot reach , or the degree of puniſhment accord 


Ing; ro their offences is hard for us to be determined 


Finally we do hereby declare that we Abhor , con 
demne', & diſcharge: any perſonal artemprs, upc 
any prerext what ſomever;, without previous deli 
beratiofi-, common or competent conſent, without 
certain probation by ſufficient wirnefſes, rhe guilt 
erſons Confeflion-, er the notourneſs- 'of the deeds 
'themſelvs. Inhibiring alſo & diſcharging any of ou 
Emiflaries whom foever , ro ſtretch forth rheir hands 
beyond the certainly known degrees of any ofthe fo 
faid perſons their offences, PE 
-: Now let not any think (our God afliſting us) we 


will be fo ſlack handed in time coming}; to pur mat- 


rers in execution, as heretofore we have been , ſeing[ 


we-are bound faithfully 8& valiantly ro maintain our 


Covenants 8 the Cauſe of Chriſt : -Therefor ler all] 
theſe forſaid perſons be admoniſhed of rheir hazard. | 
And particularly all ye[ntelligencers, who by your| 


voluntary Informations endeavaurts render us up to 
the enemies hands , that our blood may be ſhed : for 
by. ſuch! courſes ye. both indanger your - immortal 
ſouts, if repentance preveat not, ſeeing God: will 


make inquiſition for ſhedding the: precious blood of] - 


his ſaints,-wharever be the thoughts of men, Andalſo 
your bodies, ſeing ye render your felves aGtualy & 
maliciouſly guilry of our blood , whoſe innoceney 
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ont purer anent malidioustmjuret%oPas;: 
_ the other band , 'we do hereby Beſeechis8: obreſt , 
All yowwho wiſhes. well ro:Z:ox10 ſhew your good 


. Lord | 


(age) 


11}- the-Lordknowerh': 'However we are $orry:;at.our 
very hearts;, that any;of yow. ſhould chogſe. ſuch 


courſes}. either with bloody: Doeg, to ſhed our blood, 
or with the flattering; Zipbits-to inform perſecutets 
where weare-to' be foundz; $o-we ſay again, we de- 
fire yowtortake warning of the hazard. thatye incur, 
dy folowing ſuch courſes: for the- ſin}eſs; neceflicy 


ſelte af preſervation , -accompanyed wirh holy zeal 


for Chnts.reigning/in/ our: Land & ſuppreſſing -of 
profanity ,' will move ,us.not-ro let yow paſs unpu- 
niſhed;, 7 Call.ro your rememberance , All thar isin 
perl -15:not loſt, & all-thar is delayed is not By 

given. :;[Therefor expe@:xo;-be dealr wittfas ye deal 
with:us ;-fo:far as our-powercan reach ;. notbecaus 
we are. ated by a finfull; $pirir of revenge for pri- 
vate & perſonal injuries;' but.mainly becaus, by our - 
fall-Reformarivo ſuffers damage ; yea the power of 
Godlynefs qgact_s a6 inſearing flarterjes,-$. terrible 
threatening , will chereby be-broughr ro a yery.low 
ebb, rhe.canſciences of many more/PDreadfully ſur- 
rendred, & profanity more 'eſtabliſhed 8: propo- 
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And as ypon the one hand we have hte declared 
| 3: ſo upon 


will towards us, by aC@ing with us, + &-in your 
places & ſtations, according to your ability coun- 
ſelling, 'incquraging » :& firenttiening gar hatds. for 
this grear, pork of holding: wp: rhe ftandart of our 
als Chriſt, Think nor thar in any ways.ye 
areicalled ro ly by. newiral & indifferent; eſpecially 
In ſachi'aday.;'for we'are apeopleby holy QBvenants - 

Dedicated:agro-the Lord (in our perſons Lives, 
a os 6 Liberncss 
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Liberties» 8& fortunes , fot defending 
veing this glorious work of Reformation; [not with 

, ſanding all oppoſition that is or may be made there» 
- unto) yea & ſworn againſt all neutralitie-8& indif- 
\ fFerency inthe Lords matrers:; And moreover we are 
fully perswaded, that the'Lord, who tow hiderh 
his face from the houfe of 'Fgcob wilt faddenly ap- 
pear » &- bring Light our-of darkneſs, & perfect 
firengrth out of weakneſs, And cauſe judgmenr to 
return again to righreeuſneſs. ED 
Thus haveing declared our deliberate, Lawfull, 
8 neceflary purpoſes, concerning this matrer; Inor- 
der to the publication of the ſannne , we do hereby 
ſtarutre & ordain that- ypon the eight day of No- 
vember coppies of this our Declaration be affixed upon 
a ſufficient & competent number ofthe publick mer- 


doors of the reſpe&ive kirks within this Kingdom, 
Giyenat © © upon the 28 Offeber 1684.” | | 
Let Kang' Feſus reigne & all his enemies be 


BT. ha "Scattered. / 


— 
- 


—[rlfe_. « A 


4 > —_— "TY - 
a * x) # _—= " =_ <F. i __—_  % Iv = _— NO ek 
_—— homme BG en FA Ot A ab a3 ons Aoi: tn noe CET rea 
AY * f w - 


- = <o A NA tio eee ir AH Id os ent So Soo: vo 
, ; 


F The, proteſtation » & Apologetick Admoniitorie De- 

; -claration,. of the Contending & ſuffering Rem- 

: nant'y of the true - Preſbyrians of the.» Church of 
Scotland, SES 


Ag4infl The Procleming James Duke of York, 

* King of Scotland:,. England, - France , & 
Ireland , The Lawfullneſs of the 'preſent pre- 
Jended; Pavliument , . Aud the - apparent. in let 

. "of Popery-&6, Publiſhed & Sanquhair, 
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. #--rhe Church of Scoe/and: now ofalongrimes with 
A. wreitleing & ware faxing under the yoke of cruel 


] T hath pleaſed the holy 8& wiſe God » to exetcile 


oppreſfors,, who. have made if their whole work to 


extirpate the true worſhip & worſhippers of God 
out of the. Land , they making if hbigbly criminal _ 
to oune: Chriſt as ſole ſupream over his:oun houſe, 

ro mention any adherance to Scotlands Reformation 
& Covenants, & to take the written word of God 
to be.rhe only Rule of faith & manners , Decer- 
ning. any to for fault righr to eſtare , Life., & Li- 
berty'who are of Preſbyterian Principles, who 


will not make a full ſurrender of conſcience -unro 


them , to be carried abonr as they pleaſe, Com- ' 
plying wich .all contradictions & contradictory im- 
poſitions which their Diabolick Spirits. may invent, 
who are clearly ſeen tobe voidofall Religion, Rea- 
fon , & humanity ; $o thar they proceid againſt all 
Recufants with the height of barbariry 8 helliſh 
cruelty, refufeing to hear them profeſs ſubjeaion 
ro Rulers' only in the Lord , :& according ro his 
word , yea cutring them aft in the feolds withour 
givenig them any time ro deliberate upon dearth , 
yea often rimes without ſo much as to commit their 
Spirits untoathe Li>rd , bur butcherouſly laying them 
withour raking notice whar rhey are, or what (ac- 
cording to their oun Law) is to be Led againſt 
them: Moreover theſe Arbitrarians have ſo raged, 
that they have now brought.the Land to thar (a 
pure miſerable & Lamenrable Slavery ) thar the 
freeſt ſubject 8& beſt Gentleman inthe Kingdom, is _ 
by their. Acts Laws & proceidings holden obliged 

ro give af oath Swper eos any-ingle me 
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upon the Lords part, though moſt unjuſt ypon mans, 


- mapner for our not purging our judicarories & Ar- 


-while known by. many palpable diſcoveries. (as is 
to be ſeen in the cauſes of Gods wrath. with the 


 "tionproclamed Fames Duke of York, though a profeſt 


- France: , & Ireland: We » the Conteading & ſuffe- 


| (134). 
dier or dragoon meeting them upori the way. Lo | 
All this & much more we have. mer with;,' as juſt 
for our manifold fins & iniquities; And ina Special 


mies, when the power was in our hands, of men 


diſaffeted ro the Cauſe 8 Intereſt of Chriſt ; for {cle 


our bringing in known Malignants ro places of power of 
 & rruſt amogſt us; And for1inordinarte affection unto 


8 Luſting after the deceaſt Tyrant , Charles the ſe- 
cond, -& advanceing-him to the Regalthrone:, even 


Church of Scocland). to retain his heart enmity ar 
the Covenanted work of Reformation; which fins 


we deſire to Confeſs & mourn for , befor God, An- 


gels, & men; As alſo our fin 1n nor rtimeous reje- - 
ting, the forſaid Charles , when. he brake Covenanr 
& all parrs of his Coronation oath : Howbeir , fear- 
ing the lying. under ſuch afin any longer, when 
we wete: broughr roavery ſmall Remnant, . Wedid 
by open. declatartions diſclaim his pretended autho= 
rity ,: upon many important grounds & reaſons, asts 
to be ſeerrelſewhere ,. particularly in our declaration 
publiſhed ar Lanerk, Fanuary 12.1682 years All which 
Declarations we -do hereby Rarifie & Approve. 

So. now, the Lord in his goodneſs &. wiſdome 
haveing removed the: forſazd Charles from his tyran- 
nie by death , And a few. wicked & unprincipled 
men of rhis Kingdom, haveing by open. proclama=- 


papiſt, & excomunicar perſon, & nar yer.receivedinto 
the Church agains. tobe King of Scotland >. Englend , 


ring | 


0 8 


inc 


| 
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ring Remnant of the true Preſb dexerians ofthe Church- 
f Scotland. » Calling ro'mind- the many bouds: 4 
obligations that Ly upon us from the Lord , And + 
being deſireous to be found Faithfull in this day -of 
Ar. [F<nration,' ro. avoid acceſſion. to the guilt in which -- 
{many have involved themſelves» roexoner our < \ON- | 
for: [{ciences as 1n his fghr., ro reſtifie our Reſeprmjent | 
of the deed,. And to make if appear untothe :world 
that we are free thereof, Xue 49 by Concurrance | 
fe- | Connivence ; Do here Deliberatly , Joynily ,' & 
unanimouſly, Proteſt againſt the forſaid proclamation | 
«bs of Tames Duk of York, to be. ;Fing as ſaid is. In xe- 
the gard thar it is the chooſeing of a Murtherer ro bea 
Governour, who hath ſhed the blood of the ſaints 
of God; In regard thar it is the hight of Confede- 
n- racy with an Idolater, which is forbidden by rhe 
Law of God ; In' regard thar ir-is contrarie to the 
| Declaration of the General Aſſembly of the Church. 
of Scotland, of the Dare Fuly 27. 1649. years3 In 
regard thar itis contrarie ro many wholeſom' & lau+ 
4ig | able Acts of Parliaments, As AR. $8. Parl, I,-.re=, 
peated in the 99. 48. Parl. 7. Ratified in the 2 23. 48. 
Parl. II. 114. A Part. 12, of King fames. 6, For 
there is a continual obligation & ſtipulation between 
a king. 8 people , as both of them are tyed xo God, 
[fo xn. of them are tyed to other, for the perfor-. 
mance of mutual 8 reciprocal Duries ; And as.con- 
rrare ro Af, 24. Parl. 1. King tames 6s. where Pa- 


Al 


_ 


| dered Spectaliter , given for the good of the Church; 
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_  & Chriſtian Liberty ofa Chriſtian people, tochufe - 

a ſabject of Anti-chriſt, ro be rheir ( eſpecialy ſti- 
pream) Magiſtrate, And ſoitis that we underſtand 
that part of the 4 48. _—_ 23, of our-Confeſon of | 
faith, in a General &|abſtract ſenſe, where 1t 1s 
ſaid (in oppoſitiorito Teftarians,, whoaſſertrthar ſuch 
are not Lawful Kings who either know not Chrilt, 
or beleive nor in him) That Infidelitie or difference mn 
Religion , doth not make void the Mapsſtrats juſt &T 
Legal authority » nor ſree the people from their dwe obe- 
dience to him: We acknowledpeit to be rrue indeed, 
that Jufidels & rheſe of a different Religion are nor 
( cheifly becaus ſuch ) preſently ro be declared ne 
Magiſtrars, for Magiſtratus non eſt Magiſtratus qua 
ont nn ſed que homo, ſo it is that the Magiſtra- 
rical power conſidered Generaliter ,- given for the 
good of humane ſocietie may be in the perſon of 
ap Infidel or one of a different Religion , bur confi- 


It is only in the. perſon of a profeſſor of the true. 
Religion. Hence in traveling or trafficqueing in for- 
reign Eands, be the perſons in whom is the power 
Inhdels or of a different Religion., we cannor refuſe 
ſubjection to their Laws » ſo far as they are conſiſ- 
| ſtent with the written word of God , & our true 
Chriftian' Liberty, Howbeir, or Covenants & 
- Acts of Parliament have pur a barr, upon the ad- 
miſfion of any perſon , if either Infidel ora different 
Religion while ſuch ro govern in Scor/and, 8& the 
practiſe of our Church confirms ir, inre tufing rhe 
.. Croun to the Late deceaſt Tyrant Charles 2. until 
be ſubſcrived ſuch demands as were fent unto him; 
And eſpecialy upon rhe Admiſſion of a knoun enc- 
my*to-the true Religion ro govern: for'ir could 
P : »- 4& nor 


Y 


' York, & Popery 
' mentabſe) hike to be 1arruded again (if Godsmercy 
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not be but both tnghly finfull & irrational for us, to, .- 


entruſt .an enemy to the work 8 people of God-with 
the [ntereſt of both. Ws! 45 
-Alfo conceiveing thar this prerended parliament 
1s not a Lawfull Parliament z In regard that the 
election of Commiſſioners is Limited & prejudged, 
in the due Liberty thereof, by their Acts 8& Laws; 
In regard that the members are convicted of avo- 
wed periurie ,- which according to the Seorsſh Law 
maketh aman incapable of being ſo much as a wit- 
neſs, In regard that they are men of bloed, -rhe- 
cheife being convi of avowed murther > whereby 
they are under the laſh of rhe Law; And mregard 
of their carying on Apoſtacy & making way forthe 
man offin :. We do 1n the like manner, upon theſe 
& many other important grounds 8& reaſons, pro- 
reſt againſt rhe validitie & conſtirution of this par= 
liamenr , as not being free & Lawfull; Againſt 
their aſſuming ro themſelves any authority,' ofex= 
erciſeing any power'or juriſciction, for making of 
afts or Laws, for judging of Cauſes, determining 
of contraverſies , or procerding tnany Parltamentary 
way. And in Particular we prorelt againſt their pro- 
ceiding to any Approbarion or Rarification of rhe 
forfaid Proclamation of Fames duk of Yorke , to be 
King » as faid is: And that they may not go on 
further , ro ſer the Croun upon his head, they 
being incapable ro give it, & he to receiveit, 
And further ſeing bloody Papiſts, rhe ſubjetsof 
Anrti-chriſt , become ſo hopfull, bold, & confi- 
dent under the preſidie of the ſaid Fames Duk of 
-1r ſelfe ſo imminent , -8 (oh La- 


& Power meeting together in a wonderfale way: - 
Nr ; I 5 prevens . 
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prevent it not) upon thefe Covenanted Lands, an. 

open:.door being made thereunto by 1ts. accurſed & 
abjured harbinger Prelacy , which theſe three: 

Kingdoms are-equally ſworn againſt: We do, in - 
the like manner, proteſt againlt all Kind of Poperie 
in Generall & Particular heads, the juriſdiction 

_ of the Pope, All rhe heretical & erroneous Do- 
Arine of the Church of Rome , their Tyrranous 
Laws made againſt Chriſtian Liberty, their er- 
ronious & bloody decrees, their vain Ceremo- 
nies, and. ſuperſtitions, their Alegories, rites , 
ſignes, & traditions, their Laws , ſtarurs , acts, 
conſtitutions , canons , Civil or Municipal, with 
all orher ordinances & practique penalties, whar .. 
ſoeyer made in prejudice 'of the true Religion. 

\ & profeſſors rhereof-, - or of rhe true Church. 
Diſcipline & juriſdiction or freedom thereof , & - 
every other thing contrary ro ſound doctrin & the 
pewer. of godlyneſs , abjured moſt. explicirely by. 
our National Covenant, Abrogated, annulled , & 
reſcinded by our Acts of Parliament » as A&. 3. 
AZ. 31. Parl. 1. 48. 23. Parl. 11. 48. 114. Parl. 

_ 12. Aﬀ.5, Parl. 20, King Fames6. We fay, we 
do proteſt againſt all Kind of Poperie whatrſo- 
ever, Againſt its entering again into this Land, 
And againſt every thing thar doeth or may dire- 
ly or inderedtly make way for the ſame : Diſcla- 
iming likewiſe all SeCtarianiſme , Malignancy , & 
any Confederacy therewith, | 

| Moreover , taking to our ferious conſideration 
the low deplorable 8 obſcured caſe of the Churches 
of England 8 Ireland, & that we. are all bound. 
inone Covenant & folemme League:rogerher , we | 
(in the bowels of Chriſt) doin ke manner weredy 


_ wn v9 Land SF TY -- 
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Admoniſh yow our Brethren in theſe our! neigh 
-bour & Covenanted Lands , that ye remember how 


far ye have fadly failed in purſweing the-ends;of 
our . Covenants (as we, out ſelves alſo have: done, © 
which we deſire ro Confels, imploring Gods for- 
giveneſs to yow & us both ). how yow have ſuffered 
your Lords enemies tro rob yow of all your priviled- 
ges & pleaſant things ; how yow have given up your 
ſelves ro be ſeduced by complying lukwarm & 
courr flattering brethren ; And how ye have pafſed 
by lightly looking upon our þleeding wounds, dey 
nying us help though we have been like ro give up 


. the ghoſt 5 & whar great acceſſion ye haye to. the 


giveing Popery, ſuch an open door ro enter upon aur 
Land again; Remember rheſe-rhings , & conſider 
what the Lordisnow calling for ar our hand : Break 
off your ſinfull ways by repenrance; And abandon 
all Lukwarmneſs & indifferency in the Lords mat» 
rers; give up with your oun things ; Be tender of 
Gods Declarative glory, which 1s lying at the 
ſtake, quire your ſelves like Chriſtians & men ; And 
-ſtrerch your hands ro the helping, ſtrengrhening, 
incouraging ; & comforting a poor waſted , wron- 
ged, wounded , reproached, deſpiſed , & bleeding . 
Remnant (with whom yow are 1n Covenant) ſet- 
ring your ſelves againſt all the injuries & affronts 
'done-to our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, agaioſt- the 
.man of fin , . the Kingdom of Anrfchriſt, & all 
the Limbs & parts thereof, And here, with all 
ſincerity of mind & unfaignedneſs of reſolution, 
.we promiſe-ro act unto yow the partsof Covenan- 
red brethren-in the Lord ,..ro the urmoſt-of our 
-power.  Likwiſe ,- we do-.hereby.ig like manner, 
.Calluntoyoy ,-.All Proteſtant Reformed Churches, . 


© © 
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(140) 7 


Kingdoms , & Comon wealths thatye would take 
ro your ſerious conſideration the low & dangerous 
ſtate of the Gospel Intereſt, And advert ro the. 


growth & increaſe of Popery in all places, beſtir- 
ring your ſelves rimouſly againſt it , Jeſt ye be roo 
late, & loſs what much blood & contending may 
not recover again ; conſidering the diſteſſed Cafe 
where unto we are brought as a ſhare of the true 
FI Intereſt ; And refreſhing us with your 
elp: And with all, as ye render rhe advantage 
of Chriſts Cauſe > which to oune is the Chriſtians 
glory , that ye ingage nor your ſelves in any quar- 
rel or with any perſon what ſowever, trill yow know 
thar the quarrel be rightly ſtared, 8& rhar the per- 
ſons in the judgment of charity are ſeeking the ad- 
vancement of the Kingdom of Chriſt, leſt rhar ye ) 
join your ſelves to thefe who may lead yow back ro 
Egypt, & ſo yow provoke the Lord to deſteroy yow 
in the wilderneſs, : 
Finally, we being miſrepreſented ro many by the 
wicked malice of our avowed enemies , & the fin- 
full prejudice of orhers > who mifinterpreting our 
lare' Declaration affixed ar ſeveral paroch Church 
doors (which we do hereby Rarifie & Approve) per 
verting the true & obvious ſenſe thereof , ' And 
through blind malice $8 prejudice miftaking our de- 


figns rherein ( elſe their Conſciences pive their tog-. 
gue the lye ) hold us forth as perſons of murther- 


ing, & affaſſinating principles: All which princi- 
ples & 'practifes , we do hereby declare befor God 
Angels & men, that we abhorr, renunce, 8& de- 
teſt; As alſo all manner of robbing of any , whether 
open enemies, or others, which we are moſt alſly 
aſperſed with , either in their gold: , their ſilver, 

< their 
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their peir ,-or any houſhold ſtuff, Their money pe- - 
riſh with themſelves; the Lord knowes that -ouf 

eyesare not after timesthings. And'in like manner, 
we do hereby diſclaim all unwarrantable praCtifes, * 
committed by any few perſons reputed to be of us, 
whereby the Lord hath been offended , 
wronged, & we all made to endure the ſcourgeof 


_ (14). 


his Caaſe 


rongues ; for which things we have defiredro'make 
Conſcience: of mourning befor the Lord , both in 
publick 8& privare. As the unwarrantable mannet _ 
of killing that Curarte of Carſphairn ( though be was 
aman of death, both by the Liw of God & marr, 
& the fat nor materialy Murrher ), it being gone 
about contrare tro our Declaration , without' Delt- 
beration, comon or competent conſent ( the cons ' 
cluon 8& deed being known only- to three or four 
rſons) in araſh & not 1na Chriſtian manner z 
And alſo other offences being committed at thetime; 
which miſcariages have proven' a-mean ro ſtop' & 
retard Lawfull, Laudable , 8 warrantable procee- 
dings 5 both as'to matter & manner. ' Bur ler nor 
guilty perſonsrhink themſelves indemnified. How- 
beir, we require '& hope , -thar all who ſoever in 
this our Land:, our neighbour or forreign Lands, 
which -have tjor--raken' a wilfull: prejudice at-the 
Cauſe & way of Gbd , will not'give'car untoreports, 
which ſtared enemies bod che the pretended frends 
give of us, that they will not tmpute the miſcariags 
of one or moe perſons to us or all of us, whodefire 


' that norhing may be Looked: on here after, asour 


deed, which wanterh common conſent or Approba- 
tion; And that they will not receive a wrong im- 
preſſion of us & our proceidings, For we call the. 
Liveing God the ſearther of hearts ro witneſs, thar 
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 this-only is our firicere deſire & unfaigned refolut 
tion ». to continue in the profeſſion 8: obedience 'of 
rhe true Religjon of Jeſus Chriſt, according ro his: 
- word, our Covenants, national & ſolemn League, 
To'defend the ſame ,: And'to refiſt all contrary er-. 
rours, . corruptionss & IJnnovarions) ' according to 
-our yocation., & the utmoſt of the power that God 
' doth or may put in ourhands, oo 
*F Now we hope none. who have nor made a full 
ſurrender of Conſcieuce , & are .nor bent -to wel- 
» © © came Poperyintothe Land, will be offendedar whar 
we have here done. : For in the;Lords fight z we: 
durſt dqno leſs, whatever occaſion of perſecution 
our Gads enemies may take from the ſame; For we 
could nor ſee ar the time another way to diſcharge | - 
our-dury before the Lord, to exoner our Conſcien- 
ces, & to free our ſelyes of the: connivance arPo« 
Pery's which we .pray the Lord may ſtop, & not 
lay .the guilt of .its increaſe tothe charge of us 8 our 


poſters; -- >. is 23 ig _— 
-., \[herefore , .we. appoint 8 ordain, Thar incons 
rinently:yee our Emiſſaries paſs upon, the Twentia 
eight day of May 168g. years unto the mercat Crofs 
of Sanqubair , And there, by open Proclamation., 
make. intimarion of this our Declarazion', Leave- 
. 1ng coppies ; of -tha.ſamen affixed. ppon-the forſaid 
mercar Croſs ,-8. other. patent places of the forſaid 


Burgh, Given at :.upon the 28, day of May 1685, 
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